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Fig. 1. Dirac’s three forms of Hamiltonian dynamics.

2.4. Forms of Hamiltonian dynamics

Obviously, one has many possibilities to parametrize space—time by introducing some general-
ized coordinates xJ (x). But one should exclude all those which are accessible by a Lorentz
transformation. Those are included anyway in a covariant formalism. This limits considerably the
freedom and excludes, for example, almost all rotation angles. Following Dirac [123] there are no
more than three basically different parametrizations. They are illustrated in Fig. 1, and cannot be
mapped on each other by a Lorentz transform. They differ by the hypersphere on which the fields
are initialized, and correspondingly one has different “times”. Each of these space—time parametriz-
ations has thus its own Hamiltonian, and correspondingly Dirac [123] speaks of the three forms of
Hamiltonian dynamics: The instant form is the familiar one, with its hypersphere given by t"0. In
the front form the hypersphere is a tangent plane to the light cone. In the point form the time-like
coordinate is identified with the eigentime of a physical system and the hypersphere has a shape of
a hyperboloid.

Which of the three forms should be prefered? The question is difficult to answer, in fact it is
ill-posed. In principle, all three forms should yield the same physical results, since physics should
not depend on how one parametrizes the space (and the time). If it depends on it, one has made
a mistake. But usually one adjusts parametrization to the nature of the physical problem to
simplify the amount of practical work. Since one knows so little on the typical solutions of a field
theory, it might well be worth the effort to admit also other than the conventional “instant” form.

The bulk of research on field theory implicitly uses the instant form, which we do not even
attempt to summarize. Although it is the conventional choice for quantizing field theory, it has
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coordinate is identified with the eigentime of a physical system and the hypersphere has a shape of
a hyperboloid.

Which of the three forms should be prefered? The question is difficult to answer, in fact it is
ill-posed. In principle, all three forms should yield the same physical results, since physics should
not depend on how one parametrizes the space (and the time). If it depends on it, one has made
a mistake. But usually one adjusts parametrization to the nature of the physical problem to
simplify the amount of practical work. Since one knows so little on the typical solutions of a field
theory, it might well be worth the effort to admit also other than the conventional “instant” form.

The bulk of research on field theory implicitly uses the instant form, which we do not even
attempt to summarize. Although it is the conventional choice for quantizing field theory, it has
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and Supersymmetric Features of QCD
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• Measurements are made at fixed τ 

• Causality is automatic 

• Structure Functions are squares of LFWFs 

• Form Factors are overlap of LFWFs 

• LFWFs are frame-independent -- no boosts, no 
pancakes 

• No dependence on observer’s frame 

• LF Holography: Dual to AdS space 

• LF Vacuum trivial -- no condensates! 

• Profound implications for Cosmological 
Constant

Advantages of the Dirac’s Front Form for Hadron Physics
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The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
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absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >



Light-Front QCD

HQCD
LF |�h >= M2

h|�h >

HQCD
LF =

�

i

[
m2 + k2

�
x

]i + Hint
LF

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >



Light-Front QCD

Eigenvalues and Eigensolutions give Hadronic 
Spectrum and Light-Front wavefunctions

HQCD
LF |�h >= M2

h|�h >

HQCD
LF =

�

i

[
m2 + k2

�
x

]i + Hint
LF

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >



Light-Front QCD

Eigenvalues and Eigensolutions give Hadronic 
Spectrum and Light-Front wavefunctions

HQCD
LF |�h >= M2

h|�h >

HQCD
LF =

�

i

[
m2 + k2

�
x

]i + Hint
LF

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >



Light-Front QCD

Eigenvalues and Eigensolutions give Hadronic 
Spectrum and Light-Front wavefunctions

HQCD
LF |�h >= M2

h|�h >

HQCD
LF =

�

i

[
m2 + k2

�
x

]i + Hint
LF

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

LQCD � HQCD
LF

Hint
LF : Matrix in Fock Space

Physical gauge: A+ = 0

Exact frame-independent formulation of 
nonperturbative QCD!

Hint
LF

LFWFs: Off-shell in P- and invariant mass

|p, Jz >=
X

n=3

 n(xi,
~

k?i,�i)|n;xi,
~

k?i,�i >



Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 

September 25, 2015

number of coupled integral eigenvalue equations, 

- - 

where V is the interaction part of HLC. Diagrammatically, V involves completely 

irreducible interactions--i.e. diagrams having no internal propagators-coupling 

Fock states (Fig. 5). These equations determine the hadronic spectrum and 

xJ= 
: 3 II 

- - 
0 
. . . 

. 

I- . 
1 II 

0 l . . f 

- - IL 7 - - . . . . . . 
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pion. 

wave functions. Although the potential is essentially trivial, the many channels 

required to describe an hadronic state make these equations very difficult to solve. 

Nevertheless the first attempts at a direct solution have been made. 

The bulk of the probability for a nonrelativistic system is in a single Fock 

state-e.g. (eE> for positronium, or Ibb) for the r meson. For such systems it 

is useful to replace the full set of multi-channel eigenvalue equations by a single 

equation for the dominant wavefunction. To see how this can be done, note that 

the bound state equation, say for positronium, can be rewritten as two equations 

using the projection operator P onto the subspace spanned by eE states, and its 

complement & E 1 - P: 

Hpp IPs)~ + HPQ IPs)~ = h4” IPs)p 

(29) 

H&p [Ps)~ + HQQ jP& = hf” h)g 

where H~Q E PHQ.. ., and lPsjp E P jPs) . . . . Solving the second of these 

equations for IPs)~ and substituting the result into the first equation, we obtain 

a single equation for the ee or valence part of the positronium state: 

Her [Ps)~ = Al2 IPS)P (30) 
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(P+, P�, ⌦P⇤) with P± = P0 ± P3, the light-
front frame independent Hamiltonian for a
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The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states
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Fig. 2. The Hamiltonian matrix for a SU(N)-meson. The matrix elements are represented by energy diagrams. Within
each block they are all of the same type: either vertex, fork or seagull diagrams. Zero matrices are denoted by a dot ( ) ).
The single gluon is absent since it cannot be color neutral.

mass or momentum scale Q. The corresponding wavefunction will be indicated by corresponding
upper scripts,
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Consider a pion in QCD with momentum P"(P%, P
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) as an example. It is described by
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where the sum is over all Fock space sectors of Eq. (3.7). The ability to specify wavefunctions
simultaneously in any frame is a special feature of light-cone quantization. The light-cone
wavefunctions !

!#! do not depend on the total momentum, since x
#
is the longitudinal momentum

fraction carried by the i"# parton and k
!#

is its momentum “transverse” to the direction of the
meson; both of these are frame-independent quantities. They are the probability amplitudes to find
a Fock state of bare particles in the physical pion.

More generally, consider a meson in SU(N). The kernel of the integral equation (3.14) is
illustrated in Fig. 2 in terms of the block matrix &n : x

#
, k

!#
, !

#
"H"n' : x'

#
, k'

!#
, !'

#
$. The structure of this

matrix depends of course on the way one has arranged the Fock space, see Eq. (3.7). Note that most
of the block matrix elements vanish due to the nature of the light-cone interaction as defined in
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meson; both of these are frame-independent quantities. They are the probability amplitudes to find
a Fock state of bare particles in the physical pion.

More generally, consider a meson in SU(N). The kernel of the integral equation (3.14) is
illustrated in Fig. 2 in terms of the block matrix &n : x

#
, k

!#
, !

#
"H"n' : x'

#
, k'

!#
, !'

#
$. The structure of this

matrix depends of course on the way one has arranged the Fock space, see Eq. (3.7). Note that most
of the block matrix elements vanish due to the nature of the light-cone interaction as defined in

S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486 333

Light-Front QCD

11

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb

Minkowski space; frame-independent; no fermion doubling; no ghosts
trivial vacuum



In terms of the hadron four-momentum P =
(P+, P�, ⌦P⇤) with P± = P0 ± P3, the light-
front frame independent Hamiltonian for a
hadronic composite system HQCD

LC = PµPµ =
P�P+� ⌦P2

⇤, has eigenvalues given in terms of
the eigenmass M squared corresponding to
the mass spectrum of the color-singlet states
in QCD,

HQCD
LC |�h⇧ =M2

h |�h⇧

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

Fig. 2. The Hamiltonian matrix for a SU(N)-meson. The matrix elements are represented by energy diagrams. Within
each block they are all of the same type: either vertex, fork or seagull diagrams. Zero matrices are denoted by a dot ( ) ).
The single gluon is absent since it cannot be color neutral.

mass or momentum scale Q. The corresponding wavefunction will be indicated by corresponding
upper scripts,

!!""
!#"

(x
#
, k

!
, !

#
) or !!$"

!#"
(x

#
, k

!
, !

#
) . (3.15)

Consider a pion in QCD with momentum P"(P%, P
!
) as an example. It is described by

"# : P$" $
!
!%&
!d[%

!
]"n : x

#
P%, k

!#
#x

#
P
!
, !

#
$!

!#!(x#
, k

!#
, !

#
) , (3.16)

where the sum is over all Fock space sectors of Eq. (3.7). The ability to specify wavefunctions
simultaneously in any frame is a special feature of light-cone quantization. The light-cone
wavefunctions !

!#! do not depend on the total momentum, since x
#
is the longitudinal momentum

fraction carried by the i"# parton and k
!#

is its momentum “transverse” to the direction of the
meson; both of these are frame-independent quantities. They are the probability amplitudes to find
a Fock state of bare particles in the physical pion.

More generally, consider a meson in SU(N). The kernel of the integral equation (3.14) is
illustrated in Fig. 2 in terms of the block matrix &n : x

#
, k

!#
, !

#
"H"n' : x'

#
, k'

!#
, !'

#
$. The structure of this

matrix depends of course on the way one has arranged the Fock space, see Eq. (3.7). Note that most
of the block matrix elements vanish due to the nature of the light-cone interaction as defined in

S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486 333

Heisenberg Equation

Light-Front QCD

11

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb

Minkowski space; frame-independent; no fermion doubling; no ghosts
trivial vacuum



In terms of the hadron four-momentum P =
(P+, P�, ⌦P⇤) with P± = P0 ± P3, the light-
front frame independent Hamiltonian for a
hadronic composite system HQCD

LC = PµPµ =
P�P+� ⌦P2

⇤, has eigenvalues given in terms of
the eigenmass M squared corresponding to
the mass spectrum of the color-singlet states
in QCD,

HQCD
LC |�h⇧ =M2

h |�h⇧

Fig. 6. A few selected matrix elements of the QCD front form Hamiltonian H"P
!

in LB-convention.

10. For the instantaneous fermion lines use the factor ¼
"

in Fig. 5 or Fig. 6, or the corresponding
tables in Section 4. For the instantaneous boson lines use the factor ¼

#
.

The light-cone Fock state representation can thus be used advantageously in perturbation
theory. The sum over intermediate Fock states is equivalent to summing all x!-ordered diagrams
and integrating over the transverse momentum and light-cone fractions x. Because of the restric-
tion to positive x, diagrams corresponding to vacuum fluctuations or those containing backward-
moving lines are eliminated.

