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1. The QCD axion as a DM candidate

2. Axion miniclusters and prospects of detection

3. Axion stars

OUTLINE

Based on: 
LV and J. Redondo, 1808.01879  (submitted to PRD)
N. Ramberg and LV, 1904.05707 (submitted to PRD)
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Overwhelming evidence for the existence of dark matter: 

Rotational velocity curves of galaxies, Bullet Cluster, Gravitational lensing, 
acoustic peaks in the Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) spectrum 

The effects of dark matter span a wide range of scales

85% of the cold matter is “dark”, seeding structure formation
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WIMP searches
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Figure 5 The red shaded region corresponds to the 95% C.L. upper bound on the PBH mass fraction to DM
in the halo regions of MW and M31, derived from our search for microlensing of M31 stars based on the
“single-night” HSC/Subaru data and fills a large gap in the existing constraints by closing the PBH DM
window around lunar mass scale. To derive this constraint, we took into account the effect of finite source
size, assuming that all source stars in M31 have a solar radius, as well as the effect of wave optics in the
HSC r-band filter on the microlensing event (see text for details). The effects weaken the upper bounds
at M <⇠ 10�7M�, and give no constraint on PBH at M <⇠ 10�11M�. Our constraint can be compared
with other observational constraints as shown by the gray shaded regions: extragalactic �-rays from PBH
evaporation [32], femtolensing of �-ray burst (“Femto”) [33], microlensing search of stars from the satellite
2-years Kepler data (“Kepler”) [18], MACHO/EROS/OGLE microlensing of stars (“EROS/MACHO”) [15],
and the accretion effects on the CMB observables (“CMB”) [34], updated from the earlier estimate [35].
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Niikura+17; See also Nature Astron. 2019

Primordial Black Holes window?
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Axions?
The value of     controls the matter-antimatter asymmetry in QCD

A similar term arises from EW,

No observation of C and CP violation in Nature,

Lstrong,CP = ✓̄
↵s

2⇡
Tr (EµBµ)

✓̄

|✓| . 10�10

✓ = ✓̄ + ✓weak ⇠ O(1)

⇢coherent / R�3

Maybe it is a 
dynamical field?

✓ = ✓(t,x)
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Steady growth in the interest on the axion

PATRAS @ DESY 2018PATRAS @ DESY 2009
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One-parameter theory, falsifiable

Alternative DM candidate: the QCD Axion
One-parameter theory, falsifiable

�Ne↵ & 0.027
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Primakoff Process
● Properties of axion are closely related to those of neutral pions

(= pseudo Nambu-Goldstone bosons of the QCD)

● one of the most important axion processes

● describes the axion's two-photon interaction

F is the electromagnetic field strength tensor

● The Primakoff Effect plays the key role in 
most axion searches

● it predicts the interaction of axions with magnetic fields

● the axion also couples to gluons, fermions, ...

● any new boson that couple to charge can couple
to 2 photons via triangle diagrams.
Hence searches are not limited to „standard“ PQ axions
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Early-Universe dynamics of the axion

T & fa T ⇠ fa T . fa T ⇠ ⇤QCD ⌧ fa

Details on the temperature
dependence still debated

(semi-analytical,
lattice simulations)
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Destruction of the string-wall network

Courtesy of J. Redondo
f�1
a

Computationally challenging:
all scales from the size of the box     
to the string core       have to be resolved!

H
�1
QCD

f�1
a

The Kibble mechanism (Kibble76)

leads to string network formation

T ⇠ fa
Domain walls form and dissipate

(Sikivie82; Georgi+82)

T ⇠ TQCD

Courtesy of J. Redondo
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Black hole super-radiance
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LV&Gondolo, PRD 80, 035024 (2009)
                      PRD 81, 063508 (2010)

                       PRL 113, 011802 (2014)

↵ = ⇢str/⇢mis

Wilczek, Turner ’91; Beltran+ ’06; Hertzberg+ ’08; Wantz, Shellard ‘09

The parameter space of the QCD axion
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Let the simulations quantify the contribution from
topological defects decay

The parameter space of the QCD axion

↵ = ⇢str/⇢mis

One-parameter theory (the axion mass at zero temperature)

Fix the axion mass by requiring ⇢A = ⇢CDM
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End of the story? Not really….

