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The original meaning of Scare Mongering and Fear Mongering

Main Entry: fear-mon-ger &
Pronunciation: \ fir- mag-gar, - mén-\
Function: noun . '
Merriam-Webster
! SCAREMONGER
— fear-mon-ger-ing o) -g(a-)rig\ noun

Main Entry: scare-mon-ger o
Pronunciation: \- man-gar, - mén-\

Function: noun

Date: 1888

: one inclined to raise or excite alarms especially needlessly

—— scare-mon-ger-ing i \-g(2-)rin\ noun

«... especially needlessy»
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A possible rationale for fearmongering...

DICTIONARY

52 up, 9 down

1. fearmonger

buy fearmonger mugs, tshirts and magnets

One who spreads the idealogy of fear through propoganda to fulfill a
concealed agenda. Similar to a terrorist, but it fights with information and
not direct violence. Politicians, media personas, and internet posters can

all be fearmongers.

George W. Bush is accused for being a fearmanger for the use of scare
tactics during the 2004 election.

Fear can be instilled, and used,
for specific goals...
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... to sell and deliver drugs, exams or procedures...

Disease mongering

[...] The practice of widening the diagnostic boundaries of
illnesses, and promoting public awareness of such, in order to

expand the markets for those who sell and deliver treatments,
which may include pharmaceutical companies, physicians, and
other professional or consumer organizations.

Wiktionary
['wikJanr1] n.,
a wiki-based Open
Content dictionary
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Pharmageddon "ﬁ"‘"

(Etymology: Blend of Pharmaceutical and Armageddo’

dates from the late 1990s)

A dystopian scenario wherein medicine and the pharmaceuticals

Wiktionary

['wik[anr1] n.,
a wiki-based Open
Content clicr.ionary
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By 2012, the pharmaceutical industry will experience
the biggest shift in product marketing history.

No one is prepared.

It's going to be pharmageddon.




THE ZOMBIE SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Drug marketing is exploring new ways...
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Between alarmist headlines and confident declarations

I Rosiglitazone: seeking a balanced perspective

Editorial
“Health alert over diabetes drug linked to heart risks”,

ran the headline in one UK newspaper.

The occasion for this sudden anxiety was a systematic
review of 42 trials published in the New England Journal
of Medicine by Steven Nissen and Kathy Wolski from the
Cleveland Clinic. They reported an odds ratio of 143
(95% Cl 1.03-1.98) for myocardial infarction (M) in
those taking rosiglitazone compared with controls. The

www.thelancet.com Vol 369 June 2, 2007

The tone of the NEJM paper was one of urgency. In an
accompanying editorial, Bruce Psaty and Curt Furberg
went further and questioned the whole rationale for
prescribing rosiglitazone. GSK has responded by saying

that it “strongly disagrees” with the conclusions of the
NEJM paper. Who is right?

To avoid unnecessary panic among patients, a calm-
er and more considered approach to the safety of
rosiglitazone is needed. Alarmist headlines and confi-
dent declarations help nobody. B The Lancet




Maybe a well-deserved alarm, after all...

"Health alert over diabetes drug linked to heart risks",
ran the headline in one UK newspaper. !

Bloomberg.com
Aug 19, 2009

Avandia was the best-selling drug for diabetes in the
world when it was linked to heart attacks in a 2007
study, sending sales down 63 percent from a peak of
1.4 billion pounds ($2.3 billion) in 2006
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The challenges for science journalists

Science Journalism Goes Global

WHEN SWINE FLU STRUCK SWIFTLY IN MEXICO, IT CREATED A CHALLENGE NOT ONLY FOR
istine Russell s a international public health officials but also for journalists around the world assigned to follow
cenior fellow at Harvard’s  the unfolding story. They needed to explain, in the face of great uncertainty and a nonstop news
Belfer Center for Science  €ycle, what the novel influenza A (HIN1) virus was and the potential dangers it posed. It was
and International Affais @ difficult story handled most capably by experienced health and science reporters.
and president of the Swine flu is the latest in a string of important global stories across the spectrum of science:
ouncil for the Advance-  stem cell research, the human genome, climate change, new energy technologies, evolution,
ment of Science Writing.  space exploration, and HIV/AIDS, to name a few.

In the face of this changing media landscape, journalism and science organizations need to
explore better ways to train reporters, scientists, and other communicators around the world in the
substance and process of science writing. In doing so, it is crucial that the old-fashioned virtues
of good journalism—accurate information, multiple sources, context over controversy, and edi-
torial independence—not be lost in the enthusiasm for communicating content in novel ways.