3.4. Example 1: ¹he qqN -scattering amplitude

The simplest application of the above rules is the calculation of the electron—muon scattering
amplitude to lowest non-trivial order. But the quark—antiquark scattering is only marginally more
difficult. We thus imagine an initial (q, qN )-pair with different flavors fOfM to be scattered off each
other by exchanging a gluon.

Let us treat this problem as a pedagogical example to demonstrate the rules. Rule 1: There are
two time-ordered diagrams associated with this process. In the first one the gluon is emitted by the
quark and absorbed by the antiquark, and in the second it is emitted by the antiquark and
absorbed by the quark. For the first diagram, we assign the momenta required in rule 2 by giving
explicitly the initial and final Fock states

!q, qN "" 1

!n
$

%$

!
$!"

b!
$"

(k
&
, #

&
)d!

$"M
(k

&N
, #

&N
)!0" , (3.29)

!q$, qN $"" 1

!n
$

%$
!
$!"

b!
$"

(k$
&
, #$

&
)d!

$"M
(k$

&N
, #$

&N
)!0" , (3.30)

338 S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486

Fig. 2. The Hamiltonian matrix for a SU(N)-meson. The matrix elements are represented by energy diagrams. Within
each block they are all of the same type: either vertex, fork or seagull diagrams. Zero matrices are denoted by a dot ( ) ).
The single gluon is absent since it cannot be color neutral.

mass or momentum scale Q. The corresponding wavefunction will be indicated by corresponding
upper scripts,

!!""
!#"

(x
#
, k

!
, !

#
) or !!$"

!#"
(x

#
, k

!
, !

#
) . (3.15)

Consider a pion in QCD with momentum P"(P%, P
!
) as an example. It is described by

"# : P$" $
!
!%&
!d[%

!
]"n : x

#
P%, k

!#
#x

#
P
!
, !

#
$!

!#!(x#
, k

!#
, !

#
) , (3.16)

where the sum is over all Fock space sectors of Eq. (3.7). The ability to specify wavefunctions
simultaneously in any frame is a special feature of light-cone quantization. The light-cone
wavefunctions !

!#! do not depend on the total momentum, since x
#
is the longitudinal momentum

fraction carried by the i"# parton and k
!#

is its momentum “transverse” to the direction of the
meson; both of these are frame-independent quantities. They are the probability amplitudes to find
a Fock state of bare particles in the physical pion.

More generally, consider a meson in SU(N). The kernel of the integral equation (3.14) is
illustrated in Fig. 2 in terms of the block matrix &n : x

#
, k

!#
, !

#
"H"n' : x'

#
, k'

!#
, !'

#
$. The structure of this

matrix depends of course on the way one has arranged the Fock space, see Eq. (3.7). Note that most
of the block matrix elements vanish due to the nature of the light-cone interaction as defined in

S.J. Brodsky et al. / Physics Reports 301 (1998) 299—486 333

Heisenberg Equation

Light-Front QCD

11

DLCQ: Solve QCD(1+1) for 
any  quark mass and flavors

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb

Minkowski space; frame-independent; no fermion doubling; no ghosts
trivial vacuum



Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb



DLCQ: Solve QCD(1+1) for any  quark mass and flavors

Hornbostel, Pauli, sjb



Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 

September 25, 2015

Light Front Theory

• Frame-Independent, causal, Minkowski space, 	


• DLCQ, BLFQ:  No fermion doubling	


• Equivalent to Bethe-Salpeter  	


• Hadronization at the Amplitude Level	


• Holographically Dual to AdS5

Z
dk� BS =  LF



This meeting: 

New LF methods for solving QCD 

• Light-Front Holography"

• Basis Light-Front Quantization"

• Polynomial Basis"

• Iterated Resolvent"

• Rigorous gauge-invariant renormalization"

• True muonium"

• ….



|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

ψn(xi, ~k?i,λi)|n;k?i,λi>|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

The Light Front Fock State Wavefunctions

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)

are boost invariant; they are independent of the hadron’s energy
and momentum Pµ.
The light-cone momentum fraction

xi =
k+
i
p+ =

k0i + kzi
P0+Pz

are boost invariant.
n

∑
i
k+
i = P+,

n

∑
i
xi = 1,

n

∑
i

~k?i =~0?.

sum over states with n=3, 4, ...constituents

Intrinsic heavy quarks    s̄(x) ⇤= s(x)

⇥M(x, Q0) ⇥
�

x(1� x)

⇤M(x, k2
⌅)

µR

µR = Q

µF = µR

Q/2 < µR < 2Q

ep⇥ e�+n

P�/p ⇤ 30%

Violation of Gottfried sum rule

ū(x) ⌅= d̄(x)

Does not produce (C = �) J/⇥,�

Produces (C = �) J/⇥,�

Same IC mechanism explains A2/3

s(x), c(x), b(x) at high x !

Mueller:  gluon Fock states:    BFKL Pomeron



|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

ψn(xi, ~k?i,λi)|n;k?i,λi>|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

|p,Sz>= ∑
n=3

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)|n;~k?i,λi>

The Light Front Fock State Wavefunctions

Ψn(xi,~k?i,λi)

are boost invariant; they are independent of the hadron’s energy
and momentum Pµ.
The light-cone momentum fraction

xi =
k+
i
p+ =

k0i + kzi
P0+Pz

are boost invariant.
n

∑
i
k+
i = P+,

n

∑
i
xi = 1,

n

∑
i

~k?i =~0?.

sum over states with n=3, 4, ...constituents

Intrinsic heavy quarks    s̄(x) ⇤= s(x)

⇥M(x, Q0) ⇥
�

x(1� x)

⇤M(x, k2
⌅)

µR

µR = Q

µF = µR

Q/2 < µR < 2Q

ep⇥ e�+n

P�/p ⇤ 30%

Violation of Gottfried sum rule
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moment vanishes [22]. The light-cone formalism also properly incorporatesWigner boosts.

Thus this model of composite systems can serve as a useful theoretical laboratory to

interrelate hadronic properties and check the consistency of formulae proposed for the

study of hadron substructure.

7. Spin and orbital angular momentum composition of light-cone wavefunctions

In general the light-cone wavefunctions satisfy conservation of the z projection of

angular momentum:

J z =
n∑

i=1
sz
i +

n−1∑

j=1
lzj . (62)

The sum over sz
i represents the contribution of the intrinsic spins of the n Fock state

constituents. The sum over orbital angular momenta lzj = −i
(
k1j

∂
∂k2j

− k2j
∂

∂k1j

)
derives from

the n−1 relative momenta. This excludes the contribution to the orbital angularmomentum
due to the motion of the center of mass, which is not an intrinsic property of the hadron.

We can see how the angular momentum sum rule Eq. (62) is satisfied for the

wavefunctions Eqs. (20) and (23) of the QED model system of two-particle Fock states.

In Table 1 we list the fermion constituent’s light-cone spin projection sz
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Angular Momentum on the Light-Front

Gluon orbital angular momentum defined in physical lc gauge

Orbital Angular Momentum is a property of LFWFS

!
LC gauge

Nonzero Anomalous Moment  -->   
Nonzero  quark orbital angular momentum!

A+=0
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For leptons, such as the electron or neutrino, it is convenient to employ the electron
mass for M , so that the magnetic moment is given in Bohr magnetons.

Now we turn to the evaluation of the helicity-conserving and helicity-flip vector-
current matrix elements in the light-front formalism. In the interaction picture, the
current Jµ(0) is represented as a bilinear product of free fields, so that it has an
elementary coupling to the constituent fields [13, 14, 15]. The Dirac form factor can
then be calculated from the expression

F1(q
2) =

⇧

a

⌥
[dx][d2k⇧]

⇧

j

ej

�
⌅⇥�

a (xi,k
⌅
⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇥

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)
 
, (10)

whereas the Pauli and electric dipole form factors are given by

F2(q2)

2M
=

⇧

a

⌥
[dx][d2k⇧]

⇧

j

ej
1

2
⇥ (11)

�
� 1

qL
⌅⇥�

a (xi,k
⌅
⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇤

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i) +
1

qR
⌅⇤�

a (xi,k
⌅
⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇥

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)
 

,

F3(q2)

2M
=

⇧

a

⌥
[dx][d2k⇧]

⇧

j

ej
i

2
⇥ (12)

�
� 1

qL
⌅⇥�

a (xi,k
⌅
⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇤

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)�
1

qR
⌅⇤�

a (xi,k
⌅
⇧i, ⇥i) ⌅⇥

a(xi,k⇧i, ⇥i)
 

.

The summations are over all contributing Fock states a and struck constituent charges
ej. Here, as earlier, we refrain from including the constituents’ color and flavor
dependence in the arguments of the light-front wave functions. The phase-space
integration is

⌥
[dx] [d2k⇧] ⇤

⇧

�i,ci,fi

⇤
n⌃

i=1

�⌥ ⌥ dxi d2k⇧i

2(2⇤)3

⇥⌅

16⇤3�

�

1�
n⇧

i=1

xi

⇥

�(2)

�
n⇧

i=1

k⇧i

⇥

, (13)

where n denotes the number of constituents in Fock state a and we sum over the
possible {⇥i}, {ci}, and {fi} in state a. The arguments of the final-state, light-front
wave function di�erentiate between the struck and spectator constituents; namely, we
have [13, 15]

k⌅
⇧j = k⇧j + (1� xj)q⇧ (14)

for the struck constituent j and

k⌅
⇧i = k⇧i � xiq⇧ (15)

for each spectator i, where i ⌅= j. Note that because of the frame choice q+ = 0, only
diagonal (n⌅ = n) overlaps of the light-front Fock states appear [14].
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PACS: 12.20.-m; 12.39.Ki; 13.40.Em; 13.40.Gp

1. Introduction

The light-cone Fock representation of composite systems such as hadrons in QCD
has a number of remarkable properties. Because the generators of certain Lorentz boosts
are kinematical, knowing the wavefunction in one frame allows one to obtain it in any
other frame. Furthermore, matrix elements of space-like local operators for the coupling
of photons, gravitons, and the moments of deep inelastic structure functions all can
be expressed as overlaps of light-cone wavefunctions with the same number of Fock
constituents. This is possible since in each case one can choose the special frame q+ = 0 [1,
2] for the space-like momentum transfer and take matrix elements of “plus” components
of currents such as J+ and T ++. Since the physical vacuum in light-cone quantization
coincides with the perturbative vacuum, no contributions to matrix elements from vacuum
fluctuations occur [3]. Light-cone Fock state wavefunctions thus encode all of the bound
state quark and gluon properties of hadrons including their spin and flavor correlations in
the form of universal process- and frame-independent amplitudes.
Formally, the light-cone expansion is constructed by quantizing QCD at fixed light-cone

time [4] τ = t + z/c and forming the invariant light-cone Hamiltonian:HQCD
LC = P+P− −

