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Analogue spacetimes and simulations

moving fluid
superfluid helium
Bose–Einstein condensate
gravity waves in water
electromagnetic waves in a dielectric medium

Analogue Systems



Covariant formulation 
BEC: barotropic, irrotational and inviscid fluid, in a covariant formalism.

i) simulating a spacetime metric 
ii) simulating the effects of spacetime dynamics on a phononic field.

Superfluid regime (barotropic and inviscid)1.



In the long wavelength  regime 

Velocity flows 

Healing length

Strength of the interaction

Scattering length

phonons should have wavelengths 
far longer than the healing length

2.

The fluctuations are massless phonons  

Plugging the Bogoliubov approximation in the equations of motion for the Lagrangian yields  

Normalized velocity flows

Effective speed of sound 



The equations of motion of the mean field φ can be split into 
real and imaginary components resulting in a continuity 
equation

and an equation directly relating bulk field properties with potentials:

Acoustic metric commonly used.
We can obtain it in our covariant 
formulation in the following way.  



Flat spacetime



Simplest simulation
Gravitational wave in 1+1 dimension 

A gravitational wave moving in 
the z-direction

time-dependent perturbations 
in two different polarisations. 

In one dimension
BEC in flat spacetime
in the absence of spatial flows



Vary scattering length
using magnetic fields 

background scattering length

Feshbach resonances



Recent experiments



Analogue experiments can’t falsify or verify a physical theory
(as much as a computer simulation can’t do this either)

Uses and Limitations 

Attention!
New phenomena can be misinterpreted 
Analogues cannot truly discover new effects 

-self-consistency checks 
-useful to study the behaviour of matter
under the influence of fields 
with non-linear behaviour since their non-linearities 
can make computer simulations challenging. 

A good analogy can be an invaluable tool in studying a complex or inaccessible system but… 





Atom interferometer: quantum spatial interferometery

Single particle detector, local
Interferometry in the spatial domain: limited by time of flight
Compatible with Newtonian physics



Gravimeters are going Big



But…I want one in my phone

Change of paradigm!
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Quantum frequency interferometry

Uses interactions: collective excitations, entanglement between atoms
Implementation of frequency modes: phonons in a BEC (massless quantum field)
Interferometry in the frequency (time) domain, non-local
We use parametric amplification produced by the non-linearity introduced by 
atomic collisions 
Compatible with General Relativity: underpinned by QFT in curved spacetime

Howl & Fuentes arXiv:1902.09883

https://arxiv.org/abs/1902.09883
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• Detector can be miniaturized
• High sensitivity
• High resilience to noise

Quantum sensors underpinned by QFTCS
• Continuous source gravitational wave detector
• Quantum relativistic clocks 
• Dark energy
• Proper acceleration
• Local gravitational fields  (UK patent No.1908538.0) 
• Gravitational gradient (UK patent No. 2000112.9)
• Curvature 
• Spacetime parameters
• Dark Matter!

BECs and quantum frequency interferometry

Demonstrate particle creation by spacetime dynamics!

Howl & Fuentes arXiv:1902.09883

https://arxiv.org/abs/1902.09883




BEC in flat spacetime

Minkowski space but with speed of sound

phonons in a cavity-type 1-dimensional trap

spectrum

Solutions to the K-G equation



Gravitational wave spacetime

Resonance!

In a one-dimensional trap 

Continuous sources



Field transformations

Bruschi, Fuentes & Louko PRD (R) 2011

Bogoliubov transformations



Field transformations

The dynamics of spacetime produces a 
Bogoliubov transformation
on the field modes 

Bogoliubov transformation for 
monocromatic gravitational wave



Application: gravitational wave detector 

Circuit representation

Three mode application

Howl & Fuentes AVS Quantum Science 2023

Requires high phonon numbers ~ 𝑁!
and long phonon lifetimes ~10s

Improves the sensitivity by several orders of magnitude.  
Squeezing can be much smaller than assumed previously and 
the system can suffer from short phononic lifetimes. 

Sabin et al 2014



Interferometric transformations

Howl & Fuentes arXiv:1902.09883

https://arxiv.org/abs/1902.09883


Interferometric transformations

Howl & Fuentes Howl & Fuentes AVS Quantum Science 2023

Three mode application

Application: gravitational wave detector 



Used to measure gravitational 
parameters…

gravitational field strengths
accelerations

Quantum metrology

§ Enables ultrasensitive devices for 
measuring fields, frequencies, time

§ Quantum clocks and sensors are 
being sent to space… relativity 
cannot be ignored
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Quantum Metrology

Quantum Fisher information
M number of measurements

There is an optimal measurement such that

Fidelity

Error

parameter

state



General framework for RQM
Ahmadi, Bruschi, Sabin, Adesso, Fuentes, Nature  Sci. Rep. 2014

Ahmadi, Bruschi, Fuentes PRD 2014

Fisher information in QFT:
Analytical formulas in terms of
general Bogoliubov coefficients