Fabiofr ...... -\ T P in

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL324 19 JUNE 2009




nature

www.nature.com/nature Vol 459 | Issue no. 7250 | 25 June 2009

Cheerleader or watchdog?

Science journalism is under threat. What can scientists do to help?

hat should any researcher expect from a journalist beyond
the keen intelligence needed to see the newsworthiness
of the researcher’s work, and the ability to spell his or her

name correctly?

For some scientists, the answer is probably ‘Not much’ Many tend
to think of science journalism as a kind of public-relations service,
existing purely to explain new scientific findings to the masses. They

And a minority, moving beyond perceived self-interest, will point
to the deeper value of journalism, which is to cast a fair but sceptical
eye over everything in the public sphere — science included.
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nature

Vol 459 | Issue no. 7250 | 25 June 2009

Looking farther down the road, the scientific community should

work with journalism schools and professional societies to ensure
that journalism programmes include some grounding in what sci-

ence is, and how the process of experiment, review and publication
actually works.
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The role of the media

research 44—

media

s

public decision-makers

(politicians, funders, etc)

Fab10 Tur
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MEDICINE AND THE MEDIA OBSERVATIONS
Two clicks away from Britney?

Can the health stories in the lay press maintain integrity when
they are competing for attention with the antics of international
celebrities? Rebecca Coombes reports from a conference

Any doctorwho has ever snorted in derision at
some less than accurate media health story would
have enjoyed the spectacle last week of a group of
newspaper journalists who turned out to answer
fortheirtrade's perceived sins at a national
debate about standards in health reporting.

BM) | 14 FEBRUARY 2009 | VOLUME 338

Stories by health journalists have to compete for
readers’ attention among reams of lifestyle and
celebrity coverage

Fabio Turc 14




The «perceived sins» of the media...

s CHEAR, CRUDE, 6EM":‘»&CIIOMrﬂul_—-F
GARBAGE... BUT IT STiLL
LACKS SOMETHING

The «perceived sins» of the media...

INTENSITY (No of stories)

200 . 2002 . 2003 . 2004 . 2005 . 2006 . 2007 ! 2008 2009
Story (worldwide deat
A . A A g d
A vwso idCaidon®) A VolntVdasCome L) A S P70 Mountains Out of Molehills

A Mobile Phones & Tumours A Millenium Bug 0 SARS (774 Atimeline of global media scare stories.

David McCandless ¥ informationisbeautiful_net & @infobeautiful #v1.0



... and the little-known merits of investigative science journalism

TIMES

February 8, 2009

MMR doctor Andrew Wakefield fixed data
on autism

Brian Deer

This article is subject to an on-going Press Complaints
Commission complaint

THE doctor who sparked the scare over the safety of the MMR
vaccine for children changed and misreported results in his
research, creating the appearance of a possible link with autism,
a Sunday Times investigation has found.

Confidential medical documents and interviews with witnesses
have established that Andrew Wakefield manipulated patients'
data, which triggered fears that the MMR triple vaccine to protect
against measles, mumps and rubella was linked to the condition.
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... and of good old journalistic scrutiny

Thursday,September 10, 2009
THE MUMBERS GUY | SEPTEMBER 9, 2009

Medicine's Dangerous Guessing Game

Different Methods of Weighing the Risks and Benefits of Medical Treatments Lead to
Varying Conclusions About Their Safety

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Simply put, the issue is a matter of whether to adjust for time. In other words, should the
chances of contracting a harmful side effect be calculated by figuring out the simple percentage
of all those taking the drug who have come down with the side effect? Or should those
calculations be adjusted for the duration that patients have been treated?
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... and of good old journalistic scrutiny

Thursday,September 10, 2009

THE NUMBERS GUY | SEPTEMBER 8, 2008
. = f . T |
Medicine's Dangerous Guessing Game THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
Mixed Medical Messages
Thire Is more than one way to measure risk. One approach is to But medical studies and actuaries typically use another method.
calculate the overall percentage of people affected. For example, how They examine the rate of people affected as time passes. These two
many people developed complications of died in a parthoular study. methods might produce very different results.
Tysabri, multiple sclerasis drug Medicated heart stent Chematherapy
. Measurement Risk of brain infection Inerease in delayed blood clots

Overall percentage 0 0 2% 0% 0%*

of people affected

Rate over 0.08% 0.05% 31%

treatment periods OVER FIRST 3 YEARS PER YEAR PER YEAR

Saurces: hew England Soarmal of Medcim
Pruces Foossmdarg News (Tysabei) Auss

baw Sceeabificc Corp_ Juhwrsan & johason After esphk ywars
s (ytern); Gathy Dmunsry (chaeesthomagy )

«Professor Risk», David Spiegelhalter, likes to play that game

Fabio Turone - Erice 2010 Fear 20
Factor




«Professor of risk encouragement...»