Depends on particle physics Depends on cosmology

mA(Tosc) ⇡ 3H(Tosc)
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✓̈A + 3H ✓̇A +m
2
A(T ) sin ✓A = 0

<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

��� ��� ��� ���
-���
-���
���
���
���
���
���
���

mA(Tosc) ⇡ 3H(Tosc)
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The parameter space of the QCD axion

Depends on particle physics Depends on cosmology
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Non-Standard cosmological model

⇢� + 3H⇢� = ��⇢�
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stability bands too quickly to be significantly excited.1

In this case, the decay of the scalar field can be treated
perturbatively and the scalar’s coherence is irrelevant.
In this three-fluid model for reheating, the background

equations for the energy density ρφ of the scalar field, the
radiation density ρr, and the dark matter density ρdm are

d

dt
ρφ + 3Hρφ = −Γφρφ, (1)

d

dt
ρr + 4Hρr = +(1− f)Γφρφ, (2)

d

dt
ρdm + 3Hρdm = +fΓφρφ, (3)

where f is the fraction of the scalar’s energy that is trans-
ferred to dark matter particles. For a given reheat tem-
perature, there is one value of f that gives the observed
dark matter abundance, as discussed below. In these
equations, we have considered only interactions that are
linear in the scalar field; such interactions are required
for the scalar to decay completely [18]. Nonlinear in-
teractions, which correspond to scalar self-annihilations,
would introduce terms proportional to ρ2φ in the equa-
tions above. If one considers an oscillating scalar field
that decays into a massless scalar field χ via an interac-
tion term proportional to φχ2, the Boltzmann equation
averaged over many oscillations implies that ρχ follows
Eq. (2) [50].
Similar three-fluid models for reheating have been used

to calculate the relic abundance of dark matter in low-
reheating-temperature cosmologies [28, 29, 32]. These
models also include dark matter self-annihilations and
thermal production. By neglecting such interactions in
Eqs. (2) and (3), we are assuming that the dark matter
particles produced in scalar decays far outnumber any
dark matter particles that may have been produced ther-
mally. We are also assuming that the velocity-averaged
self-annihilation cross section (⟨σv⟩) of the dark matter
particles is small enough that the nonthermal dark mat-
ter does not self-annihilate. For any value of ⟨σv⟩, these
assumptions are valid for sufficiently low reheat tempera-
tures. If ⟨σv⟩ is too large, however, these reheat temper-
atures may be below 3 MeV and are therefore disallowed
by BBN [32].
With these assumptions, the duration of the radiation-

dominated era after reheating is determined by the
branching ratio f and does not depend on ⟨σv⟩ [32].
If TRH is the reheat temperature, and Teq is the
temperature at matter-radiation equality, then f ≃
0.43(Teq/TRH)(10.75/g∗S)1/3, where g∗S is the entropy
density divided by (2π2/45)T 3 and should be evalu-
ated at the reheat temperature.2 From the cosmic mi-

1 This condition follows from demanding that q ≪ H/mφ ≪ 1, as
in Ref. [17]

2 We focus on non-relativistic dark matter at reheating. Models
with relativistic dark matter at reheating [51] need a higher f for
the same late-time abundance, but we do not consider this case.
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FIG. 1: The evolution of the energy densities in the decay-
ing scalar field and its decay products, as fractions of ρcrit,0:
the critical density at a = 1. The scalar field is modeled as
a pressureless fluid; its energy evolves as ρ ∝ a−3 until the
expansion rate equals its decay rate at a ≃ 104. While the
Universe is scalar dominated, the scalar is feeding energy into
the matter and radiation fields, and both the matter and ra-
diation fields evolve as ρ ∝ a−3/2. Once nearly all the scalar
density is transferred to the matter and radiation fields, their
energy densities evolve in the usual way: radiation as ρ ∝ a−4

and matter as ρ ∝ a−3.

crowave background, we know that Teq = 0.75 eV [10], so
f ≃ (6.4× 10−8)(5 MeV/TRH)(10.75/g∗S)1/3 is required
to produce the observed amount of dark matter.
When numerically solving Eqs. (1)-(3) for the evolu-

tion of these three fluids and their perturbations, we de-
fine an initial time t0 with a(t0) ≡ 1 and H(t0) ≡ H1. At
t = t0, the critical density is ρcrit,0 = 3m2

PlH
2
1/(8π), and

we define dimensionless density variables ρ̃φ ≡ ρφ/ρcrit,0,
ρ̃dm ≡ ρdm/ρcrit,0, and ρ̃r ≡ ρr/ρcrit,0. We also define
a dimensionless decay rate Γ̃φ ≡ Γφ/H1. We will as-
sume that the scalar field initially dominates the energy
density of the Universe. The scalar field decays when
H ≃ Γφ. Since the Universe is effectively matter domi-
nated prior to the decay of the scalar field, H ∝ a−3/2,
and the value of the scale factor at the time of scalar
decay is aRH ≃ Γ̃−2/3