Single-mode
Two-mode channels

for small parameters 



Detector sensitivity

Howl & Fuentes arXiv:1902.09883

https://arxiv.org/abs/1902.09883


Detector sensitivity



Constraints

P. Juschitz, Two-mode Phonon Squeezing in Bose-Einstein Condensates 
for Gravitational Wave Detection arXiv:2101.05051

https://arxiv.org/abs/2101.05051


Search for yet unknow sources

Know sources: 10 kHz

Exotic sources: 
primordial black holes 
boson stars 
Early Universe Cosmology
Phase transitions
Preheating after inflation, 
Cosmic strings  
Dark matter
Ultralight 10!"- 10#$ Hz
Decay: Penrose CCC



Slide by John March-Russel







Quantum Weber Bar





Broadband: 3D
Spherical BEC

We are studying different geometries





Commercial applications

Phononic gravimeter:
Same sensitivity but much smaller system. 
Phononic gradiometer:
Improves the state of the art by at least two orders of magnitude



43

Quantum technologies could be 
useful for Fundamental Physics

Main aim: Develop new 
instruments

window to scales that have 
not been explored before

New Physics! 

Quantum technologies can help us put the pieces of the puzzle together



Relativistic effects
on

quantum clocks 



Quantum clocks (quantum 1.0)

Optical clocks routinely achieving 10-17 - 10-18 systematic uncertainty
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Quantum mechanics
Time is absolute (Galilean trans.).
Space and time are different.

Time is a parameter.
Space is an operator.

Particles can be in a superposition
of positions at once.

Time

Relativity
Space and time are not different.
Time is observer dependent
Time flows at different rates in different 
points in space (Lorentz trans.)



Proper time

Does quantum theory imposes 
fundamental limitations on how well
we can measure proper time?

metric



Einstein’s light clock

Classical light Quantum: photons

Lindkvist, Sabin, Fuentes, Dragan, Svensson, Delsing, Johansson PRA (2014)



Relativistic quantum clock model 

How does motion, curvature and 
gravity affect the clock ticks and the
clock’s precision?

Clock: one mode of the field
in a coherent or squeezed state



Relativistic quantum clock model 

Localized relativistic quantum field 



Relativistic quantum clock model 

How does motion, curvature and 
gravity affect the clock ticks and the
clock’s precision?

Clock: one mode of the field
in a coherent state.



Precision: Quantum Fisher information

Coherent state amplitude
Squeezing 

Lindkvist, Sabin, Johansson and Fuentes, Sci. Rep. (2015)



Implementing the twin-paradox
Lindkvist, Sabin, Fuentes, Dragan, Svensson, Delsing, Johansson PRA (2014)

What new did we learn:
Quantum particle creation makes clock tick 
slower







Clock made of atoms in a trap

Notion of time?

Use collective modes of vibration



Testing gravitational induced collapse

Large mass experiments



Spatial superpositions in a double-well potential

Test Penrose’s gravitational induced collapse
Decoherence time must be longer than the collapse time

Schrödinger Cat state

| ⟩𝜓 =
1
2
| ⟩𝑁!0" + | ⟩0!𝑁"

Non-uniform spherical
just touching



Gravitational self-energy
For a uniform sphere

Gravitational collapse depends strongly 
in the mass geometry: signature 

Howl, Penrose & Fuentes, NJP 2019

a) and b) can collapse at shorter times
depending on the ellipticity 



Decoherence and noise

• Three-body recombination
• Two-body losses
• Thermal cloud interactions
• Foreign atom interactions
• Decoherence from the trapping potential 

A 133Cs BEC with 4x109 atoms and R=1 𝜇𝑚 would collapse in approximately 2 seconds

It would be convenient to supressed them after the superposition has been created.

Advantage: atom-atom interactions can be controlled in a BEC

Howl, Penrose & Fuentes, NJP 2019



Confidential: shaking of the building

• Work in progress with Roger, Richard and Devang

Δ𝐸%Δ𝑡 =
ℏ
2

So far, the community has worked on 
making the gravitational self-energy 
larger by increasing the mass to get 
times that are short enough to see 
collapse. For this N > 10%

For much smaller masses collapse times are very long. We 
propose to measure a very small energy uncertainty due to 
gravity: shaking of the building 

A very small energy difference between wells can excite 
and atom to the next energy level. Experiments can detect 
single atoms in a higher state!



Other BEC states

• Work in progress with Penrose & Westbrook

In a BEC atoms are not bound together and 
can tunnel between left and right wells.

We are studying gravitational self-energy 
for a variety of BEC quantum states 



Gravitational self-energy for spheroidals

Howl, Penrose, Fuentes, NJP 2019



BEC geometries and density

Result: non-uniform densities 
produce shorter collapse times

BEC densities are not uniform
quadratic and Gaussian densities

Howl, Penrose, Fuentes, NJP 2019
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Using Quantum technologies we hope to 
understand better physics at the 
interplay of quantum and gravity.