P⃗ 2
⊥ where P± = P 0 ± Pz [3]. The momentum generators P+ and P⃗⊥ are kinematical;
i.e., they are independent of the interactions. The generator P− = i d

dτ generates light-
cone time translations, and the eigen-spectrum of the Lorentz scalar HQCD

LC gives the mass
spectrum of the color-singlet hadron states in QCD together with their respective light-
cone wavefunctions. For example, the proton state satisfies: H

QCD
LC |ψp⟩ = M2

p|ψp⟩. The
expansion of the proton eigensolution |ψp⟩ on the color-singlet B = 1, Q = 1 eigenstates
{|n⟩} of the free Hamiltonian H

QCD
LC (g = 0) gives the light-cone Fock expansion:

∣∣ψp(P+, P⃗⊥)
〉 =

∑

n

n∏

i=1

dxi d2k⃗⊥i√
xi16π3

16π3δ

(
1−

n∑

i=1
xi

)
δ(2)

(
n∑

i=1
k⃗⊥i

)

×ψn

(
xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi

)∣∣n; xiP
+, xiP⃗⊥ + k⃗⊥i ,λi

〉
. (1)

The light-conemomentum fractions xi = k+
i /P+ and k⃗⊥i represent the relative momentum

coordinates of the QCD constituents. The physical transverse momenta are p⃗⊥i = xiP⃗⊥ +
k⃗⊥i . The λi label the light-cone spin projections Sz of the quarks and gluons along
the quantization direction z. The physical gluon polarization vectors ϵµ(k, λ = ±1) are
specified in light-cone gauge by the conditions k · ϵ = 0, η · ϵ = ϵ+ = 0. The n-particle
states are normalized as

〈
n; p′i

+, p⃗ ′⊥i ,λ
′
i

∣∣n; pi
+, p⃗⊥i ,λi

〉
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=
n∏

i=1
16π3p+

i δ
(
p′i

+ − pi
+) δ(2)

(
p⃗ ′⊥i − p⃗⊥i

)
δλ′iλi

. (2)

The solutions of H
QCD
LC |ψp⟩= M2

p|ψp⟩ are independent of P+ and P⃗⊥; thus given the
eigensolution Fock projections ⟨n;xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi |ψp⟩ = ψn(xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi ), the wavefunction of
the proton is determined in any frame [5]. In contrast, in equal-time quantization, a Lorentz
boost always mixes dynamically with the interactions, so that computing a wavefunction in
a new frame requires solving a nonperturbative problem as complicated as the Hamiltonian
eigenvalue problem itself.
The LC wavefunctions ψn/H (xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi ) are universal, process independent, and thus

control all hadronic reactions. Given the light-cone wavefunctions, one can compute
the moments of the helicity and transversity distributions measurable in polarized deep
inelastic experiments [5]. For example, the polarized quark distributions at resolution Λ
correspond to

qλq/Λp (x,Λ) =
∑

n,qa

∫ n∏

j=1
dxj d2k⃗⊥j

∑

λi

∣∣ψ(Λ)
n/H

(
xi, k⃗⊥i ,λi

)∣∣2

× δ
(
1−

n∑

i

xi

)
δ(2)

(
n∑

i

k⃗⊥i

)
δ(x − xq)δλaλqΘ

(
Λ2 −M2

n

)
,

(3)

where the sum is over all quarks qa which match the quantum numbers, light-cone
momentum fraction x, and helicity of the struck quark. Similarly, moments of transversity
distributions and off-diagonal helicity convolutions are defined as a density matrix of the
light-cone wavefunctions. Applications of non-forward quark and gluon distributions have
been discussed in Refs. [6,7]. The light-cone wavefunctions also specify the multi-quark
and gluon correlations of the hadron. For example, the distributions of spectator particles
in the final state which could be measured in the proton fragmentation region in deep
inelastic scattering at an electron–proton collider are in principle encoded in the light-cone
wavefunctions.
Given the ψ(Λ)

n/H , one can construct any spacelike electromagnetic, electroweak, or grav-
itational form factor or local operator product matrix element of a composite or elementary
system from the diagonal overlap of the LC wavefunctions [8]. Studying the gravitational
form factors is not academic: Ji has shown that there is a remarkable connection of the
x-moments of the chiral-conserving and chiral-flip form factors H(x, t, ζ ) and E(x, t, ζ )

which appear in deeply virtual scattering with the corresponding spin-conserving and spin-
flip electromagnetic form factors F1(t) and F2(t) and gravitational form factors Aq(t) and
Bq(t) for each quark and anti-quark constituent [9]. Thus, in effect, one can use virtual
Compton scattering to measure graviton couplings to the charged constituents of a hadron.
Exclusive semi-leptonic B-decay amplitudes involving timelike currents such as B→

Aℓν̄ can also be evaluated exactly in the light-cone formalism [10]. In this case, the
timelike decay matrix elements require the computation of both the diagonal matrix
element n→ n where parton number is conserved and the off-diagonal n + 1→ n− 1

Defines quark distributionsObeys DGLAP Evolution

Z
dk

� BS(k, P )!  LF (x,

~

k?)  BS(x, P )|
x

+=0

Connection to Bethe-Salpeter:
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�M (x,Q) =
� Q

d2�k ⇥qq̄(x,�k�)
P+ = P0 + Pz

Fixed ⌅ = t + z/c

xi = k+

P+ = k0+k3

P0+Pz

⇧(⇤, b�)

⇥ = d�s(Q2)
d lnQ2 < 0

u

x

1� x

k2
� < Q2

�

i

xi = 1

Hadron Distribution Amplitudes

• Fundamental gauge invariant non-perturbative input to hard 
exclusive processes, heavy hadron decays. Defined for Mesons, 
Baryons	


• Evolution Equations from PQCD, OPE	


• Conformal Expansions	


• Compute from valence light-front wavefunction in light-cone 
gauge
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• Square of Target LFWFs                 Modified by Rescattering: ISI & FSI

• No Wilson Line                             Contains Wilson Line, Phases

• Probability Distributions                 No Probabilistic Interpretation

• Process-Independent                      Process-Dependent - From Collision

• T-even Observables                        T-Odd (Sivers, Boer-Mulders, etc.)

• No Shadowing,  Anti-Shadowing      Shadowing,  Anti-Shadowing, Saturation

• Sum Rules: Momentum and Jz               Sum Rules Not Proven

• DGLAP Evolution; mod. at large x   DGLAP Evolution

• No Diffractive DIS                         Hard Pomeron and Odderon Diffractive DIS

Static                           Dynamic

General remarks about orbital angular mo-
mentum
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•LFWFs=Hadron Eigensolutions: Direct Connection to QCD 
Lagrangian 

•Relativistic, frame-independent: no boosts, no disc 
contraction, Melosh built into LF spinors  

•Hadronic observables computed from LFWFs: Form factors, 
Structure Functions, Distribution  Amplitudes, GPDs, TMDs, 
Weak Decays, .... modulo `lensing’ from ISIs, FSIs 

•Cannot compute current matrix elements using instant form 
from eigensolutions alone -- need to include vacuum currents! 

•Hadron Physics without LFWFs is like Biology without DNA!
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QCD and the LF Hadron Wavefunctions
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QCD Lagrangian
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Baryon orbital and radial excitations for

 = 0.49 GeV (nucleons) and 0.51 GeV (Deltas)

!
de Tèramond, Dosch, sjb



Superconformal Meson-Nucleon Partners

 = 530 MeV

!
de Tèramond, Dosch, sjb
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AdS/QCD and  
Light-Front Holography

• Single Scale κ; Only ratios predicted	


• Spectroscopy, LFWFs, and Dynamics	


• LF Schrödinger Equation — Analogous to 
Schrödinger Equation for Atomic Physics	


• QCD Running Couplings	


• Matching Scale Q0
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Some Features of AdS/QCD

• Regge spectroscopy—same slope in n,L for mesons, 
baryons!

• Chiral features for mq=0: mπ =0, chiral-invariant 
proton!

• Hadronic LFWFs!

• Counting Rules!

• Connection between hadron masses and ⇤MS

Superconformal AdS Light-Front Holographic QCD (LFHQCD) 	


Meson-Baryon Mass Degeneracy for LM=LB+1



Need a First Approximation to QCD 
!

 Comparable in simplicity to !
Schrödinger Theory in Atomic Physics

Relativistic, Frame-Independent, Color-Confining
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Goal: An analytic first approximation to QCD
• As Simple as Schrödinger Theory in Atomic Physics 

•Relativistic, Frame-Independent, Color-Confining 

•Confinement in QCD -- What is the analytic form of the confining interaction?  

•What sets the QCD mass scale? 

•QCD Running Coupling at all scales 

•Hadron Spectroscopy-Regge Trajectories 

•Light-Front Wavefunctions 

•Form Factors, Structure Functions, Hadronic Observables 

•Constituent Counting Rules 

•Hadronization at the Amplitude Level 

•Insights into QCD Condensates 

•Chiral Symmetry 

•Systematically improvable
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Bound States in Relativistic Quantum Field Theory: 
Light-Front Wavefunctions

Remarkable new insights from AdS/CFT,the duality 
between conformal field theory  and Anti-de Sitter Space 

Invariant under boosts.   Independent of Pμ

Direct connection to QCD Lagrangian
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AdS/QCD G. F. de Téramond

Scale Transformations

• Isomorphism of SO(4, 2) of conformal QCD with the group of isometries of AdS space

SO(1, 5)

ds2 =
R2

z2
(�µ⇥dxµdx⇥ � dz2),

xµ ⇤ ⇥xµ, z ⇤ ⇥z, maps scale transformations into the holographic coordinate z.

• AdS mode in z is the extension of the hadron wf into the fifth dimension.

• Different values of z correspond to different scales at which the hadron is examined.

x2 ⇤ ⇥2x2, z ⇤ ⇥z.

x2 = xµxµ: invariant separation between quarks

• The AdS boundary at z ⇤ 0 correspond to theQ⇤⌅, UV zero separation limit.

Caltech High Energy Seminar, Feb 6, 2006 Page 11
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Scale Transformations

• Isomorphism of SO(4, 2) of conformal QCD with the group of isometries of AdS space

SO(1, 5)

ds2 =
R2

z2
(�µ⇥dxµdx⇥ � dz2),

xµ ⇤ ⇥xµ, z ⇤ ⇥z, maps scale transformations into the holographic coordinate z.

• AdS mode in z is the extension of the hadron wf into the fifth dimension.

• Different values of z correspond to different scales at which the hadron is examined.

x2 ⇤ ⇥2x2, z ⇤ ⇥z.

x2 = xµxµ: invariant separation between quarks

• The AdS boundary at z ⇤ 0 correspond to theQ⇤⌅, UV zero separation limit.

