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»Supporting Interdisciplinarity, a Challenging Obligation»

ERC President Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon
NOVA Science Day 2019, Lisbon, Portugal

«First, it is very important to be conscious of the considerable variety of 
situations that involve interdisciplinarity: from the obvious case of complex 
problems to bring together truly diverse competencies (of which climate 
change provides an excellent example) to emerging new disciplines and from 
evaluation issues to training issues, etc.»



Ex-post evaluation of ERC projects.
200 randomly chosen projects two years after their completion. The possible grades 
independent evaluators can give are A for breakthroughs, B for major scientific advances, C for 
incremental scientific advances and D for projects with little achievements. 
The differences in the level of performances of interdisciplinary projects has been striking:

Low-interdisciplinarity Medium-interdisciplinarity High-interdisciplinarity

The impact of interdisciplinarity

https://erc.europa.eu/news/supporting-interdisciplinarity-challenging-obligation



«Identifying obstacles to the development of interdisciplinarity is a must because of 
scientific challenges that need to be tackled but also because of the remarkable 
added value brought by interdisciplinary projects which ERC ex-post evaluations 
have shown. It may be even more important to take appropriate measures at the 
training level to make sure that the next generation will be given the proper 
exposure to interdisciplinarity.»

ERC President Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon
NOVA Science Day 2019, Lisbon, Portugal

The challenges of interdisciplinarity

https://erc.europa.eu/news/supporting-interdisciplinarity-challenging-obligation



«With the recent establishment of Synergy grants the ERC 
Scientific Council created a space truly adapted for broader 
interdisciplinary projects. Year after year, the ex-post evaluation 
of completed projects shows that interdisciplinarity is strongly 
correlated to impact and also to innovation.»

How to bring interdisciplinarity within an ERC grant

Synergy Grant

Individual Grant
ADDITIONAL LEGAL ENTITIES
«Where they bring scientific added value to the project, 
additional team members may also be hosted by additional 
legal entities, which may be established anywhere, including 
outside the European Union or Associated Countries, or 
international organisations, subject to any restrictions provided 
in Annex 3 to this Work Programme.»
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The European Innovation Council (EIC) is the main tool 
in support of innovation promoted by the European 
Commission under Horizon Europe, the new Framework 
Program for Research and Innovation of the EU for the 
period 2021-2027. 

The EIC, in particular, is the most relevant initiative 
within Pillar 3 - Innovative Europe and aims to identify, 
develop and implement high-risk innovations of various 
kinds, with a main focus on pioneering innovations, 
disruptive, with a high impact on society and 
potentially market-creating.

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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Eventi Horizon Europe @ Sapienza



Scadenza:  7 marzo 2024 (ore 14.00)

Horizon Europe @ Sapienza
Bandi di supporto alla progettazione

Scadenza.  25 ottobre 2024 (ore 14.00)



"Let researchers try new paths», T. Oni, F. Sciarrino, G. Adesso & R. Knight
Nature 538, 451–453 (2016)