φ . At this time, the Universe transi-
tions from scalar domination to radiation domination.
In the limit that Γφt ≪ 1, the Universe is scalar dom-

inated, and the solutions to the background equations
are

ρφ = ρφ(t0) a
−3 (4)

ρr =
3(1− f)

5
[ρφ(t0)Γφt0] a

−3/2 + cr a
−4 (5)

ρdm = f [ρφ(t0)Γφt0] a
−3/2 + cm a−3. (6)

In these equations, cr and cm are arbitrary constants to
be determined by initial conditions. If there is radiation
or dark matter that does not originate from scalar decay,
then cr and cm are positive. If there was a time when
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<latexit sha1_base64="8GEEMOXH3jyKC7Euo9M9uNGGUWk=">AAACAXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16kZwEyyCG8uMiLosunFZwT6gMw6ZNNOGZpKQZIQy1I2/4saFIm79C3f+jWk7C209EDiccy8358SSUW0879tZWFxaXlktrZXXNza3tt2d3aYWmcKkgQUTqh0jTRjlpGGoYaQtFUFpzEgrHlyP/dYDUZoKfmeGkoQp6nGaUIyMlSJ3P1B9EQVSUxhIJaQREN3nJ+ejyK14VW8COE/8glRAgXrkfgVdgbOUcIMZ0rrje9KEOVKGYkZG5SDTRCI8QD3SsZSjlOgwnyQYwSOrdGEilH3cwIn6eyNHqdbDNLaTKTJ9PeuNxf+8TmaSyzCnXGaGcDw9lGQM2pzjOmCXKoING1qCsKL2rxD3kULY2NLKtgR/NvI8aZ5Wfctvzyq1q6KOEjgAh+AY+OAC1MANqIMGwOARPINX8OY8OS/Ou/MxHV1wip098AfO5w8U8pah</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8GEEMOXH3jyKC7Euo9M9uNGGUWk=">AAACAXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16kZwEyyCG8uMiLosunFZwT6gMw6ZNNOGZpKQZIQy1I2/4saFIm79C3f+jWk7C209EDiccy8358SSUW0879tZWFxaXlktrZXXNza3tt2d3aYWmcKkgQUTqh0jTRjlpGGoYaQtFUFpzEgrHlyP/dYDUZoKfmeGkoQp6nGaUIyMlSJ3P1B9EQVSUxhIJaQREN3nJ+ejyK14VW8COE/8glRAgXrkfgVdgbOUcIMZ0rrje9KEOVKGYkZG5SDTRCI8QD3SsZSjlOgwnyQYwSOrdGEilH3cwIn6eyNHqdbDNLaTKTJ9PeuNxf+8TmaSyzCnXGaGcDw9lGQM2pzjOmCXKoING1qCsKL2rxD3kULY2NLKtgR/NvI8aZ5Wfctvzyq1q6KOEjgAh+AY+OAC1MANqIMGwOARPINX8OY8OS/Ou/MxHV1wip098AfO5w8U8pah</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8GEEMOXH3jyKC7Euo9M9uNGGUWk=">AAACAXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16kZwEyyCG8uMiLosunFZwT6gMw6ZNNOGZpKQZIQy1I2/4saFIm79C3f+jWk7C209EDiccy8358SSUW0879tZWFxaXlktrZXXNza3tt2d3aYWmcKkgQUTqh0jTRjlpGGoYaQtFUFpzEgrHlyP/dYDUZoKfmeGkoQp6nGaUIyMlSJ3P1B9EQVSUxhIJaQREN3nJ+ejyK14VW8COE/8glRAgXrkfgVdgbOUcIMZ0rrje9KEOVKGYkZG5SDTRCI8QD3SsZSjlOgwnyQYwSOrdGEilH3cwIn6eyNHqdbDNLaTKTJ9PeuNxf+8TmaSyzCnXGaGcDw9lGQM2pzjOmCXKoING1qCsKL2rxD3kULY2NLKtgR/NvI8aZ5Wfctvzyq1q6KOEjgAh+AY+OAC1MANqIMGwOARPINX8OY8OS/Ou/MxHV1wip098AfO5w8U8pah</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8GEEMOXH3jyKC7Euo9M9uNGGUWk=">AAACAXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16kZwEyyCG8uMiLosunFZwT6gMw6ZNNOGZpKQZIQy1I2/4saFIm79C3f+jWk7C209EDiccy8358SSUW0879tZWFxaXlktrZXXNza3tt2d3aYWmcKkgQUTqh0jTRjlpGGoYaQtFUFpzEgrHlyP/dYDUZoKfmeGkoQp6nGaUIyMlSJ3P1B9EQVSUxhIJaQREN3nJ+ejyK14VW8COE/8glRAgXrkfgVdgbOUcIMZ0rrje9KEOVKGYkZG5SDTRCI8QD3SsZSjlOgwnyQYwSOrdGEilH3cwIn6eyNHqdbDNLaTKTJ9PeuNxf+8TmaSyzCnXGaGcDw9lGQM2pzjOmCXKoING1qCsKL2rxD3kULY2NLKtgR/NvI8aZ5Wfctvzyq1q6KOEjgAh+AY+OAC1MANqIMGwOARPINX8OY8OS/Ou/MxHV1wip098AfO5w8U8pah</latexit>