How are journalists
supposed find the right balance
to convey all this?
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The EBM researcher’s perspective on science reports (1993)

8. Based on your answers to the above questions, how would you rate the overall
scientific quality of the report?

Fabio Turone - Erice 2010 Fear
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... and the perspective of a team of journalists and clinicians (2007)

LATEST STORY REVIEWS FIVE STAR STORIES \]

(Search all 872 reviews

Arthritis creams are probably

better than goat tears

£os Angeles Times
October 5, 2008
Rating: % # % %

A healthy skeptic perspective on
arthritis pain creams,
emphasizing, for the most part,
"there's no good evidence that
any over-the-counter rub or
cream offers real relief” according
to one source....

Little-known chiropractic
treatment saves man's life

September 23, 2009
Rating:0 stars

A world first: AIDS vaccine
cuts the risk of HIV infection
by 31 percent in large Thai
study

AP Associsted Press
September 24, 2009

Rating: % # % %

Using an appropriately cautious
tone, this story effectively
informs the reader of the results
of the first successful AIDS
vaccination trial....

To Inspect the Heart, Some
Doctors Now Start at the Wrist
Elrluasl]htglonlksl_

September 22, 2009

Rating: % # % %

An engaging and important
enterprise story that highlights

Scientists Puzzle Over Minor
Success Of AIDS Vaccine
Elrluasl]hlglonvosl_

September 25, 2009

Rating: & # % &

While many other news
organizations were calling an
AIDS vaccine trial 2
breakthrough, this story provides
caveats, skepticism, context,
comparisons with other vaccines
and historical perspective....

Roche Drug Shrinks Tumors
in Study
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

September 3, 2009
Rating: & #& % &

This story reminds readers that
its subject is a new drug in early
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COMPLET ENES S
JOIN THE DISCUSSION {‘

Frofessor Gary Schwitzer
r, HealthNewsReview.org
s i

APROJECT SUPPORTED BY
FOUNDATION FOR

INFORMED MEDICAL

DECISION MAKING

"It doesn’t make
sense for us to
review TV health
news anymore”

health lism program

23

Review Criteria for evaluating news stories

Interests o

mentioned

sources disclosed in the article?
10. Whether alternative treatment/test/product/procedure options are

Fabio Turone - Erice 2010 Fear

G. Schwitz@aceral. Healthnewsreview.org
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GENERALNEWS | SEPTEMBER 2, 2008, T:20FM. ET

Roche Drug Shrinks Tumors in Study
By RON WINSLOW

An experimental drug designed by Roche Holding AG's Genentech unit against a new cancer target yielded
encouraging results against two rare tumors, researchers said, potentially opening up a new front in the
battle against the disease.

In a small study, the drug, known as GDC-0449, shrank tumors in 18 of 33 patients, or 55%, with an
advanced form of a skin cancer called basal cell carcinoma. In addition, the drug had a dramatie, though
temporary, effect on a 26-year-old patient who had undergone multiple surgeries, chemotherapy and
radiation in an unsuecessful batile against a brain cancer called medulloblastoma.

While the accounts involve just a handful of patients and the eancers are rare, researchers say the drug's
target, called the hedgehog pathway, is believed to be involved in other, more common and hard-to-treat
tumors, including eolon, panereatic and ovarian cancers. Merck & Co. and Infinity Pharmaceuticals Ine.,
Cambridge, Mass., are among other companies developing drugs against the hedgehog pathway. The
pathway is so named because geneticists who discovered the gene that is associated with the pathway
noticed it had tiny hairs sticking out in multiple directions.

"This defines a new pathway that may have efficacy for multiple tumor types,” said Charles M. Rudin,
associate director for clinical research at the Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center, and a co-author of two
reports on the drug that are being published Thursday in the New England Journal of Medicine.
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Roche Drug Shrinks REVIEW SUMMARY

Tumors in Study This story presents the early findings of a new drug shown to reduce tumor size in two
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL rare cancers: advanced basel cell carcinoma and medulloblastoma. While the drug
September 3, 2009 showed good response rates, the story reminds the reader that this is a new drug in

Rating: the early stages of testing and its true efficacy is currently unknown. More information

This story reminds readers that its regarding what “response” really me?nt in this case, and more about the potential
subject is a new drug in early testing  Narms would have strengthened the piece.
and its true efficacy is currently
unknown. Defining “response” in this
study and detailing harms would
g have helped. ...

