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Fig. 2. A section of an aluminum endplate of the COT, reproduced from [7]. The
slots cut in the endplates anchor individual drift cells containing 12 sense wires
each.

The radial spacing between sense wires in a cell is 5.8 mm [7]. The wires
are attached at their ends to rigid cards which are precision-mounted on the
COT endplates. In the alignment model, each cell’s profile at the endplates is
described by a straight line (see Fig. 3). Thus, the degrees of freedom to be
constrained in order to precisely locate each sense wire at each endplate are
the following:

(1) the transverse (x, y) coordinates of the center of each cell, at the longi-
tudinal (z) coordinate ±155 cm of the two endplates.

(2) the tilt angle (τ) of each cell relative to the radial vector from the trans-
verse origin to the center of the cell at z = ±155 cm.

We parameterize the former degrees of freedom in terms of symmetrized (i.e.
averaged over the two endplates) and anti-symmetrized (i.e. difference between
the two endplates) cell-center coordinates. The advantage of these definitions is
that the symmetrized and anti-symmetrized cell-coordinate residuals are, to a
large extent, uncorrelated because of the approximately uniform and symmet-
ric distribution of the cosmic rays in the z-coordinate. The symmetrized cell-
coordinate residuals are averaged over z, while the anti-symmetrized correc-
tions are sensitive to the dependence of the hit residuals on the z-coordinate.

The cell-tilt angle (τ) is designed to account for the Lorentz angle of the drift
direction given the magnitude of the electric field, the spectrometer magnetic
field and the drift speed. The alignment corrects for small deviations in the cell
tilt. The corrections are found to be almost the same for the two endplates.
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