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We will discuss in a systematic way a generalization of ordinary global symmetries, whose charged operators
are line operators, surface operators, etc., and whose charged excitations are strings, membranes, etc. Many of
the properties of ordinary global symmetries apply here. They lead to Ward identities and hence to selection
rules on amplitudes. Such global symmetries can be coupled to classical background fields and they can be
gauged by summing over these classical fields. These generalized global symmetries can be spontaneously
broken (either completely or to a subgroup). They can also have ’t Hooft anomalies, which prevent us from
gauging them, but lead to ’t Hooft anomaly matching conditions. Such anomalies can also lead to anomaly in-
flow on various defects and exotic Symmetry Protected Topological phases. Our analysis of these symmetries
gives a new unified perspective of many known phenomena and uncovers new results.
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