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• Idea initially inspired to the well-known RAI-TV show "Per 
un Pugno di Libri”, entirely dedicated to books and reading. 

• Format Two teams of students each coming from different 
Italian high-schools, face a competition organized in quiz 
and games related to a book chosen by the program 
authors’, and belonging to Italian and international 
literature.

• The prize of the winner team is BOOKS.
• Very successful format, since 1998 !
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• "Per un Pugno di Libri... SCIENTIFICI"  proposed for 
the first time during the ERN 2020 in Catania (online 
version due to COVID-19 limitations). 

• Main goal : diffusion of the scientific culture among 
young people by means of reading divulgation books. 
Reinforcement of collaborative work among students 
and competition attitude. 

• Organized and presented together with Sara Pirrone
(INFN Catania), and  Alessia Tricomi (UniCT and INFN 
Catania)

• High-schools involved in this first edition : Liceo
Classico “M. Cutelli” and Liceo Scientifico “G. Galilei” 
from Catania. 
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• The book : The Physics of Superheroes.  

• The author : James Kakalios is a professor at the University of 
Minnesota.  His class "Everything I Needed to Know About Physics 
I Learned from Reading Comic Books" is a popular freshman 
seminar.

• Physics topics such as gravity, energy conservation, 
thermodynamics, electricity and magnetism, quantum mechanics, 
solid state physics are illustrated starting from the adventures of 
Superheroes (Superman, Batman, Ant Man, Flash, Spiderman, 
Kitty Pride…).

• The Catania event transmitted online using Streamyard, a live 
streaming studio which streams directly to Facebook, YouTube etc. 
The event can be watched on the INFN national Youtube channel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9p5wVSJBOQ&t=3
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9p5wVSJBOQ&t=3s


• Big success of the Catania
edition among both teachers and
students !!!

• A step forward. Make a national 
project by involving three more 
INFN divisions : 

Cagliari - Corrado Cicalo and 
Viviana Fanti;

Catania - F.B., Sara Pirrone and 
Alessia Tricomi;

Firenze - Adriana Nannini and 
Giovanna Pacini (UniFI);

Napoli - Carla Aramo, Roberta 
Colalillo (UniNA), Clementina 
Sasso (INAF-Osserv. 
Capodimonte), and Valentina 
Scotti.
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Cagliari (online) Napoli (online) Firenze (in presence) Catania (online)

March 1-5, 2022 : local competitions for selecting the best teams for the semifinals.
About 250 high-school students involved and 20 physics teachers.
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• Participation of the book authors to the events. 
• Hoepli publisher joined the Catania event offering books to the local winner team.
• Broadcasts available on the dedicated Youtube channel  https://youtu.be/XjJG9q-8AzM

https://youtu.be/XjJG9q-8AzM
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LS "Nobel”, Torre del Greco (NA) IIS “Einaudi”, Senorbì (CA)

LS “Amedeo di Savoia”, Pistoia LS “Boggio Lera”, Catania

Semifinal April 1st, 2022 (online)



Final competition : June 10th, 
2022, in presence in Catania 
@Città della Scienza
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Winner : LS A. Nobel (Torre del Greco) 

Initial greetings by NFN President A. Zoccoli

Live broadcast by Radio-TV Zammù of the University of 
Catania

Event reported on local and national media (Il Mattino 
di Napoli, La Sicilia)

Around 3000 visualizations on the Youtube channel

Prize : a big bunch of books offered by EsPress 
publisher
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Ready for the next edition 2022-2023 !!!!
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