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Line defects in CFTs: RG flows, cusps, and
applications
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Line defects describe one-dimensional probes of a quantum field theory. Physically interesting examples
can be found in different systems, ranging from magnets to gauge theories. In this talk, I will discuss some
general properties of line defects, including the monotonicity of the defect renormalization group flow and
the structure of the cusp anomalous dimension. I will illustrate the general results by discussing the magnetic
line defect in the O(N) CFT. If time permits I will mention additional examples.
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