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Fig. 4. The schematics of muon injection and storage in the g − 2 ring.

magnetic field !B where they travel in a circle. The ring 5 is a toroid–shaped structure with a diameter of 14
meters, the aperture of the beam pipe is 90 mm, the field is 1.45 Tesla and the momentum of the muon is
pµ = 3.094 GeV. In the horizontal plane of the orbit the muons execute a relativistic cyclotron motion with
angular frequency ωc. By the motion of the muon magnetic moment in the homogeneous magnetic field the
spin axis is changed in a particular way as described by the Larmor precession. After each circle the muon’s
spin axis changes by 12’ (arc seconds), while the muon is traveling at the same momentum (see Fig. 3). The
muon spin is precessing with angular frequency ωs, which is slightly bigger than ωc by the difference angular
frequency ωa = ωs − ωc.

ωc =
eB

mµ γ
, ωs =

eB

mµ γ
+ aµ

eB

mµ
, ωa = aµ

eB

mµ
, (23)

where γ = 1/
√

1 − v2 is the relativistic Lorentz factor and v the muon velocity. In the experiment ωa and
B are measured. The muon mass mµ is obtained from an independent experiment on muonium, which is a
(µ+e−) bound system. Note that if the muon would just have its Dirac magnetic moment g = 2 (tree level)
the direction of the spin of the muon would not change at all.

In order to retain the muons in the ring an electrostatic focusing system is needed. Thus in addition to the
magnetic field !B an electric quadrupole field !E in the plane normal to the particle orbit must be applied.
This transversal electric field changes the angular frequency according to

!ωa =
e

mµ

(

aµ
!B −

[

aµ − 1

γ2 − 1

]

!v × !E

)

. (24)

This key formula for measuring aµ was found by Bargmann, Michel and Telegdi in 1959 [70,96]. Interestingly,
one has the possibility to choose γ such that aµ − 1/(γ2 − 1) = 0, in which case ωa becomes independent of
!E. This is the so–called magic γ. When running at the corresponding magic energy, the muons are highly
relativistic, the magic γ-factor being γ =

√

1 + 1/aµ = 29.3. The muons thus travel almost at the speed
of light with energies of about Emagic = γmµ ' 3.098 GeV. This rather high energy, which is dictated by
the requirement to minimize the precession frequency shift caused by the electric quadrupole superimposed
upon the uniform magnetic field, also leads to a large time dilatation. The lifetime of a muon at rest is
2.19711 µs, while in the ring it is 64.435 µs (theory) [64.378 µs (experiment)]). Thus, with their lifetime
being much larger than at rest, muons are circling in the ring many times before they decay into a positron

5 A picture of the BNL muon storage ring may be found on the Muon g−2 Collaboration Web Page http://www.g-2.bnl.gov/
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