Caltech High Energy Seminar, Feb 6, 2006 Page 11

invariant measure

AdS/CFT



AdS/QCD G. F. de Téramond
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1 The Holographic Correspondence

• In the “ semi-classical” approximation to QCD with massless quarks and no quantum loops the �

function is zero, and the approximate theory is scale and conformal invariant.

• Isomorphism of SO(4, 2) of conformal QCD with the group of isometries of AdS space

ds2 =
R2

z2
(⇥µ⇥dxµdx⇥ � dz2).

• Semi-classical correspondence as a first approximation to QCD (strongly coupled at all scales).

• xµ ⇤ ⇤xµ, z ⇤ ⇤z, maps scale transformations into the holographic coordinate z.

• Different values of z correspond to different scales at which the hadron is examined: AdS boundary at

z ⇤ 0 corresponds to the Q⇤⌅, UV zero separation limit.

• There is a maximum separation of quarks and a maximum value of z at the IR boundary

• Truncated AdS/CFT (Hard-Wall) model: cut-off at z0 = 1/�QCD breaks conformal invariance and

allows the introduction of the QCD scale (Hard-Wall Model) Polchinski and Strassler (2001).

• Smooth cutoff: introduction of a background dilaton field ⌅(z) – usual linear Regge dependence can

be obtained (Soft-Wall Model) Karch, Katz, Son and Stephanov (2006).

Changes in 
physical

length scale 
mapped to 

evolution in the 
5th dimension z 
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•Soft-wall dilaton profile breaks 
conformal invariance	


•Color Confinement	


•Introduces confinement scale	


•Uses AdS5 as template for conformal 
theory

e'(z) = e+2z2

Dilaton-Modified AdS/QCD



AdS Soft-Wall Schrodinger Equation for  
bound state  of  two scalar constituents:

U(z) = �4z2 + 2�2(L + S � 1)

• Dosch, de Teramond, sjb

⇥
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dz2
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4z2
+ U(z)

⇤
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e'(z) = e+2z2
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• Obtain spin-J mode �µ1···µJ with all indices along 3+1 coordinates from � by shifting dimensions

�J(z) =
⇧ z

R

⌃�J
�(z)
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z �
�
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⇥
z ⇧z + z2M2� (µR)2

⌅
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⌅J(�)⇤��3/2+Je⇥2�2/2 �J(�)

we find the LF wave equation

⌥
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d�2
� 1� 4L2

4�2
+ ⇥4�2 + 2⇥2(L + S � 1)

�
⌅µ1···µJ =M2⌅µ1···µJ

with (µR)2 = �(2� J)2 + L2

Hadron 2009, FSU, Tallahassee, December 1, 2009 Page 18

General-Spin Hadrons
de Tèramond, Dosch, sjb

e'(z) = e+2z2
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Pion: Negative term  for J=0 cancels 
positive terms from LFKE and potential
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Model
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S = 0 S = 0

Soft Wall 
Model

Pion mass  
automatically zero!

mq = 0

Quark separation 
increases with L

Pion has 
zero mass!

Same slope in n and L!
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Structure of the Vacuum in Light-Front Dynamics

• Results easily extended to light quarks masses (Ex: K-mesons)
[GdT, S. J. Brodsky and H. G.Dosch, arXiv:1405.2451 [hep-ph]]

• First order perturbation in the quark masses

�M2
= h |

X

a

m2
a

/x
a

| i

• Holographic LFWF with quark masses
[S. J. Brodsky and GdT, arXiv:0802.0514 [hep-ph]
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• Ex: Description of diffractive vector meson production at HERA
[J. R. Forshaw and R. Sandapen, PRL 109, 081601 (2012)]
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• Effective quark masses from reduction of higher Fock states as functionals of the valence state:
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d

= 46 MeV, m
s

= 357 MeV

Niccolò Cabeo 2014, Ferrara, May 20, 2012
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Prediction from AdS/QCD: Meson LFWF
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Nearly Conformal QCD and AdS/CFT G. F. de Téramond, UCR

• Propagation of external perturbation suppressed inside AdS.

• At large enoughQ ⇤ r/R2, the interaction occurs in the large-r conformal region. Important

contribution to the FF integral from the boundary near z ⇤ 1/Q.

J(Q, z), �(z)
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z

• Consider a specific AdS mode ⇥(n) dual to an n partonic Fock state |n⇧. At small z, ⇥(n)

scales as ⇥(n) ⇤ z�n . Thus:

F (Q2) ⌅
�

1
Q2

⇥��1

,

where ⇥ = �n � �n, �n =
⇤n

i=1 �i. The twist is equal to the number of partons, ⇥ = n.

Quark-Hadron Duality, Frascati, 6-8 June 2005 Page 22

Dimensional Quark Counting Rules:"
General result from "

AdS/CFT and Conformal Invariance

Hadron Form Factors from AdS/QCD 

Polchinski, Strassler 
de Teramond, sjb

J(Q, z) �(z)

D(z) ⇥ (1� z)2Nspect�1

zD(z) = F (x = 1/z)

zD(z)c⇤pX = Fp⇤cX(x = 1/z)

zi ⌅ m⇧i =
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i + k2

⇧

X = cūd̄ū

F (Q2)I⇤F =
� dz

z3�F (z)J(Q, z)�I(z)

Twist ⌧ = n + L
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Holographic Mapping of AdS Modes to QCD LFWFs

• Integrate Soper formula over angles:

F (q2) = 2⇥

⇧ 1

0
dx

(1� x)
x

⇧
�d�J0

⇥
�q

⌥
1� x

x

⇤
⇤̃(x, �),

with ⌃⇤(x, �) QCD effective transverse charge density.

• Transversality variable

� =
⌥

x

1� x

���
n�1⌅

j=1

xjb⇥j

���.

• Compare AdS and QCD expressions of FFs for arbitrary Q using identity:

⇧ 1

0
dxJ0

⇥
�Q

⌥
1� x

x

⇤
= �QK1(�Q),

the solution for J(Q, �) = �QK1(�Q) !

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 35
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Drell-Yan-West: Form Factors are 
Convolution of LFWFs

Identical to Polchinski-Strassler Convolution of AdS Amplitudes
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Uniqueness

• ζ2 confinement potential and dilaton profile unique! 

• Linear Regge trajectories in n and L: same slope! 

• Massless pion in chiral limit!   No vacuum condensate! 

•  Conformally invariant action for massless quarks retained 

despite mass scale 

• Same principle, equation of motion as de Alfaro, Furlan, Fubini, 
Conformal Invariance in Quantum Mechanics Nuovo Cim. A34 (1976) 
569 

de Tèramond, Dosch, sjb 

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1) e'(z) = e+2z2

http://inspirehep.net/record/108211
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Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 

September 25, 2015

Remarkable Features of  
Light-Front Schrödinger Equation

•Relativistic, frame-independent	


•QCD scale appears - unique LF potential	


•Reproduces spectroscopy and dynamics of light-quark hadrons with 
one parameter	


•Zero-mass pion for zero mass quarks!	


•Regge slope same for n and L  -- not usual HO	


•Splitting in L persists to high mass   -- contradicts conventional 
wisdom based on breakdown of chiral symmetry	


•Phenomenology: LFWFs, Form factors, electroproduction	


•Extension to heavy quarks

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)
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•Light-Front Holography

Light-Front Schrödinger Equation
Spectroscopy and Dynamics
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G = uH + vD + wK

G| (⌧) >= i
@

@⌧
| (⌧) >

G = H⌧ =
1
2
�
� d2

dx2
+

g

x2
+

4uw � v2

4
x2

�

Retains conformal invariance of action despite mass scale! 

Identical to LF Hamiltonian with unique potential and dilaton! 

• de Alfaro, Fubini, Furlan

⇥
� d2

d⇣2
+

1� 4L2

4⇣2
+ U(⇣)

⇤
 (⇣) =M2 (⇣)

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

4uw � v2 = 4 = [M ]4

• Dosch, de Teramond, sjb

New term
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What determines the QCD mass scale ΛQCD? 

• Mass scale does not appear in the QCD Lagrangian 
(massless quarks)	


• Dimensional Transmutation? Requires external constraint 
such as 	


• dAFF: Confinement Scale κ appears spontaneously via the 
Hamiltonian:	


• The confinement scale regulates infrared divergences,  

connects  ΛQCD   to the confinement scale κ	


• Only dimensionless mass ratios (and M times R ) predicted	


• Mass and time units [GeV] and [sec] from physics external 
to QCD	


• New feature: bounded frame-independent relative time 
between constituents

↵s(MZ)

G = uH + vD + wK 4uw � v2 = 4 = [M ]4
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fixed uniquely: it is, like the original Hamiltonian with unbroken dilatation symmetry,179

a constant of motion (2). This procedure breaks scale invariance by a redefinition of180

the fields and the time parameter (16). The Lagrangian, expressed in terms of the181

original fields Q(t) is unchanged up to a total derivative (2). The dAFF mechanism182

is reminiscent of spontaneous symmetry breaking, however, this is not the case since183

there are no degenerate vacua (14) and thus a massless scalar 0++ state is not required.184

The dAFF mechanism is also di↵erent from usual explicit breaking by just adding a185

term to the Lagrangian (15).186

In their discussion of the evolution operator H⌧ dAFF mention a critical point,187

namely that “the time evolution is quite di↵erent from a stationary one”. By this188

statement they refer to the fact that the variable ⌧ is related to the variable t by189

⌧ =
2p

4uw � v2
arctan

✓
2tw + vp
4uw � v2

◆
, (22)

i.e., ⌧ has only a finite range. Since q2(⌧) vanishes at the borders of this range (See190

(16)), the surface term in (18) vanishes also there. In our approach ⌧ = x+/P+
191

can be interpreted as the LF time di↵erence of the confined q and q̄ in the hadron,192

a quantity which is naturally of finite range and in principle could be measured in193

double-parton scattering processes. It is also interesting to notice that the conformal194

group in one dimension with generators Ht, K and D is locally isomorphic to the195

group SO(2, 1) and thus, a correspondence can be established between the SO(2, 1)196

group of conformal quantum mechanics and the AdS2 space with isometry group197

SO(2, 1) (16).198

Following the work of de Alfaro, Fubini and Furlan in Ref. (2), we have discussed199

in this letter an e↵ective theory which encodes the fundamental conformal symmetry200

of the QCD Lagrangian in the limit of massless quarks. It is an explicit model in201

which the confinement length scale appears in the light-front Hamiltonian from the202

breaking of dilatation invariance, without a↵ecting the conformal invariance of the203

action. In the context of the dual holographic model it shows that the form of the204

dilaton profile is unique, which leads by the mapping to the light-front Hamiltonian205

9

dAFF: New Time Variable

• Identify with difference of LF time Δx+/P+ 

between constituents 

• Finite range  

• Measure in Double-Parton Processes
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Interpretation of Mass Scale 
• Does not affect conformal symmetry of QCD action$

• Self-consistent regularization of IR divergences$

• Determines all mass and length scales for zero quark mass$

• Compute scheme-dependent           determined in terms of$

• Value of          itself not determined -- place holder$

• Need external constraint such as fπ$

• “Zero-Parameter” Model


⇤MS
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Consider Rw = Q + wS;

w: dimensions of mass squared

Superconformal Algebra 

Retains Conformal Invariance of Action

G11 =
�
� @

2
x

+ w

2
x

2 + 2wf � w +
4(f + 1

2 )2 � 1
4x

2

�

New Extended Hamiltonian  G is diagonal:

G = {Rw, R+
w} = 2H + 2w2K + 2wfI � 2wB

G22 =
�
� @

2
x

+ w

2
x

2 + 2wf + w +
4(f � 1

2 )2 � 1
4x

2

�

Fubini and Rabinovici 

2B = �3

Eigenvalue of G: M2
(n,L) = 42

(n + LB + 1)

Baryon Equation

Identify f � 1
2 = LB , w = 2
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Figure 2: Orbital and radial baryon excitation spectrum. Positive-parity spin-12 nucleons (a) and

spectrum gap between the negative-parity spin-32 and the positive-parity spin-12 nucleons families

(b). Minus parity N (c) and plus and minus parity ∆ families (d), for
√
λ = 0.49 GeV (nucleons)

and 0.51 GeV (Deltas).

cluster. The predictions for the daughter trajectories for n = 1, n = 2, · · · are also shown in

this figure. Only confirmed PDG [23] states are shown. The Roper state N(1440) and the

N(1710) are well accounted for as the first and second radial excited states of the proton.

