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What is crowdfunding
• Raising funds for a project from many individuals 

‣ Global market size is 𝓞(100 billion €) annually 

• Can be used as non-traditional project funding 

• Several large platforms exist, available for 
creators from many countries 

• Many encouraging examples:

1.3 M$ raised from 9k backers

400k$ from 2k backers

5 M$ from 3k backers
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QED playing cards by J.&Y. Veatch
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Cardistry & card magic + physics education

[kickstarter link]
[instagram]

[qedplayingcards.com]

Links:

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/qedplayingcards/quantum-playing-cards?ref=user_menu
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/qedplayingcards/quantum-playing-cards?ref=user_menu
https://www.instagram.com/qedplayingcards/
https://www.instagram.com/qedplayingcards/
https://www.qedplayingcards.com
https://www.qedplayingcards.com


Physics is My Favorite Game 
project by M. Stolpovskiy

4

Fundamental deck Experimental deck

Each card explains some physics 
concept 

Each suit is dedicated to one branch 
of physics: 

QM, HEP, Astro and Cosmology

The main experiments that 
assured the progress of 
physics in the past and 

nowadays are presented

Links: 
[first campaign and second one] 

[instagram]

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/physicscards/playing-cards-about-fundamental-physics?ref=user_menu
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/physicscards/playing-cards-about-experimental-physics?ref=user_menu
https://www.instagram.com/physicsismyfavoritegame/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/physicscards/playing-cards-about-fundamental-physics?ref=user_menu
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/physicscards/playing-cards-about-experimental-physics?ref=user_menu
https://www.instagram.com/physicsismyfavoritegame/


Campaign basics
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Catchy 
picture 
& video

Short but informative 
title and subtitle

Funding goal 
(include shipping 

costs!)

Campaign length 
Usually 30 days 
Longer ≠ better

Campaign 
description 

full of details 
and nice 

pictures. Text: 
Thorough but 

short

Rewards 
(Include a 
variety of 

tiers)

+ stretch 
goals

Nice section 
headers for 

easy 
navigation

Instructions 
for first-time 

backers



Prepare your campaign 
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• Wide range of possible project ideas 

‣ Books, games, digital content, etc. 

• Is there a market for similar products? 

• Finalize the details before the campaign
‣ Ask friends to give honest feedback 

‣ Prototype items to ensure quality 

• Who will manufacture it?  Who will ship it? 

‣ Will they ship to all countries?

Crowdfunding 
campaigns work mostly 

like pre-order web-shops

Having competitors is 
good! Being alone on the 

marked with a 
completely unique 

product is not good.

Don’t take anything on granted, ensure every detail of the production



Marketing
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• Visibility is vital to a successful campaign! 
‣ Backers only support projects they see 

• Begin marketing well before campaign
‣ At least 1-2 months in advance 

• Build a social media presence 

• Partner with relevant influencers 
‣ They should be excited about the project 
‣ Coordinate with campaign launch 

• Ignore spam from marketing companies

Most successful 
campaigns have 

thousands of subscribers 
before they start

Marketing requires 
almost as much effort as 
your product! (ideally, 10x 
more than the product!)

Rule of thumb:  
1-10% of your 

subscribers will support 
your campaign. 

Succesful marketing example:
Vivid Kingdoms playing cards

600k subscribers on Youtube 
23k backers on Kickstarter 

Over 2M$ raised



Crowdfunding is not a panacea
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Sharp ramp up on the start: 
- The platform helps promoting new 
campaigns 
- Nobody will help you after it!

Campaign design is as important as the product itself: 
- Catchy video 
- Clear and thorough description 
- Keep funding goal as low as possible (but make sure it 

covers your costs!) 
- Transparency is vital: provide regular updates, good or bad

100% 
funding

Non-successful 
campaigns

# 
ca

m
pa

ig
ns

Successful 
campaigns

Requires a lot of effort 
Honest feedback is 

required (like a 
scientific paper)



Thanks for your attention!
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[https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/
qedplayingcards/quantum-playing-

cards?ref=user_menu] 
[https://www.instagram.com/

qedplayingcards/] 
[https://www.qedplayingcards.com]

QED Playing Cards
Physics Is My 
Favorite Game 

playing cards series
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