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At the beginning of my scientific life I had two 
great “Maestri”:

Raoul Gatto and Nicola Cabibbo

When I graduated in ‘63 Nicola was not in Rome. 

Gatto was my thesis advisor and in ‘64 I followed him 
in Florence (with Buccella, Maiani, Preparata)



Erice ‘65

I met Nicola
for the first time
at the Erice 
School in ‘64

Then also in
‘65, ‘66, ‘67

At times I even
drafted part of
his Proceedings!



The Erice School in those years was really great 

The leaders of the field all went there 

Two weeks, lectures at the blackboard, discussions,
students taking notes

Everybody was very young:

In ‘64 I was 23, Nicola 29, Gell-Mann 35, Feynman 46

Nicola was already a star but he was very accessible and 
friendly with the students. Fortunately, I was able
to make a good impression on him, so that I established
with him an important contact for my future  

Soon Nicola settled back in Rome



When Gatto moved to Padua in ‘67 the romans went 
back to Rome, some of us via the US 

In my case it was Nicola who directly contacted Zumino
to arrange that I go to New York University in ‘68

When back in ‘70 it was Nicola who invited me 
to apply  for a tenured position of Assistant Professor
in Rome which I got. 

Thus in the ‘70’s a group started to form around Nicola
with myself and Maiani and then with K. Ellis, Petronzio,
Parisi, Testa, Martinelli...

We were studying the SM, charm, QCD, 
the parton model.... before all these fields were 
widely accepted by the community



A list of papers that Nicola signed with me (and Maiani)



Many more papers were done by the same people 
in different combinations



Nicola’s  large office was our regular meeting point
(even in his absence)

In those years most of our time was devoted to physics

There was a very friendly and relaxed atmosphere
and we all liked our work very much.
Sometimes we also met with families

We had good international relations with many 
visitors in Rome and we often traveled abroad
(with Nicola and Luciano we went to Schools in Gif and 
Orsay, to the triangular meetings Rome-Paris-Utrecht etc)

So the group was indeed very active and, even when 
we were not directly working with him,  we always 
discussed with him



For a period we had a closer relation when 
he was President of the INFN and I was Director of the 
Rome Section 

Then I moved to CERN

But we continued to have many occasions to meet.
He appeared to appreciate the fact that I was well 
informed on the physics at CERN and elsewhere and 
he was interested to learn the developments

In the ‘80’s we all became more important and each of us
took his own way

Nicola was absorbed with APE and then with INFN



Nicola always made a terrific impression on me. 

Certainly he had a very charismatic personality
and everybody respected him

I consider Nicola as one of the most intelligent persons 
I have met in my life. He had a broad range of talents 
and qualities and was really a fine man in all respects

His approach to physics problems was remarkable.
He was not fast (he could remain silent for a long 
while) but was extremely lucid, sharp and deep.

Economy of words and of chalk but great efficiency.

From him wrong statements were very rare. 



He has achieved great things in physics but he could 
have done even more had he been more concentrated 
on physics, but he had plenty of other interests: 

literature, photography, building boats, computers,
telescopes......

Some people think he was lazy: my opinion is that he 
only wanted to do what he liked to do.
In fact, when he was interested in something, he worked
hard



All over the years Nicola had a close connection 
with CERN. He visited regularly, was a member 
of Council, of the SPC etc

In 2004 he spent a year at CERN as guest professor.
As we know, he did a lot of good physics with the 
NA48 Collaboration and brilliantly explained an
intriguing feature of the data on K --> 3π.

His most famous ‘63 paper on the angle shows CERN
as his affiliation

CERN









I conclude my talk here 
with a great sense of loss 