The newly identified state, the N(1900) [23] is depicted here as the first radial excitation of

the N(1720). The model is successful in explaining the parity degeneracy observed in the

light baryon spectrum, such as the L = 2, N(1680)−N(1720) pair in Fig. 2 (a). In Fig. 2

(b) we compare the positive parity spin-12 parent nucleon trajectory with the negative parity
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42S=1/2, P=+ S=1/2, P=+

S=3/2, P=-

S=1/2, P=- S=1/2, 3/2
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Figure 2: Supersymmetric meson-nucleon partners: Mesons with S = 0 (red triangles) and
baryons with S = 1

2 (blue squares). The experimental values ofM2 are plotted vs LM = LB+1.

The solid line corresponds to
√
λ = 0.53 GeV. The π has no baryonic partner.

between λB and λM . Only confirmed PDG states are included [23].

4.2 The Mesonic Superpartners of the Delta Trajectory

The essential physics derived from the superconformal connection of nucleons and

mesons follows from the action of the fermion-number changing supercharge operator

Rλ. As we have discussed in the previous section, this operator transforms a baryon with

angular momentum LB into a superpartner meson with angular momentum LM = LB+1

(See Appendix B), a state with the identical eigenvalue – the hadronic mass squared.

We now check if this relation holds empirically for other baryon trajectories.

We first observe that baryons with positive parity and internal spin S = 3
2 , such as

the ∆
3

2

+

(1232), and baryons with with negative parity and internal spin S = 1
2 , such

as the ∆
1
2

−

(1620), lie on the same trajectory; this corresponds to the phenomenological

assignment ν = LB + 1
2 , given in Table 1. From (12) we obtain the spectrum 10

M2(+)

n,LB,S= 3
2

= M2(−)

n,LB,S= 1
2

= 4

(

n+ LB +
3

2

)

λB. (44)

10For the ∆-states this assignment agrees with the results of Ref. [24].
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Identical meson and baryon spectra!

Meson-Baryon !
Mass Degeneracy !
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We now check if this relation holds empirically for other baryon trajectories.

We first observe that baryons with positive parity and internal spin S = 3
2 , such as

the ∆
3

2

+

(1232), and baryons with with negative parity and internal spin S = 1
2 , such

as the ∆
1
2

−

(1620), lie on the same trajectory; this corresponds to the phenomenological

assignment ν = LB + 1
2 , given in Table 1. From (12) we obtain the spectrum 10

M2(+)
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n+ LB +
3
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10For the ∆-states this assignment agrees with the results of Ref. [24].
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Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 

September 25, 2015

Features of Supersymmetric Equations

• J =L+S baryon simultaneously satisfies both 
equations of G with L , L+1 for same mass 
eigenvalue!

• Jz =  Lz + 1/2 = (Lz + 1) - 1/2!

• Baryon spin carried by quark orbital angular 
momentum:  <Jz> =Lz+1/2!

• Mass-degenerate meson “superpartner” with 
LM=LB+1.! “Shifted  meson-baryon Duality”

Meson and baryon have same κ!

Sz = ±1/2



Fermionic Modes and Baryon Spectrum
[Hard wall model: GdT and S. J. Brodsky, PRL 94, 201601 (2005)]

[Soft wall model: GdT and S. J. Brodsky, (2005), arXiv:1001.5193]

From Nick Evans

• Nucleon LF modes

⇤+(�)n,L = ⇥2+L

⌅
2n!

(n + L)!
�3/2+Le�⇥2�2/2LL+1

n

�
⇥2�2

⇥

⇤�(�)n,L = ⇥3+L 1⇤
n + L + 2

⌅
2n!

(n + L)!
�5/2+Le�⇥2�2/2LL+2

n

�
⇥2�2

⇥

• Normalization ⇤
d� ⇤2

+(�) =
⇤

d� ⇤2
�(�) = 1

• Eigenvalues

M2
n,L,S=1/2 = 4⇥2 (n + L + 1)

• “Chiral partners”
MN(1535)

MN(940)
=
⇤

2

LC 2011 2011, Dallas, May 23, 2011 Page 13
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Chiral Symmetry 
of Eigenstate!



• Boost Invariant 

• Trivial LF vacuum! No condensate, but consistent with GMOR 

• Massless Pion 

• Hadron Eigenstates (even the pion) have LF Fock components of different Lz 

• Proton: equal probability 

!

• Self-Dual Massive Eigenstates: Proton is its own chiral partner. 

• Label State by minimum L as in Atomic Physics 

• Minimum L dominates at short distances                

• AdS/QCD Dictionary: Match to Interpolating Operator Twist at z=0.

Chiral Features of Soft-Wall 
AdS/QCD Model

Sz = +1/2, Lz = 0;Sz = �1/2, Lz = +1

Jz = +1/2 :< Lz >= 1/2, < Sz
q >= 0



• Boost Invariant 

• Trivial LF vacuum! No condensate, but consistent with GMOR 

• Massless Pion 

• Hadron Eigenstates (even the pion) have LF Fock components of different Lz 
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• Self-Dual Massive Eigenstates: Proton is its own chiral partner. 

• Label State by minimum L as in Atomic Physics 

• Minimum L dominates at short distances                

• AdS/QCD Dictionary: Match to Interpolating Operator Twist at z=0.

Chiral Features of Soft-Wall 
AdS/QCD Model

Sz = +1/2, Lz = 0;Sz = �1/2, Lz = +1

No mass -degenerate parity partners!

Jz = +1/2 :< Lz >= 1/2, < Sz
q >= 0
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Space-Like Dirac Proton Form Factor

• Consider the spin non-flip form factors

F+(Q2) = g+

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥+(�)|2,

F�(Q2) = g�

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥�(�)|2,

where the effective charges g+ and g� are determined from the spin-flavor structure of the theory.

• Choose the struck quark to have Sz = +1/2. The two AdS solutions ⇥+(�) and ⇥�(�) correspond

to nucleons with Jz = +1/2 and�1/2.

• For SU(6) spin-flavor symmetry

F p
1 (Q2) =

⇤
d� J(Q, �)|⇥+(�)|2,

Fn
1 (Q2) = �1

3

⇤
d� J(Q, �)

�
|⇥+(�)|2 � |⇥�(�)|2

⇥
,

where F p
1 (0) = 1, Fn

1 (0) = 0.

Exploring QCD, Cambridge, August 20-24, 2007 Page 52



Using SU(6) flavor symmetry and normalization to static quantities
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From overlap of L = 1 and L = 0 LFWFs
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Nucleon Transition Form Factors

• Compute spin non-flip EM transition N(940)⇥ N�(1440): �n=0,L=0
+ ⇥ �n=1,L=0

+

• Transition form factor

F1
p
N⇥N�(Q2) = R4

⇧
dz

z4
�n=1,L=0

+ (z)V (Q, z)�n=0,L=0
+ (z)

• Orthonormality of Laguerre functions
�
F1

p
N⇥N�(0) = 0, V (Q = 0, z) = 1

⇥

R4
⇧

dz

z4
�n⇥,L

+ (z)�n,L
+ (z) = �n,n⇥

• Find

F1
p
N⇥N�(Q2) =

2
⌅

2
3

Q2

M2
P⇤

1 + Q2

M2
�

⌅⇤
1 + Q2

M2
�⇥

⌅⇤
1 + Q2

M2

�
⇥⇥

⌅

withM�
2
n ⇥ 4⇥2(n + 1/2)

LC 2011 2011, Dallas, May 23, 2011 Page 21
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Consistent with counting rule, twist 3
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Prediction from Super Conformal AdS/QCD: 	
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We present a high-quality description of the deuteron electromagnetic 
form factors in a soft-wall AdS/QCD approach. We first propose an 

effective action describing the dynamics of the deuteron in the presence 
of an external vector field. Based on this action the deuteron 

electromagnetic form factors are calculated, displaying the correct 1/Q10 

power scaling for large Q2 values. This finding is consistent with quark 
counting rules and the earlier observation that this result holds in 

confining gauge/gravity duals. The Q2 dependence of the deuteron form 
factors is defined by a single and universal scale parameter κ, which is 

fixed from data.