Read Story

http://www.healthnewsreview.org/review/review.php 7rid=2205
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OPEN a ACCESS Freely available online

Health in Action

Gary Schwitzer

Summary Points

» The daily delivery of news stories
about new treatments, tests,
products, and procedures may have
a profound—and perhaps harmful—
impact on health care consumers.

+ A US Web site project,
HealthNewsReview.org (http://
HealthNewsReview.org/), modeled
after similar efforts in Australia and
Canada, evaluates and grades health
news coverage, notifying journalists of
their grades.

How Do US Journalists Cover Treatments,
Tests, Products, and Procedures? .
An Evaluation of 500 Stories | . after almost two years and 5

“(E). PLoS Medicine | May 2008 | Volume 5 | Issue 5 | e95 o Turone -

Facwox

PLOS mepicine

b

of the evidence, the existence of

alternative options, and the absolute
magnitude of potential benefits and

harms.

Reporters and writers have been

receptive to the feedback; editors and
managers must be reached if change is

to occur.

Time (to research stories), space (in

publications and broadcasts), and
training of journalists can provide

solutions to many of the journalistic
shortcomings identified by the project.

Speaking of «unbearable lightness»: the Italian Job

The Unbearable Lightness of Health Science Reporting: A

Week Examining Italian Print Media

Luca laboli'®, Luana Caselli**®, Angelina Filice®, Gianpaclo Russi*, Eleonora Belletti®

1 Department of Emergency Medicine, Santa Maria Nuova Hospital, Reggio Emilia, Italy, 2 Department of Biomedical Sciences and Advanced Therapies, University of
Ferrara, Ferrara, Italy, 3 Department of Nuclear Medicine, Santa Maria Nuova Hospital, Reggie Emilia, taly, 4 Department of Transfusion Medicine, Santa Maria Nuova
Hespital, Reggio Emilia, Italy, 5 Health Science Library, 5. Anna Hospital, Ferrara, [taly

Conclusions/Significance: Consistent with prior research on health science communication in other countries, we report
undisclosed costs and risks, emphasized benefits, unrevealed financial conflicts of interest and exaggerated claims in Italian
print media. In addition, we show that the risk for a story about a new medical approach to be unbalanced is almaost 9 times
higher with respect to stories about any other kind of health science-related topics. These findings raise again the

fundamental issue whether popular media is detrimental rather than useful to public health.

«The risk for a story to be unbalanced...»
«These findings raise again the fundamental issue
whether popular media is detrimental rather than

useful to public health».

PLaS Medicine | www.plosmedicine.org Fabio Turone - Erice 20101
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00 stories,
the project has found that journalists
usually fail to discuss costs, the quality

March 2010 | Volume 5 | Issue 3 | e9829



Who «helps» journalists? - 1 Press Releases

iy PR Newswire
for Journalists
PR NBWSW Ire WW, PITREWSWIrE, CONT I_-'.I'I1I.‘:|i.1

Uniled Business Meda

My PR Newswire | News Releases | Advanced Search | ProfNet Experts | Photos/Logos
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K5 Photo Flash
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in the lest 3 @l Flease choose your language:
1,218,960 ® English e Espafiol ® Frangais e Deutsch

© More Photos...

® Quick Search
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Economic Slowdown, Damage to Reputation and

More search options Supply Chain Failure Key Risks in the Retail Neiman Marcus Reveals the 83rd
Industry: Aon Analytics Edition of its World Renowned

| Christmas Book

== Features Boundary-Pushing Gifts
and Experiences

Heip
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Privacy Statement Companies Not Ready to Restore Executive Pay
About PR Newswire Cuts, Watson Wyatt Survey Finds
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They Can

U.S.rtDollar L“:;Iy tctoR:gwer During Fourth New! The Digital Center: view archived video
BUEET AEFIE, () FRl= e content distributed by MultiVu
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Refinance Loans \" News Releases by Industry and Segment
£ 29
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Who «helps» journalists? - 1 Press Releases
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Quality of Pharmaceutical Industry Press Releases Based
on Original Research

Bindee Kuriya'*, Elana C. Schneid?, Chaim M. Bell®

Conclusions: Pharmaceutical company press releases freguently report basic study details. Howewver, readers should be
cautioned by the preliminary nature of the data and lack of identified limitations. Methods to imprave the reporting and
interpretation of drug company press releases are desirable to prevent misleading media coverage.

