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The R&D activities on the A+ coatings are close to end. The coating recipe has to be confirmed in about 2
months and then it will be the time to optimize the coating deposition on full scale substrates. The legacy of this
R&D period is full of new insights about the origin of thermal noise in coatings, less numerous are the insights
on the origin of absorption in amorphous materials, but, anyway, the products of this new understanding are
yet to come. R&D on coatings is all but over. New amorphous materials are becoming highly competitive with
the crystalline ones, on the other hand growth technology and coating transfer for crystalline coatings are
becoming competitive with the advanced status of amorphous coating technology. Time has come to make
new planning for the coating R&D, compatibly with the Post-O5 timeline. The talk is focused on the Virgo
point of view on how to upgrade the AdV+ coatings and how to prepare the road for ET
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