Thomas Gutsche, Valery E. Lyubovitskij, Ivan Schmidt, Alfredo Vega

Nuclear physics in soft-wall AdS/QCD: Deuteron 
electromagnetic form factors	


arXiv:1501.02738 [hep-ph]
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Application of Light-Front Holography to the Deuteron Form Factors

Thomas Gutsche, Valery E. Lyubovitskij,  	

Ivan Schmidt, and Alfredo Vega	


!
http://arxiv.org/abs/1501.02738v3

Consistent with quark counting rules	

Ji, Lepage, sjb

http://arxiv.org/abs/1501.02738v3


•Can be used as standard QCD coupling	


•Well measured	


•Asymptotic freedom at large Q2	


•Computable at large Q2 in any pQCD 
scheme	


•Universal  β0,  β1

Bjorken sum rule defines effective charge ↵g1(Q2)
Z 1

0
dx[gep

1 (x,Q

2)� g

en
1 (x,Q

2)] ⌘ ga

6
[1� ↵g1(Q2)

⇡

]



5 Non-Perturbative QCD Coupling From LF Holography
With A. Deur and S. J. Brodsky

• Consider five-dim gauge fields propagating in AdS5 space in dilaton background ⇧(z) = ⇤2z2

S = �1
4

�
d4x dz

⇧
g e⇥(z) 1

g2
5

G2

• Flow equation
1

g2
5(z)

= e⇥(z) 1
g2
5(0)

or g2
5(z) = e��2z2

g2
5(0)

where the coupling g5(z) incorporates the non-conformal dynamics of confinement

• YM coupling �s(⇥) = g2
Y M (⇥)/4⌅ is the five dim coupling up to a factor: g5(z)⌅ gY M (⇥)

• Coupling measured at momentum scale Q

�AdS
s (Q) ⇤

� ⇥

0
⇥d⇥J0(⇥Q)�AdS

s (⇥)

• Solution

�AdS
s (Q2) = �AdS

s (0) e�Q2/4�2
.

where the coupling �AdS
s incorporates the non-conformal dynamics of confinement

Hadron 2009, FSU, Tallahassee, December 1, 2009 Page 27

Running Coupling from  Modified AdS/QCD
Deur,  de Teramond, sjb
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Running Coupling from  Modified AdS/QCD
Deur,  de Teramond, sjb



↵AdS
s (Q2) = ↵AdS

s (0)e�Q2/42

 = 0.54 GeV

AdS/QCD dilaton captures the higher twist corrections to  effective charges for Q < 1 GeV
e' = e+2z2

Deur,  de Teramond, sjb
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Deur,  de Teramond, sjb

Connect ⇤MS to hadron masses!

Experiment: M⇢ = 0.7753± 0.0003 GeV

⇤MS = 0.341 GeV = 0.440m⇢ = 0.622
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Unification Scale Q0

• Matches perturbative to nonperturbative QCD 

• Use for ERBL, DGLAP 

• Hadronization at amplitude level 

• BLFQ transition scale 

• Use Principle of Maximum Conformality (PMC) 
to make scheme-indepedent predictions without 
renormalization scale ambiguity
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Xing-Gang Wu, Matin Mojaza "
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Shift scale of αs to µPMC
R to eliminate {βR

i }− terms

Conformal Series

Choose renormalization scheme; e.g. αR
s (µ

init
R )

Choose µinit
R ; arbitrary initial renormalization scale

Identify {βR
i }− terms using nf − terms

through the PMC −BLM correspondence principle

Result is independent of µinit
R and scheme at fixed order

No renormalization scale ambiguity! 
!

Result is independent of  
Renormalization scheme  

and initial scale! 
!

QED Scale Setting at NC=0 
!
!

Eliminates unnecessary  
systematic uncertainty

PMC/BLM

Set multiple renormalization scales -- 	

Lensing, DGLAP, ERBL Evolution ...

δ-Scheme automatically             
identifies β-terms!

Scale fixed at each order

Principle of Maximum Conformality



Interpretation of Mass Scale 

• Does not affect conformal symmetry of QCD action"

• Self-consistent regularization of IR divergences"

• Determines all mass and length scales for zero quark mass"

• Compute scheme-dependent           determined in terms of"

• Value of          itself not determined -- place holder"

• Need external constraint such as fπ


⇤MS





!
de Tèramond,  Deur, Dosch, sjb
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!

"Quantum Field Theory in a Nutshell"	

!

Dreams of Exact Solvability

“In other words, if you manage to calculate mP it better come out pro-

portional to ⇤QCD since ⇤QCD is the only quantity with dimension of mass

around.

Similarly for m⇢.

Put in precise terms, if you publish a paper with a formula giving m⇢/mP in

terms of pure numbers such as 2 and ⇡, the field theory community will hail

you as a conquering hero who has solved QCD exactly.”
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"Quantum Field Theory in a Nutshell"	

!

Dreams of Exact Solvability

m⇢

mP
= 1p

2

Light-Front Holography:

⇤MS

m⇢
= 0.455± 0.031

“In other words, if you manage to calculate mP it better come out pro-

portional to ⇤QCD since ⇤QCD is the only quantity with dimension of mass

around.

Similarly for m⇢.

Put in precise terms, if you publish a paper with a formula giving m⇢/mP in

terms of pure numbers such as 2 and ⇡, the field theory community will hail

you as a conquering hero who has solved QCD exactly.”

(mq = 0)
m⇡ = 0

m⇢ ' 2.2 ⇤MSmp ' 3.21 ⇤MS
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Frascati INFN 
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Remarkable Features of  
Light-Front Schrödinger Equation

•Relativistic, frame-independent	


•QCD scale appears - unique LF potential	


•Reproduces spectroscopy and dynamics of light-quark hadrons with 
one parameter	


•Zero-mass pion for zero mass quarks!	


•Regge slope same for n and L  -- not usual HO	


•Splitting in L persists to high mass   -- contradicts conventional 
wisdom based on breakdown of chiral symmetry	


•Phenomenology: LFWFs, Form factors, electroproduction	


•Extension to heavy quarks

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)
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Remarkable Features of  
Light-Front Schrödinger Equation

•Relativistic, frame-independent	


•QCD scale appears - unique LF potential	


•Reproduces spectroscopy and dynamics of light-quark hadrons with 
one parameter	


•Zero-mass pion for zero mass quarks!	


•Regge slope same for n and L  -- not usual HO	


•Splitting in L persists to high mass   -- contradicts conventional 
wisdom based on breakdown of chiral symmetry	


•Phenomenology: LFWFs, Form factors, electroproduction	


•Extension to heavy quarks

U(⇣) = 4⇣2 + 22(L + S � 1)

Dynamics + Spectroscopy! 
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Automation Example: Static-Quark Potential

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + (c2,0 + c2,1Nf )a(Q

2) + (c3,0 + c3,1Nf + c3,2N
2
f )a(Q

2)2

+ (c4,0 + c4,1Nf + c4,2N
2
f + c4,3N

3
f )a(Q

2)3 + 8⇡2C3
A ln

µ2
IR

Q2
a(Q2)3

i

Known:

Need:

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + [r2,0 + �0r2,1]a(Q) + [r3,0 + �1r2,1 + 2�0r3,1 + �2

0r3,2]a(Q)2

+ [r4,0 + �2r2,1 + 2�1r3,1 +
5

2
�1�0r3,2 + 3�0r4,1 + 3�2

0r4,2 + �3
0r4,3]a(Q)4
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Three-loop static potential

Alexander V. Smirnov,1 Vladimir A. Smirnov,2 and Matthias Steinhauser3
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We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.

PACS numbers: 12.38.Bx, 14.65.Dw, 14.65.Fy, 14.65.Ha

The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2

[

1 +
αs(|q⃗ |)

4π
a1 +

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)2

a2

+

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)3 (

a3 + 8π2C3
A ln

µ2

q⃗ 2

)

+ · · ·

]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.

PACS numbers: 12.38.Bx, 14.65.Dw, 14.65.Fy, 14.65.Ha

The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2

[

1 +
αs(|q⃗ |)

4π
a1 +

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)2

a2

+

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)3 (

a3 + 8π2C3
A ln

µ2

q⃗ 2

)

+ · · ·

]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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Automation Example: Static-Quark Potential

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + (c2,0 + c2,1Nf )a(Q

2) + (c3,0 + c3,1Nf + c3,2N
2
f )a(Q

2)2

+ (c4,0 + c4,1Nf + c4,2N
2
f + c4,3N

3
f )a(Q

2)3 + 8⇡2C3
A ln

µ2
IR

Q2
a(Q2)3

i

Known:

Need:

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + [r2,0 + �0r2,1]a(Q) + [r3,0 + �1r2,1 + 2�0r3,1 + �2

0r3,2]a(Q)2

+ [r4,0 + �2r2,1 + 2�1r3,1 +
5

2
�1�0r3,2 + 3�0r4,1 + 3�2

0r4,2 + �3
0r4,3]a(Q)4
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We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.

PACS numbers: 12.38.Bx, 14.65.Dw, 14.65.Fy, 14.65.Ha

The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2

[

1 +
αs(|q⃗ |)

4π
a1 +

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)2

a2

+

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)3 (

a3 + 8π2C3
A ln

µ2

q⃗ 2

)

+ · · ·

]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.

PACS numbers: 12.38.Bx, 14.65.Dw, 14.65.Fy, 14.65.Ha

The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2

[

1 +
αs(|q⃗ |)

4π
a1 +

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)2

a2

+

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)3 (

a3 + 8π2C3
A ln

µ2

q⃗ 2

)

+ · · ·

]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-

Smirnov, Smirnov, Steinhauser, 2010

Heavy Quark Potential is IR Divergent in QCD

Confinement eliminates IR divergences 
  Self-consistent mass scale κ



9th Summer School in Theoretical Physics, Chongqing, Matin Mojaza

Automation Example: Static-Quark Potential

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + (c2,0 + c2,1Nf )a(Q

2) + (c3,0 + c3,1Nf + c3,2N
2
f )a(Q

2)2

+ (c4,0 + c4,1Nf + c4,2N
2
f + c4,3N

3
f )a(Q

2)3 + 8⇡2C3
A ln

µ2
IR

Q2
a(Q2)3

i

Known:

Need:

V (Q2) =� (4⇡)2CF

Q2
a(Q2)

h
1 + [r2,0 + �0r2,1]a(Q) + [r3,0 + �1r2,1 + 2�0r3,1 + �2

0r3,2]a(Q)2

+ [r4,0 + �2r2,1 + 2�1r3,1 +
5

2
�1�0r3,2 + 3�0r4,1 + 3�2

0r4,2 + �3
0r4,3]a(Q)4

i

ar
X

iv
:0

91
1.