July 2008 | Volume 3 | Issue 7 | e2828
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Who «helps» journalists? - 1bis Disguised Press Releases

REUTERS

LATEST NEWS @ DISRUPTED U.5. BOME PLOT WAS SEN

—— Top News

Reuters top ten news
- stories delivered o
| your inbox each day.

Subscribe »

You are here:  Home > News = Aricle DJ

Beike Biotech Adds International Executives
to Strengthen Current Technologies and...

Tue Sep 8, 2009 10:00am EDOT

B Email | & Print | < Share | @ Reprints | (1 Single Page

Beike Bictech Adds International Executiwves to Strengthen Current Technologies
and Develop Future Pipeline

SHENZHEN, China, Sept. B /PRNewswire-Asia/ -- Shenzhen Beike Biotechnology
Co. Ltd. { http://www.beikebiotech.com ), a leader in stem cell research and
regenerative medicine, anncunced the appointment of two senior stem cell
scientists to key positions in the company. Li Taoc, Ph.D., joins as Lab
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nature publishing group @

news my account contact us feadback help logout

presssite

Tuesday 6 October 2009

Welcome You are logged in to

MNature Publishing
Group's Press site.

Read News
Press Releases
~ Nature Journals

Welcome to the new NPG Press site.

As you can see, It's had a much-needed makeover and the navigation
U i

F MNature basic wi

+ NatureNews layout | TI‘IE N E “ V E N G L A N D

* Nature Biotechnolegy Importz

" Nature Cell Biology from h JOURNAL ofMEDICINE

¥ Mature Chemical Biclegy Iifloist:(‘

! Nature Chemistry ou will HOME | SEARCH | CURRENTISSUE | PASTISSUES | COLLECTIONS | HELP
Phone& Points Press Kit:
e B | E-mail List | EuleE | ESEEiS o ‘ of Contact | About the Journal

MEDIA CENTER

The New England Joumal of Medicine’s online Media Center provides qualified journalists
with the information they need during our press embargo to accurately cover
complex developments in medical research and policy.

WHY WE HAVE A PRESS EMBARGO

SIGN IN
User Name Password (Sign In b-)

(N

Forgot your Password? Click here and we'll e-mail it to you.
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Media Coverage of Scientific Meetings

Too Much, Too Soon?

Lisa M. Schwartz, MD, MS
Steven Woloshin, MD, MS
Linda Baczek, BBA

“I'm pretty well plugged in to what's going on
in research,” he remarked. "1 hear on the news
‘Major breakthrough in cancer!” And I think,
Gee, I haven't heard anything major re-
cently. Then I listen (o the broadcast and re-
alize that I've never heard of this break-
through. And then I never hear of it again.”
Dr Richard Klausner, Former Director,

National Cancer Institute’

HE PRESS TRANSLATES MEDICAL
research into news. How the
press chooses stories to cover
and how they present the find-
ings are important, since the media can
have a powerful influence on public
perceptions. Research abstracts pre-
sented at scientific meetings often re-
ceive prominent media attention. It is
easy to understand why. The general
public has a strong desire to know about
the latest developments in science and

Context Although they are preliminary and have undergone only limited peer re-
view, research abstracts at scientific meetings may receive prominent attention in the
news media. We sought to describe news coverage of abstracts, characterize the re-
search, and determine subsequent full publication in the medical literature.

Methods We searched Lexis-Nexis to identify news stories printed in the 2 months
following 5 scientific meetings held in 1998 (12th World AIDS Conference, American
Heart Association, Society for Neuroscience, American Society of Clinical Oncology,
and the Radiological Society of North America). We searched MEDLINE and con-
tacted authors to determine subsequent publication in the medical literature within
3-3.5 years of the meetings.

Results A total of 252 news stories reported on 147 research abstracts (average, 50
per meeting); 16% of the covered abstracts were nonhuman studies, 24% randomized
trials, and 59% observational studies. Twenty-one percent of the human studies were
small (ie, involving <30 subjects). In the 3 years after the meetings, 50% of the ab-
stracts were published in high-impact journals (based on Institute for Scientific Informa-
tion ratings), 25% in low-impact journals, and 25% remained unpublished. The publi-
cation record of the 39 abstracts receiving front-page newspaper coverage was almost
identical to the overall rate. Meeting organizers issued press releases for 43 abstracts;
these were somewhat more likely to receive prominent news coverage (35% covered
on front page vs 23%, P=.14), but were no more likely to be published.

