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Among the various studies of natural processes, that of light 
gives most pleasure to those who contemplate it; and among 
the noteworthy characteristics of mathematical science, the 
certainty of its demonstrations is what operates most 
powerfully to elevate the minds of its investigators. 
Perspective therefore is to be preferred to all the formularies 
and systems of the schoolmen, for in its province the complex 
beam of light is made to show the stages of its development, 
wherein is found the glory not only of mathematical but also of 
physical science, adorned as it is with the flowers of both.



And whereas its propositions have been expanded with much 
circumlocution I will epitomise them with conclusive brevity, 
introducing however illustrations drawn either from nature or 
from mathematical science according to the nature of the 
subject, and sometimes deducing the results from the causes 
and at other times the causes from the results; adding also to 
my conclusions some which are not contained in these, but 
which nevertheless are to be inferred from them; even as the 
Lord who is the Light of all things shall vouchsafe to reveal to 
me, who seek to interpret this light.


