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ton’s (antiproton’s) total momentum, producing a W
or Z boson at center of mass energy

√
ŝ ≡ Q equal

to its mass times c2. The rate of production can be
predicted from two components: (1) the momentum
fraction distributions of the quarks, fq(x,Q2), which
are determined from fits to world data [23, 24]; and
(2) a perturbative calculation of the qq̄′ → W or Z
boson process [25].
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FIG. 4: Leading-order annihilation of a quark and an-
tiquark inside the proton and antiproton, respectively,
producing a W+ or Z0 boson. The quark (antiquark)
has energy xpEp (xp̄Ep̄), where Ep (Ep̄) represents the
total proton (antiproton) energy. The production occurs
at a partonic center-of-mass energy Q. The uū → Z0 and
dū → W− processes are similar.

W and Z bosons can decay to lepton or quark
pairs. Decays to quark pairs are not observable
given the large direct qq̄′ background, and decays to
τ → ντ+hadrons are not as precisely measured as
boson decays to electrons or muons. For these rea-
sons we restrict ourselves to the direct electronic and
muonic decays (W → eν, W → µν, Z → ee, and
Z → µµ), with the corresponding decays to τ → lep-
tons considered as backgrounds to these processes
(Section VIII). The branching ratio for each lep-
tonic decay W → lν (Z → ll) is ≈11% (3.3%), and
the measured cross section times branching ratio is
(2749± 174) pb [(254.9± 16.2) pb] [26].

B. Conventions

We use both Cartesian and cylindrical coordinate
systems, in which +z points in the direction of the
proton beam (east) and the origin is at the center
of the detector. In the right-handed Cartesian coor-
dinate system, +x points north (outward from the
ring) and +y points upwards; in the cylindrical sys-
tem, φ is the azimuthal angle and r is the radius from
the center of the detector in the x − y plane. The
rapidity y = − 1

2 ln[(E − pzc)/(E + pzc)] is additive
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FIG. 5: A W boson event, with the recoil hadron mo-
mentum (!uT ) separated into axes parallel (u||) and per-
pendicular (u⊥) to the charged lepton.

under Lorentz boosts along the z axis. For massless
particles, this quantity is equal to the pseudorapidity
η = − ln[tan(θ/2)], where θ is the polar angle with
respect to the z axis. All angles are quoted in radians
unless otherwise indicated.
Because the interacting quarks’ longitudinal mo-

menta pz are not known for each event, we gener-
ally work with momenta transverse to the beam line.
The interacting protons and antiprotons have no net
transverse momentum. Electron energy (muon mo-
mentum) measured using the calorimeter (tracker) is
denoted as E (&p), and the corresponding transverse
momenta &pT are derived using the measured track
direction and neglecting particle masses. The event
calorimetric &pT , excluding the lepton(s), is calculated
assuming massless particles using calorimeter tower
energies (Section IIIA 2) and the lepton production
vertex, and provides a measurement of the recoil mo-
mentum vector &uT . The component of recoil pro-
jected along the lepton direction is denoted u|| and
the orthogonal component is u⊥ (Fig. 5). The trans-
verse momentum imbalance in a W boson event is
a measure of the neutrino transverse momentum &p ν

T
and is given by &p/T = −(&p l

T + &uT ), where &p l
T is the

measured charged lepton transverse momentum.
When electromagnetic charge is not indicated,

both charges are considered. We use units where
! = c ≡ 1 for the remainder of this paper.

C. Measurement Strategy

The measurement of the final state from W → lν
decays involves a measurement of &p l

T and the total
recoil &uT . The neutrino escapes detection and the
unknown initial partonic pz precludes the use of pz
conservation in the measurement. The boson invari-
ant mass is thus not reconstructable; rather, the 2-