Conclusions Abstracts at scientific meetings receive substantial attention in the high-
profile media. A substantial number of the studies remain unpublished, precluding evalu-
ation in the scientific community.

JAMA, 2002, 287.2859-2863 WAW jama.com

1 avwul
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Table 1. Description of Scientific Review Process for Submitted Abstracts and Publicity Process for the 5 Meetings*

Scientific Review Process

[
Explicit
Meeting

Process  Submitted

1
Abstracts

Accepted, % Publicity Process

12th World AIDS Conference Yes FOO0 a0 28 Press releases of specific presentations
[June 1888; Geneva, Switzerland) Apstract book available to the media prior to the meeting
Regular madia briefings each day of the meeting
Onling news senace with 24-hour updates
Amencan Heart Association Yes 12500 25 52 Press releases of specific presentations
(Novernber 1888; Dallas, Tex) MNews departrment arranges for selected authors to hold press
conferences during meeting
American Society of Clinical Oncology Yes 2400 40 25 Prese releases of specific presentations
(May 1928; Los Angeles, Calif) Communications committee selects abstract for a news program
distributed to jounalists when they register for meeting
3-4 Media brigfings and 1 “mest the expert” session held each day
of the meeting
Radiolgical Society of Morth America Yes FrO0 35 Topics for press coverage selected by the abstract reviewers for
(Novernber 1998; Chicago, 1) their scientific merit, cutcomes, new research, or human
imterest
4 Press releases distibuted to media and author interisws
arangad at media request
Committee chair choases topic for press conferences dunng the
mesting
Saciety for Neuroscience Mo 15000 100 Fublic information officers select the 300 “most newsworthy”
(Novernber 1988; Los Angles, Calif) presentations; a committes then selects 12-18 for prass
release/conference, and more than 200 others for lay-languags
abstracts
A book of the maore than 200 lay-language summaries and 13 press
conference news releases sent to the media 1 week before the
meeting
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Figure. Profiles of Abstracts Receiving Media Coverage Within 3-3.5 Years
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(n=230) =147

“High-impact journal” defined as a journal with top 10 impact factor ratings in the general medicine category,
research and experimental medicine category, or the relevant specialty area (eg, oncology, neuroscience). Thus,
low-impact journals did not appear on any of 3 top 10 lists. AIDS indicates 12th World AIDS (acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome) Conference; AHA, American Heart Association; ASCO, American Society of Clinical
Oncology; Radiology, Radiological Society of North America; and Neuroscience, Society for Neuroscience.
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Annals of Internal Medicine

ARTICLE

Press Releases by Academic Medical Centers: Not So Academic?

Steven Woloshin, MD, MS; Lisa M. Schwartz, MD, MS; Samuel L. Casella, MPH; Abigail T. Kennedy, BA; and Robin J. Larson, MD, MPH

Background: The news media are often criticized for exaggerated
coverage of weak science. Press releases, a source of information
for many journalists, might be a source of those exaggerations.

Objective: To characterize research press releases from academic
medical centers.

Design: Content analysis.

Setting: Press releases from 10 medical centers at each extreme of
U5 News & World Report's rankings for medical research.

Measurements: Press release quality.

Results: Academic medical centers issued a mean of 49 press
releases annually. Among 200 randomly selected releases analyzed
in detail, 87 (44%) promoted animal or laboratory research, of
which 64 (74%) explicitly claimed relevance to human health.
Ameng 95 releases about primary human research, 22 (23%) omit-

ted study size and 32 (34%) failed to quantify results. Among all
113 releases about human research, few (17%) promoted studies
with the strongest designs (randomized trials or meta-analyses).
Forty percent reported on the most limited human studies—those
with uncontrolled interventions, small samples (<230 participants),
surrogate primary outcomes, or unpublished data—yet 58% lacked
the relevant cautions.

Limitation: The effects of press release quality on media coverage
were not directly assessed.

Conclusion: Press releases from academic medical centers often
promote research that has uncertain relevance to human health and
do not provide key facts or acknowledge important limitations.

Primary Funding Source: National Cancer Institute.

Ann Intern Med, 2009,150:613-618. www.annals.org

For author affibations, see end of text.

5 May 2009 | Annals of Internal Medicine | Volume 150 * Number 9613
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ARTICLE | Press Releases by Academic Medical Centers

5 May 2009 | Annals of Internal Medicine | Volume 150 * Number 9613

Context

News reports often exaggerate the importance of medical
research.

