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KEY FIGURES OF CNRS AS A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 
RESEARCH PERFORMING ORGANISATION (RPO)
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• 34 000 people

• 3,5 billions of Euros

• 1000 research units

• 21 Nobel prize
laureates and 12 
Fields medal winners

• 50000 articles/year
(WoS) + 6500 (SHS)

• Largest
pluridisciplinary RPO in 
Europe



OPEN SCIENCE IN FRANCE AND CNRS
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CNRS RESEARCH 
DATA PLAN 
November 2020

CNRS ROADMAP FOR 
OPEN SCIENCE 
November 2019

OPEN SCIENCE POLICY AT CNRS 

https://www.science-ouverte.cnrs.fr/
Documents are accessible in French, English, or Spanish

• October, 8th, 2019 
« Open Science : a 
necessary revolution»

• November, 16th 2020 
« Open Science 2020 : 
state of the art »
• November, 15th, 2021 –
« Open Science and practices of 
individual assessment»

Annual Open Science Day 
(JSO) at CNRS : one working
day with scientific staff of the 

institutes since 2019

• November, 30, 2022 –
« Sharing Research Data »  -
auditorium CNRS 

https://www.science-ouverte.cnrs.fr/


CNRS OPEN SCIENCE ROADMAP



OPEN ACCESS AT CNRS : WHERE WE ARE  
(46000 scientific articles in all CNRS units each year)
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 77% OF PUBLICATIONS 2020 IN OPEN ACCESS (OBSERVED IN 2022)

 BIG INCREASE IN 3 YEARS FROM 49% TO 77% 

 90 % OF OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATIONS ARE ACCESSIBLE THROUGH

THE OPEN ARCHIVES (HAL, ARXIV …..)

Collaboration DDOR - INIST - DAPP & BSO (MESRI)

48%

61%
67%

77%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2017 2018 2019 2020

94 % of 
publications in 
Open Access 

within the 20000 
articles per year

published by 
CNRS scientists

NEW!



POLICY FOR USING HAL NATIONAL OPEN REPOSITORY
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Starting in 2019, the deposit of publications in open archives such as HAL is almost
MANDATORY :

Each researcher at CNRS fill in a scientific annual report. Now it is not possible anymore
to fill in by hand the references of the publications. You have to first deposit the
manuscript in HAL, then the field of publication will be automatically filled in.

Even more, since 2020, the manuscrit has to be deposited.

2001-2020 : Number of scientific articles in HAL-CNRS Deposit
with
manuscrit



P 8

Report and analysis of scientific publications at CNRS www.science-ouverte.cnrs.fr/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/Rapport-DDOR-CNRS-Paysage-de-ledition-scientifique-au-CNRS-Printemps-2022.pdf

Concentration of a small number of publishers
3 big publishers Elsevier, Springer et Wiley issue 50% of the publications
13 publishers issue 80% of the publications

Rapid growing of the model « author-pays »
• Native open access platforms with mandatory payment of Articles Processing Charges
Plos, MDPI (Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute) and Frontiers Media
Now MDPI fourth place just after Wiley

• Open access journals with mandatory payment of Articles Processing Charges which
are very successful among scientists

Scientific Report, Nature Communication, Plos One

LANDSCAPE OF SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING



PROJECTION WITH AN ECONOMICAL MODEL WITH APC ONLY
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 NOT AFFORDABLE (CNRS WOULD PAY THREE TIMES MORE THAN TODAY)

 NON ETHIC (PAYED BY PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES)

 THE QUALITY OF PAPERS MAY BE LOWER (LOWER RATIO OF REJECTED PAPERS)

 WILL EXCLUDE A LOT OF COUNTRIES (BRAZIL ETC….)

Payment of APC should be avoided



RECOMMANDATION FOR OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING
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ACTION PLAN FOR DIAMOND OPEN ACCESS launched in Europe by Science 
Europe, cOAlition S, OPERAS, and the French National Research Agency (ANR) 
(March 2022)
Some examples supported by CNRS : OpenEdition – Centre Mersenne – Episciences
(overlay journals) – PCI (peer community in) – SMAI (mathematical journals) – S2O 
model (subscribe to open)

GREEN ROUTE
 Open Archives Repository

GOLD ROUTE
 Open access with APC (Article Processing Charge)

DIAMOND ROUTE
 Open access without APC (cost not paid by author but 

by institution)

YES

YES

NO



CNRS RESEARCH DATA 
PLAN

Launched in november 2020
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FAIR-IZATION OF RESEARCH DATA 
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A NATIONAL PLATEFORM FOR SHARING RESEARCH DATA  
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An ecosystem for sharing 
and opening research data



https://recherche.data.gouv.fr/en

https://recherche.data.gouv.fr/en


INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
ASSESSMENT

2019 starting to change criteria at 
CNRS
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NEW PRINCIPLES FOR RESEARCH ASSESSMENT AT CNRS

DORA signed by CNRS (JULY 2018)

The exhaustive list of publications is not anymore required 
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CHANGES TO THE FORMAT OF RESEARCHERS’ ASSESSMENT
FILES

▪ The diversity of researchers' contributions is taken into account, 
and researchers or applicants are asked to situate themselves on four 
aspects of their activities:
1. Contributing to the advancement of science
2. Supervising students, teaching, disseminating research products
3. Innovating, transfering, research results,
4. Managing and/or taking on collective responsibilities

The issue of commitment to geographical, thematic or functional mobility is 
also directly addressed.
▪ The full list of "publications" is no longer required



REFORMING RESEARCH ASSESMENT IN EUROPE
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• On 28 September, the European 
Commission launched the collection of 
signatures for an agreement whose 
signatories will form a coalition CoARA
www.coara.eu to reform research 
assessment. The CNRS was among the first 
signatories. 

• Recognizing diverse contributions and 
careers, taking into account activities such 
as teaching, supervising students, scientific 
mediation, innovation, involvement in open 
science or the community, etc. 

• Being more qualitative and less quantitative 
(less bibliometrics indicators)

• 1st of December : Constitutive Assembly of 
CoARA and Election of the steering board. 

http://www.coara.eu/


GRAZIE!

https://www.science-ouverte.cnrs.fr/
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