47
42

v2
  [

he
p-

ph
]  

12
 A

pr
 2

01
0

SFB/CPP-09-117, TTP09-44

Three-loop static potential

Alexander V. Smirnov,1 Vladimir A. Smirnov,2 and Matthias Steinhauser3

1Scientific Research Computing Center, Moscow State University, 119992 Moscow, Russia
2Skobeltsyn Institute of Nuclear Physics of Moscow State University, 119992 Moscow, Russia

3Institut für Theoretische Teilchenphysik, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), D-76128 Karlsruhe, Germany
(Dated: November 25, 2009)

We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.
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The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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We compute the three-loop corrections to the potential of two heavy quarks. In particular we
consider in this Letter the purely gluonic contribution which provides in combination with the
fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.
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The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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fermion corrections of Ref. [1] the complete answer at three loops.
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The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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The potential between two heavy quarks constitutes a
fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)

q⃗ 2

[

1 +
αs(|q⃗ |)

4π
a1 +

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)2

a2

+

(

αs(|q⃗ |)

4π

)3 (

a3 + 8π2C3
A ln

µ2

q⃗ 2

)

+ · · ·

]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
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c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)
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FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
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years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
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which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
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values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)
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FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
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have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
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Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)
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FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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fundamental quantity in Quantum Chromodynamics. It
enters in a variety of physical processes like the thresh-
old production of top quark pairs and the description of
charm and bottom quark bound states. Furthermore, it
is crucial for the understanding of fundamental quantities
of QCD, such as confinement. (See Ref. [2] for a recent
review.)
The idea to describe a bound state of heavy coloured

objects in analogy to the well-established hydrogen atom,
goes back to the middle of the 1970s [3]. Shortly after-
wards, about 30 years ago, one-loop radiative corrections
have been evaluated in the works [4, 5]. It took almost 20
years until the next order became available [6–8] which,
at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
of last year the fermionic corrections to the three-loop
static potential have been completed [1, 9, 10]. In this
Letter we report about the pure gluonic part which com-
pletes the three-loop corrections to the static potential.
We present our results for the static potential in mo-

mentum space where it takes the form

V (|q⃗ |) =

−
4πCFαs(|q⃗ |)
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[
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]

. (1)

Here, CA = Nc and CF = (N2
c − 1)/(2Nc) are the eigen-

values of the quadratic Casimir operators of the adjoint
and fundamental representations of the SU(Nc) colour
gauge group, respectively, and αs denotes the strong cou-
pling in the MS scheme. The one- and two-loop coeffi-
cients a1 [4, 5] and a2 [6–8, 11] are given in Eq. (4) of
Ref. [1] where also the higher order terms in ϵ, necessary
for the three-loop calculation, are presented. In Eq. (1)
we identify the renormalization scale µ2 and the momen-
tum transfer q⃗ 2. The complete dependence on µ can
easily be restored with the help of Eq. (2) of Ref. [1].
A new feature of the three-loop corrections to V (|q⃗ |)

is the appearance of infrared divergences [12] which is

FIG. 1: Sample diagrams contributing to the static potential
at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
heavy and treated in the static limit.

represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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at that time, was a heroic enterprize. The two-loop cor-
rections turned out to be numerically quite important
which triggered several investigations to go beyond. End
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at tree-level, one-, two- and three-loop order. Solid and curly
lines represent quarks and gluons, respectively. In the case of
closed loops the quarks are massless; the external quarks are
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represented by the ln(µ2/q⃗ 2) term in Eq. (1). It has
been evaluated for the first time in Refs. [13, 14] (see also
Ref. [15]); in Eq. (1) we adopt the MS scheme which has
been used in Ref. [14]. Let us mention that the infrared
divergence cancels in physical quantities after including
the contribution where so-called ultrasoft gluons inter-
act with the heavy quark anti-quark bound state. An
explicit result can, e.g., be found in Ref. [14] where the
cancellation has been demonstrated in order to arrive at
the measurable energy levels of the heavy-quark system.
We note in passing that higher order logarithmic contri-
butions to the infrared behaviour of the static potential
have been computed in Refs. [16, 17].

Before presenting our results for a3 let us provide some
technical details. We generate the four-point quark anti-
quark amplitudes with the help of QGRAF [18]. Some sam-
ple diagrams up to three-loop order are shown in Fig. 1.
In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
given by the momentum transfer between the quark and
the anti-quark. Although there is only one mass scale
in our problem technical complications arise from the
simultaneous presence of static lines (zigzag lines) and
relativistic propagators (solid lines) which significantly
increases the complexity of the reduction to master in-
tegrals. For this task we employ the program package
FIRE [21] in order to achieve a reduction to about 100 ba-
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In a next step they are processed further with q2e and
exp [19, 20] where a mapping to the diagrams of Fig. 2 is
achieved. The mapping to two-point functions is possi-
ble since the only dimenionful quantity in our problem is
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Heavy Quark Potential is IR Divergent in QCD

Summation of H graphs: confining potential

log 2⇣2

Confinement eliminates IR divergences 
  Self-consistent mass scale κ
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Connection to the Linear Instant-Form Potential

Linear instant nonrelativistic form V (r) = Cr for heavy quarks

Harmonic Oscillator U(⇣) = 4⇣2 LF Potential for relativistic light quarks



Structure of the Vacuum in Light-Front Dynamics

• Compare invariant mass in the instant-form in the hadron center-of-mass system P = 0,

M2
qq

= 4m2
q

+ 4p

2

with the invariant mass in the front-form in the constituent rest frame, k
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, and V is the effective potential in the instant-form

• For small quark masses a linear instant-form potential V implies a harmonic front-form potential U

and thus linear Regge trajectories

[A. P. Trawiński, S. D. Glazek, S. J. Brodsky, GdT, H. G. Dosch, arXiv: 1403.5651]

Niccolò Cabeo 2014, Ferrara, May 20, 2012
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Connection to the Linear Instant-Form Potential
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Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 
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An analytic first approximation to QCD

•As Simple as Schrödinger Theory in Atomic Physics 

• LF radial variable  ζ conjugate to invariant mass squared 

•Relativistic, Frame-Independent, Color-Confining 

•Unique confining potential! 

•QCD Coupling at all scales: Essential for Gauge Link 
phenomena 

•Hadron Spectroscopy and Dynamics from one parameter  

•Wave Functions, Form Factors, Hadronic Observables, 
Constituent Counting Rules 

•Insight into QCD Condensates: Zero cosmological constant! 

•Systematically improvable with DLCQ-BLFQ Methods

AdS/QCD + Light-Front Holography 



Light-Front Holographic QCD, Color Confinement, 
and Supersymmetric Features of QCD

 Stan BrodskyLC2015 
Frascati INFN 

September 25, 2015

• Zero mass pion for mq =0  (n=J=L=0) 

• Regge trajectories: equal slope in n and L 

• Form Factors at high Q2: Dimensional 
counting 

• Space-like and Time-like Meson and Baryon 
Form Factors 

• Running Coupling for NPQCD 

• Meson Distribution Amplitude  

!

AdS/QCD and Light-Front Holography
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Features of AdS/QCD
• Color confining potential              and universal mass scale from 

dilaton  

• Dimensional transmutation  

• Chiral Action remains conformally invariant despite mass scale 

• Light-Front Holography: Duality of AdS and                               
frame-independent LF QCD 

• Reproduces observed Regge spectroscopy —                                  
same slope in n, L, and J for mesons and baryons 

• Massless pion for massless quark 

• Supersymmetric meson-baryon dynamics and spectroscopy:       
LM=LB+1 

• Dynamics: LFWFs, Form Factors, GPDs 

4⇣2

de Tèramond, Dosch, Deur, sjb

⇤MS $ $ mH

e�(z) = e2z2

!
DAFF

    !
Superconformal Algebra  !
Fubini and Rabinovici

↵s(Q
2
) / exp�Q2/42
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Future Directions for AdS/QCD
• Hadronization at the Amplitude Level 

• Diffractive dissociation of pion and proton to jets 

• Identify the factorization Scale for ERBL, DGLAP 
evolution: Q0 

• Compute Tetraquark Spectroscopy Sequentially  

• Update SU(6) spin-flavor symmetry 

• Heavy Quark States:  Supersymmetry, not conformal 

• Compute higher Fock states; e.g. Intrinsic Heavy Quarks 

• Nuclear States — Hidden Color 

• Basis LF Quantization 

!
de Tèramond, Dosch, Lorce, sjb
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DARK ENERGY AND
THE COSMOLOGICAL CONSTANT PARADOX

A. ZEE
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I give a brief and idiosyncratic overview of the cosmological constant paradox.

1.

Gravity knows about everything, whatever its origin, luminous or dark, even the
energy contained in fluctuating quantum fields.

As is well known, this leads us to one of the gravest puzzles of theoretical
physics. Consider the Feynman diagram with the graviton coupling to a matter
field (for example an electron field) loop. If we claim to understand the physics
of the electron field up to an energy scale of M, then the graviton sees an energy
density given schematically by Λ ∼ M 4 + M2m2

elog( M
me

) + m4
elog( M

me
) + · · · . Just

about any reasonable choice of M leads to a humongous energy density!!! In fact,
even if the first two terms were to be mysteriously deleted, there is still an energy
density of order m4

e, that is, an energy density corresponding to one electron mass
in a volume the size of the Compton wavelength of the electron, filling all of space,
which is clearly unacceptable.

Apparently, this disastrous prediction of quantum field theory has nothing to
do with quantum gravity. Indeed, the quantum field theory we need for the matter
field is merely free field theory: we are just adding up zero point energy of harmonic
oscillators.

The cosmological constant paradox may be summarized as follows. In some
suitable units, the cosmological constant was expected to have the value ∼ 10123.
This was so huge that it was decreed to be equal to = 0 identically, while the
measured value turned out to be ∼ 1. I have argued elsewhere that the proton
decay rate might offer an instructive lesson here.

I am presuming that the observed dark energy is the fabled cosmological con-
stant. The evidence seems increasingly to favor this simplest of hypotheses. Even
if this were not the case, much of the paradox still remains.

I define Λ by writing the Einstein-Hilbert action as
∫

d4x
√

g( 1
GR+Λ). It is useful

1336

“One of the gravest puzzles of 
theoretical physics”

Extraordinary conflict between the conventional definition of the vacuum in !
quantum field theory and cosmology
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suitable units, the cosmological constant was expected to have the value ∼ 10123.
This was so huge that it was decreed to be equal to = 0 identically, while the
measured value turned out to be ∼ 1. I have argued elsewhere that the proton
decay rate might offer an instructive lesson here.

I am presuming that the observed dark energy is the fabled cosmological con-
stant. The evidence seems increasingly to favor this simplest of hypotheses. Even
if this were not the case, much of the paradox still remains.

I define Λ by writing the Einstein-Hilbert action as
∫

d4x
√

g( 1
GR+Λ). It is useful
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“One of the gravest puzzles of 
theoretical physics”

!
Elements of the solution: 

(A) Light-Front Quantization: causal, frame-independent vacuum 
(B) New understanding of QCD “Condensates” 

(C) Higgs Light-Front Zero Mode 

!

Extraordinary conflict between the conventional definition of the vacuum in !
quantum field theory and cosmology



Two Definitions of Vacuum State

Instant Form: Lowest Energy Eigenstate of Instant-
Form Hamiltonian

Front Form: Lowest Invariant Mass Eigenstate of Light-Front 
Hamiltonian

Frame-independent eigenstate at fixed LF time τ = t+z/c !
within  causal horizon

Eigenstate defined at one time t over all space; !
Acausal! Frame-Dependent

Frame-independent description of the causal physical universe!
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Light-Front vacuum can simulate empty universe

• Independent of observer frame 

• Causal 

• Lowest invariant mass state M= 0. 

• Trivial up to k+=0 zero modes-- already normal-ordering 

• Higgs theory consistent with trivial LF vacuum (Srivastava, 
sjb) 

• QCD and AdS/QCD: “In-hadron”condensates (Maris, Tandy 
Roberts)  -- GMOR satisfied. 