Contribution

The researchers reviewed press releases issued by aca-
demic medical centers. They found that many press re-
leases overstated the importance of study findings while
underemphasizing cautions that limited the findings' clini-
cal relevance.

Caution

The researchers did not attempt to see how the press
releases influenced actual news stories.

Implication

Academic center press releases often promote research
with uncertain clinical relevance without emphasizing
important cautions or limitations.
0 Fear 39
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Apply for AHCJ-CDC Health Journalism
Fellowships

The Association of Health Care Journalists has teamed up with
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for this national

EALTH JOURNALISH
fellowship program for journalists. Ten fellows are chosen to spend [ELOwsmeS

a week studying a variety of public health issues at two CDC
9 )
Ease conrrot"

campuses. ®
| ‘ 0 s The AHCJ-CDC Health Journalism Fellows will:
 attend sessions on epidemiclogy, global disease prevention efforts, pandemic flu preparedness,

climate change, vaccine safety, obesity, autism and more
The Eumpean Initiative for Communicators of Science « tour the CDC director's National Emergency Operations Center
= meet new sources on pelicy and research
 learn how to tap the agency's abundant resources to produce better staries

The European Initiative for Communicators of Science
{EICOS) welcomes you at EICOS-ONline. EON is the
virtual part of a programmme that endeavors to
improve the communication between journalists and - Knight

scientists in the wider field of molecular biology and lcd SCJQIIOCJUUIH&].ISH]

genetic engineering.

The competitive ips are open to p! Jjournalists working in the United States. The
fellawships include membership, travel, lodging and meals.

Fellowships at MIT

loring sci technology, medicine and the environment

& Society

Formerly the Penn Neuraethics Program

Home  About the PennCNS  People Events Resource Center  Penn CNS News  Penn Neuroeth

) AAAS Mass Media Science & Engineering Fellows Program
2010 Neuroscience Boot Camp

Increasing public understanding of science and technelogy is a principal goal of AAAS, so it only makes
sense that it i the need for scientists who are well versed in communicating complex ideas o a
general audience. Enter the AAAS Mass Media Science & Engineering Fellows program, which has
thrived in this endeavor for more than 30 years.

AUG. 1-11th 2010
The 10-week summer program places graduate and post-graduate level

A slimmeriteutite on science, engineering and mathematics students at media organizadons
neuroscience for nationwide. Fellows have worked as reporiers, editors, researchers and
professionals and production assistants at such media cutlets as the Chicago Thbune, Los
graduate studlents in Angeles Times, Mational Public Radio, Sacramenfo Bee, and Scientific
law, ethics, education, American. Pariicipants come in knowing the imporiance of translating their
and other fields. work for the public, but they leave with the tools and the know-how to

accomplish this imporant goal

Limited Space
Available ne

Factor
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Mational Association o

ASSOCIATION OF
HEALTH CARE JOURNALISTS

Improving public understanding of health and hed

-

\\V/RITERS

Home Join/Renew Todayv About 2

Simple Search | Center for Excellence in Health Care Journalism 2] @ Select Topic

< last page

Center for Excellence in
Health Care Journalism

Home = Center for Excellence in Health Care Joumnaksm

Advanced Search

Center for Excellence in
Health Care Journalism

The Center is classified as a supporting 501{c}{3) for
AHC], Inc. The purpose of the Center for Excellence in
Mizsion Health Care Journalism is to ensure that journalists are
Fundraising Policy properlv trained to cover nm_v\rs everlts, trends,_ and issues
Darat in all aspects of health care journalism, including the
Board of Di e busmess of hi_aalth care, public pol|;v, medical @seamh,
Our Su medical practice, consumer health issues, public health,
PF health law, and ethics.
Membership

SOIENCE WRITERS
IN MILAN; [TALY

Training

World Federation of
Science Journalists

B L o = i el o™ & 2T
EUSJA

European Union of Science Journalists' Associations
WWW.BUSA.0rg
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Home SuggestStories AboutUs Staff | ContactUs LogIn | Register to Comment

? Knight
W& Science Journalism
Tracker

Search:

Newsletter:

Enter your email [ Subscribe |

\ e )

Health & Medicine Stories

Categaries:
« Previous Entries g

APROJECT SUPPORTED BY
FOUMNDATION FOR

INFORMED MEDICAL

DECISION MAKING

Tricky issues in swine flu coverage-health workers and thimerosal
Tuesday, October 6th, 2009

® About Journalism

» Environment & Energy

Should we get the swine flu vaccine? Stories

This Is a critically important question, particularly if swine flu ripens into the epidemic that

public health authorities are warning us about. = ETC (grab bag)

So we look for coverage that helps us answer that question. We find ® Health & Medicine Stories
creditable stories from many outlets, some of which has been noted here
earlier by Charlie Petit. But there are other stories slipping into the news

stream that raise concerns about reliability and accuracy.

