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Physics Learned Societies have the goal to promote 
Physics & Physicists’ interests

Their means are:

§ Membership
§ Prizes
§ Meetings, conferences
§ Bulletins, newsletters, social media
§ Scientific publications
§ Declarations, statements, surveys, reports
§ Initiatives & actions 

  – The International Year of Quantum Science and Technology 2025

     –  The International Year of Basics Sciences for Sustainable Development 2022
       – The International Year of Light 2015 
          – The International Year of Physics  2005 



The European 
Physical Society

(EPS)

An example for all ...



The European Physical Society was founded in Geneva, Switzerland 
in 1968 – through the inspired leadership of Gilberto Bernardini 
(CERN Research Director) 
“as a further demonstra3on of the determina3on of scien3sts to 
collaborate as close as possible in order to make their posi3ve 
contribu3on to the strength of European cultural unity”



Dedicated to the physics community at large but also to a wider audience, and 
in line with this idea of scien2fic “cultural unity” à launch of a new iniLaLve 
end of 2011

EPS HISTORIC SITES
The EPS Historic Sites Award commemorates places in Europe – or even outside 
geographical Europe – important for the development and the history of PHYSICS

Sites with naLonal or European/internaLonal significance to physics and its history 
can be considered for the Historic Site disLncLon from the EPS

à places (laboratories, buildings, insLtuLons, universiLes, towns etc…) associated 
with an event, discovery, research or body of work, by one or more individuals, 
that made long lasLng contribuLons to physics

NominaLons are open throughout the year from the EPS website and reviewed 2-
3 Lmes/year by the EPS Historic Sites Commi<ee

The EPS works with the nominators to obtain local authorisaLons for placing a 
plaque and in organising the commemoraLve ceremony



For each EPS HS award ceremony:
• Involvement of local national Member Society & Associate Member Institution  

& Authorities 
• Presence of EPS delegation 
• News in e-EPS electronic newsletter

• Article in EPN magazine

Over 110 proposals received from 26 different countries since the 
establishment of the EPS HS distinction (2011) 
• Spontaneous
• Channelled through national Physical Societies

EPS HISTORIC SITES



77 EPS Historic Sites 
inaugurated in 26 Countries

EPS HISTORIC SITES



In Italy, 10 Historic Sites have been inaugurated since the start of the HS initiative:

1. The Goldfish Fountain of the Physics Institute of Panisperna Street – Fermi Centre, 
Rome, Italy, 20 April 2012

2. The Hill of Arcetri, Florence, Italy, 17 May 2013

3. The Villa Griffone in Pontecchio Marconi, Bologna, Italy, 26 May 2013

4. The AdA Storage Ring at the INFN Frascati National Laboratory, Frascati, Rome, Italy, 
5 December 2013

5. The Mount Vesuvius Observatory, Hercolaneum, Naples, Italy, 23 May 2015

6. The "Piersanti Mattarella Tower of Thought", Erice, Italy, 21 August 2016

7. The Institute of Physics of the University, Palermo, Italy, 7 February 2019

8. The Academy of Sciences of the Bologna Institute, Bologna, Italy, 7 November 2019

9. The InsHtute of Complementary Physics of the University, Milan, Italy, 16 September 
2022

10. The Galilean Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts, Padua, Italy, 18 January 2025

11. Villa Mondragone !!!  9 June 2025 







ENTRO 
FERMI
Museo Storico della Fisica e 
Centro Studi e Ricerche Enrico Fermi 

C Rome, Italy – 20 April 2012













The Institute of Physics 
of the University 
Palermo, Italy, 7  February 2019

To honour Emilio Segrè and his discovery,
together with Carlo Perrier, of technetium
in 1938. This was the first artificial chemical
element to be isolated by man.



The Academy of Sciences 
of the Bologna Institute
Bologna, Italy, 7 November 2019

To honour Luigi Galvani who in the 18th
century discovered the physiological acDon
of electricity on dead frogs’ muscles when
struck by electric sparks. The phenomenon
was called “Galvanism” and is at the origin of
modern electrophysiology.



The Institute of Complementary 
Physics of the University
Milan, Italy, 16 September 2022

The first institute of physics of the University
of Milan was established by Aldo Pontremoli
in 1924. Named “Institute of Complementary
Physics”, it was rapidly equipped thanks to
Pontremoli with an advanced spectroscopic
and radiological laboratory. The laboratory
was soon considered one of the most
important and modern physics laboratories
in Italy for radiological studies, analyses and
controls In the field of medical physics and
industry.
The Institute was also engaged in the
preparation of the first scientific expedition
to the Arctic led by Umberto Nobile on board
the airship “Italia” in 1928.



The Galilean Academy 
of Sciences, Le>ers and Arts
Padua, Italy, 18 January 2025

To honour Galileo Galilei who was one of the
founding members of the Academy, as
recorded in the minutes of the first session
on 25 November 1599, at the time when he
began his journey toward discovering the
laws of motion.



The City of Göttingen
Göttingen, Germany  
1 April 2025

The European Physical Society (EPS) has named 
the City of Göttingen an “EPS Historic Site” in 
recognition of its leading role in the 
development of quantum mechanics. Quantum 
mechanics and so the basis of quantum physics 
were founded in Göttingen in 1925.
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Mondragone

Pope Gregory XIII
Galileo Galilei

Guglielmo Marconi

HISTORIC SITE





For each EPS HS award ceremony so far:

• Improvement of mutual relations between EPS and local national    
Member Societies & Associate Member Institutions  & Authorities 
• Increase of EPS impact & visibility
• Enhancement of some ‘spirit of belonging’ to EPS

Moreover
• Awareness that not only ARTISTIC CULTURAL HERITAGE & NATURAL  

HERITAGE should be preserved for humankind 
but also SCIENTIFIC CULTURAL HERITAGE

This was the goal!

EPS HISTORIC SITES