• QED vacuum; no loops 

• Zero cosmological constant from QED, QCD

Shrock, Tandy, Roberts, sjb
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Light-front !LF" quantization in the light-cone !LC" gauge is used to construct a renormalizable theory of the
standard model. The framework derived earlier for QCD is extended to the Glashow-Weinberg-Salam !GWS"
model of electroweak interaction theory. The Lorentz condition is automatically satisfied in LF-quantized QCD
in the LC gauge for the free massless gauge field. In the GWS model, with the spontaneous symmetry breaking
present, we find that the ’t Hooft condition accompanies the LC gauge condition corresponding to the massive
vector boson. The two transverse polarization vectors for the massive vector boson may be chosen to be the
same as found in QCD. The nontransverse and linearly independent third polarization vector is found to be
parallel to the gauge direction. The corresponding sum over polarizations in the standard model, indicated by
K#$(k), has several simplifying properties similar to the polarization sum D#$(k) in QCD. The framework is
unitary and ghost free !except for the ghosts at k!"0 associated with the light-cone gauge prescription". The
massive gauge field propagator has well-behaved asymptotic behavior. The interaction Hamiltonian of elec-
troweak theory can be expressed in a form resembling that of covariant theory, plus additional instantaneous
interactions which can be treated systematically. The LF formulation also provides a transparent discussion of
the Goldstone boson !or electroweak" equivalence theorem, as the illustrations show.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The quantization of relativistic field theory at fixed light-
front time %"(t#z/c)/!2, which was proposed by Dirac
&1', has found important applications &2–5' in gauge field
theory, string theory &6', and M theory &7', and it has become
a useful alternative tool for the analysis of nonperturbative
problems in quantum chromodynamics &8'. Light-front quan-
tization has been employed in the non-Abelian bosonization
&9' of the field theory of N free Majorana fermions. The
!non-perturbative" degenerate vacuum structures, the
(-vacua in the Schwinger model and their absence in the
chiral Schwinger model, were shown &10,11' to follow trans-
parently in the front form theory, along with the natural
emergence in the former case of their continuum normaliza-
tion. Also the requirement of the microcausality &12' implies
that the LF framework is more appropriate for quantizing
&13' the self-dual !chiral boson" scalar field.
LF quantization is especially useful for quantum chromo-

dynamics, since it provides a rigorous extension of many-
body quantum mechanics to relativistic bound states: the
quark, and gluon momenta and spin correlations of a hadron
become encoded in the form of universal process-
independent, Lorentz-invariant wave functions &2'. The LF
quantization of QCD in its Hamiltonian form thus provides
an alternative to lattice gauge theory for the computation of
nonperturbative quantities such as the spectrum as well as

the LF Fock state wave functions of relativistic bound states
&3'.
We have recently presented a systematic study &14' of

light-cone !LC" gauge LF-quantized QCD theory following
the Dirac method &15,16' and constructed the Dyson-Wick
S-matrix expansion based on LF-time-ordered products. In
our analysis &14' one imposes the light-cone gauge condition
as a linear constraint using a Lagrange multiplier, rather than
a quadratic form. We then find that the LF-quantized free
gauge theory simultaneously satisfies the covariant gauge
condition )•A"0 as an operator condition as well as the LC
gauge condition. The resulting Feynman rule for the gauge
field propagator in the LC gauge is doubly transverse

*0!T„Aa
#!x "Ab

$!0 "…!0+"
i,ab

!2-"4" d4ke#ik•x D#$!k "

k2!i.
!1"

where

D#$!k ""#g#$!
n#k$!n$k#

!n•k "
#

k2

!n•k "2
n#n$ ,

n#D#$"k#D#$"0,

and n# is the null four-vector, gauge direction. Thus only
physical degrees of freedom propagate.
The remarkable properties of !the projector" D$# provide

much simplification in the computations of loop amplitudes.
In the case of tree graphs, the term proportional to n#n$
cancels against the instantaneous gluon exchange term. In
our previous paper &14', we showed how the double-pole
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†Email address: sjbth@slac.stanford.edu

PHYSICAL REVIEW D 66, 045019 !2002"
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dynamics, since it provides a rigorous extension of many-
body quantum mechanics to relativistic bound states: the
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become encoded in the form of universal process-
independent, Lorentz-invariant wave functions &2'. The LF
quantization of QCD in its Hamiltonian form thus provides
an alternative to lattice gauge theory for the computation of
nonperturbative quantities such as the spectrum as well as
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light-cone !LC" gauge LF-quantized QCD theory following
the Dirac method &15,16' and constructed the Dyson-Wick
S-matrix expansion based on LF-time-ordered products. In
our analysis &14' one imposes the light-cone gauge condition
as a linear constraint using a Lagrange multiplier, rather than
a quadratic form. We then find that the LF-quantized free
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• Same phenomenological predictions 

• Higgs field has three components 

• Real part creates Higgs particle  

• Imaginary part (Goldstone) become longitudinal 
components of  W,  Z 

• Higgs VEV of instant form becomes k+=0 LF zero mode!!

• Analogous to a background static classical Zeeman 
or Stark Fields 

• Zero  contribution to Tμμ ; zero coupling to gravity

Standard Model on the Light-Front 

P. Srivastava, sjb
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• Anti-Shadowing is Universal 

• ISI and FSI are higher twist effects and 
universal 

• High transverse momentum hadrons arise 
only from jet fragmentation  -- baryon 
anomaly! 

• Heavy quarks only from gluon splitting 

• Renormalization scale cannot be fixed 

• QCD condensates are vacuum effects 

• QCD gives 1042 to the cosmological constant

QCD Myths
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FIG. 2: (Color online) Comparison with experimental ratios
R = F A

2 /F D
2 . The ordinate indicates the fractional differences

between experimental data and theoretical values: (Rexp −

Rtheo)/Rtheo.

-0.2

0

0.2

NMC

-0.2

0

0.2

-0.2

0

0.2

Be/C

Al/C

Ca/C

-0.2

0

0.2

0.01 0.1 1

x

C/Li

-0.2

0

0.2

-0.2

0

0.2

-0.2

0

0.2

-0.2

0

0.2

0.01 0.1 1

x

Fe/C

Sn/C

Pb/C

Ca/Li

FIG. 3: (Color online) Comparison with experimental data of
R = F A

2 /F C,Li
2
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ters cannot be determined easily by the present data.
The χ2 analysis results are shown in comparison with

the data. First, χ2 values are listed for each nuclear
data set in Table III. The total χ2 divided by the degree
of freedom is 1.58. Comparison with the actual data is
shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4 for the FA

2 /FD
2 , FA

2 /FC,Li
2 ,

and Drell-Yan (σpA
DY /σpA′

DY ) data, respectively. These ra-
tios are denoted Rexp for the experimental data and Rtheo

for the parametrization calculations. The deviation ra-
tios (Rexp−Rtheo)/Rtheo are shown in these figures. The
NPDFs are evolved to the experimental Q2 points, then
the ratios (Rexp − Rtheo)/Rtheo are calculated.
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FIG. 5: (Color online) Parametrization results are compared
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DY . The theoretical curves and uncertainties are cal-
culated at Q2=5 GeV2 for the F2 ratios and at Q2=50 GeV2

for the Drell-Yan ratios.

As examples, actual data are compared with the
parametrization results in Fig. 5 for the ratios FCa

2 /FD
2

and σpCa
DY /σpD

DY . The shaded areas indicate the ranges of
NPDF uncertainties, which are calculated at Q2=5 GeV2

for the F2 ratios and at Q2=50 GeV2 for the Drell-Yan
ratios. The experimental data are well reproduced by the
parametrization, and the the data errors agree roughly
with the uncertainty bands. We should note that the
parametrization curves and the uncertainties are calcu-
lated at at Q2=5 and 50 GeV2, whereas the data are
taken at various Q2 points. In Fig. 5, the smallest-
x data at x=0.0062 for FCa

2 /FD
2 seems to deviate from

the parametrization curve. However, the deviation comes
simply from a Q2 difference. In fact, if the theoretical ra-
tio is estimated at the experimental Q2 point, the data
point agrees with the parametrization as shown in Fig.
2.

5

Anti-Shadowing

Shadowing
M. Hirai, S. Kumano and T. H. Nagai,
“Nuclear parton distribution functions
and their uncertainties,”
Phys. Rev. C 70, 044905 (2004)
[arXiv:hep-ph/0404093].
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Figure 1: Nuclear correction factor R according to Eq. 1
for the differential cross section d2σ/dx dQ2 in charged
current neutrino-Fe scattering at Q2 = 5 GeV2. Results
are shown for the charged current neutrino (solid lines)
and anti-neutrino (dashed lines) scattering from iron.
The upper (lower) pair of curves shows the result of our
analysis with the Base-2 (Base-1) free-proton PDFs.

Figure 2: Predictions (solid and dashed line) for the
structure function ratio F F e

2 /F D
2 using the iron PDFs

extracted from fits to NuTeV neutrino and anti-neutrino
data. The SLAC/NMC parameterization is shown with
the dot-dashed line. The structure function F D

2 in the
denominator has been computed using either the Base-2
(solid line) or the Base-1 (dashed line) PDFs.

(significant) dependence on the energy scale Q, the atomic number A, or the specific observable.
The increasing precision of both the experimental data and the extracted PDFs demand that the
applied nuclear correction factors be equally precise as these contributions play a crucial role in
determining the PDFs. In this study we reexamine the source and size of the nuclear corrections
that enter the PDF global analysis, and quantify the associated uncertainty. Additionally, we
provide the foundation for including the nuclear correction factors as a dynamic component of
the global analysis so that the full correlations between the heavy and light target data can be
exploited.

A recent study 1 analyzed the impact of new data sets from the NuTeV 3, Chorus, and E-
866 Collaborations on the PDFs. This study found that the NuTeV data set (together with the
model used for the nuclear corrections) pulled against several of the other data sets, notably the
E-866, BCDMS and NMC sets. Reducing the nuclear corrections at large values of x reduced
the severity of this pull and resulted in improved χ2 values. These results suggest on a purely
phenomenological level that the appropriate nuclear corrections for ν-DIS may well be smaller
than assumed.

To investigate this question further, we use the high-statistics ν-DIS experiments to perform
a dedicated PDF fit to neutrino–iron data.2 Our methodology for this fit is parallel to that of
the previous global analysis,1 but with the difference we use only Fe data and that no nuclear
corrections are applied to the analyzed data; hence, the resulting PDFs are for a bound proton
in an iron nucleus. Specifically, we determine iron PDFs using the recent NuTeV differential
neutrino (1371 data points) and anti-neutrino (1146 data points) DIS cross section data,3 and
we include NuTeV/CCFR dimuon data (174 points) which are sensitive to the strange quark
content of the nucleon. We impose kinematic cuts of Q2 > 2 GeV and W > 3.5 GeV, and obtain
a good fit with a χ2 of 1.35 per data point.2

2 Nuclear Correction Factors

We now compare our iron PDFs with the free-proton PDFs (appropriately scaled) to infer the
proper heavy target correction which should be applied to relate these quantities. Within the

Extrapolations from  NuTeV

SLAC/NMC data

Q2 = 5 GeV2

Scheinbein, Yu, Keppel, Morfin, Olness, Owens
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