Two themes caught my eye this morning: Stories about the dangers of
vaccine preservatives; and others about health care workers refusing to take
the vaccine. e

In the first category, see a youtube video that pops up prominently in a Google search, and LATEST STORY REVIEWS FIVE STAR STORIES l (;3;,@2:*
2 Swine Flu Vaccine o 5

| network based in (Search all 872 reviews)

FINDREVIEWS | SIGN UP FOREXTRAS | (i RSS

" John_S. and James L. i
kF Knight Foundation

www.knightfoundation.org

Arthritis creams are probably
better than goat tears
.

A healthy skeptic perspective on
arthritis pain creams,
emphasizing, for the most part,
"there's no good evidence that
any over-the-counter rub or
cream offers real relief” according
0 one source. ...

Little-known chiropractic
treatment saves man’s life

‘September 23, 2009
Rating:0 stars

A world first: AIDS vaccine
cuts the risk of HIV infection
by 31 percent in large Thai
study

AP ssocistedpress
‘September 24, 2009

Rating:* * &

Using an apprapriately cautious
tone, this story effectively
informs the reader of the results
of the first successful AIDS
vacgination tril....

To Inspect the Heart, Some
Doctors Now Start at the Wrist.
Thetvashington Post

September 22, 2009

Rating: * % * %

An engaging and important
enterprise story that highlights

Scientists Puzzle Over Minor
Success Of AIDS Vaccine
Thetbashington Post

September 25, 2009

Rating: & * % % &

While many other news
organizations were calling an
AIDS vaccine trial a
breakthrough, this story provides
caveats, skepticism, context,
comparisons with other vaccines
and historical perspective....

Roche Drug Shrinks Tumors
in Study

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
September 3, 2009

Rating: & % % % &

This story reminds readers that
its subject is a new drug in early

JOIN THE DISCUSSION (3

M

Give your opinions, review our
reviews and exchange ideas

"It doesn't make
sense for us to
review TV health
news anymore*

EvofeszorGary Schwizer
e, Healtewsevienorg
Universiyof Himesots healthfour nalim program
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Cristine Russell:
«Risk Reporting»

Deborah Blum
Mary Knudson
Robin Marantz Henig

AField Guide for
Science Writers

«In writing about scientific research and numbers, it is
important to understand how strong the study is, the
reputations of those who conducted it, and the degree of
uncertainty».

A Field Guide for Science Writers. The Official Guide of The National Association of Science %riters,

Oxford University Press, 2nd ed. 2006 Fabio Turon;;il;lrce 2010 Fear
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I'Etter to the Edltﬂl’s Br | Clin Pharmacol / 69:2 / 207-208

Erice Statement 2009: communication, medicines

and patient safety

mThe media and professional communicators have an
important role, not only as safety partners, but also in
scrutinising the performance of drug safety systems.
© New ways to cooperate with the media as professional
equals must be explored to help in the provision of
balanced, comprehensible, trustworthy and interesting
safety information to the public on a regular basis,
apart from specific announcements or reports of prob-
lems or crises.

The meeting was organized by the International School of The participants were:
Pharmacology at the Ettore Majorana Foundation and Centre P.Bahri, UK; M. Bassi, Italy; A.Bourke, UK; A. Castot, France;
for Scientific Culture in Erice, Sicily, Italy, in collaboration with A. Czarnecki, UK; D. Darko, Ghana; G. Deray, France; A.
the International Society of Pharmacovigilance (ISoP), SK Dodoo, Ghana; B. D. Edwards, UK; |. R. Edwards, Sweden; B.
Foundation and the Uppsala Monitoring Centre (UMC). Hugman, Thailand; H.Lelouet, France; M. Lindquist, Sweden;
N. Moore, France; U. Moretti, Italy; D. Muzard, France; J. M.
Ritter, UK; P. Rizzini, Italy; D. Szafir, France; T. Trenque, France;
F.Turone, Italy; K.Van Grootheest, the Netherlands; G.P.Velo,

Fabio Turone - Er  |taly; M. Vergnano, Italy.
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€l VORRE B8€ € oLl _ -We’d need a vaccine
UN VACCING EFFETT 3
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against stupidity.

LA STURDITA.

- How about side
effects?

Thank you'
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