Kination-radiation equality

L =
1

2
 ̇2 � V ( )

<latexit sha1_base64="MscTCKZLqAcjI4KvImu5oy5agv8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MscTCKZLqAcjI4KvImu5oy5agv8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MscTCKZLqAcjI4KvImu5oy5agv8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="MscTCKZLqAcjI4KvImu5oy5agv8="></latexit>

w =
1
2  ̇

2 � V ( )
1
2  ̇

2 + V ( )
<latexit sha1_base64="8K1fm6gMvGSWr07+pdgtwtF6izc="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8K1fm6gMvGSWr07+pdgtwtF6izc="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8K1fm6gMvGSWr07+pdgtwtF6izc="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8K1fm6gMvGSWr07+pdgtwtF6izc="></latexit>

⇢ / a�3(1+w )
<latexit sha1_base64="u2Hxk0H3HjNe0KmJh44+yrfZ/1Q=">AAACC3icdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3oUWoiGXGKWp3RTcuK9hW6IxDJk3b0MwkJBmlDN278VfcuFDErT/gzr8xfQgqeiBwOOdebs4JBaNK2/aHlZmbX1hcyi7nVlbX1jfym1tNxROJSQNzxuVViBRhNCYNTTUjV0ISFIWMtMLB2dhv3RCpKI8v9VAQP0K9mHYpRtpIQb7gyT4PPKEo9ITkQnOIrtMDt+Ts307kvVGQL9rl6hhHcErcqiF2xbFdFzple4IimKEe5N+9DsdJRGKNGVKq7dhC+ymSmmJGRjkvUUQgPEA90jY0RhFRfjrJMoK7RunALpfmxRpO1O8bKYqUGkahmYyQ7qvf3lj8y2snunvipzQWiSYxnh7qJgyaxONiYIdKgjUbGoKwpOavEPeRRFib+nKmhK+k8H/SPCw7hl9UirXTWR1ZsAMKoAQccAxq4BzUQQNgcAcewBN4tu6tR+vFep2OZqzZzjb4AevtE1gamps=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="u2Hxk0H3HjNe0KmJh44+yrfZ/1Q=">AAACC3icdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3oUWoiGXGKWp3RTcuK9hW6IxDJk3b0MwkJBmlDN278VfcuFDErT/gzr8xfQgqeiBwOOdebs4JBaNK2/aHlZmbX1hcyi7nVlbX1jfym1tNxROJSQNzxuVViBRhNCYNTTUjV0ISFIWMtMLB2dhv3RCpKI8v9VAQP0K9mHYpRtpIQb7gyT4PPKEo9ITkQnOIrtMDt+Ts307kvVGQL9rl6hhHcErcqiF2xbFdFzple4IimKEe5N+9DsdJRGKNGVKq7dhC+ymSmmJGRjkvUUQgPEA90jY0RhFRfjrJMoK7RunALpfmxRpO1O8bKYqUGkahmYyQ7qvf3lj8y2snunvipzQWiSYxnh7qJgyaxONiYIdKgjUbGoKwpOavEPeRRFib+nKmhK+k8H/SPCw7hl9UirXTWR1ZsAMKoAQccAxq4BzUQQNgcAcewBN4tu6tR+vFep2OZqzZzjb4AevtE1gamps=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="u2Hxk0H3HjNe0KmJh44+yrfZ/1Q=">AAACC3icdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3oUWoiGXGKWp3RTcuK9hW6IxDJk3b0MwkJBmlDN278VfcuFDErT/gzr8xfQgqeiBwOOdebs4JBaNK2/aHlZmbX1hcyi7nVlbX1jfym1tNxROJSQNzxuVViBRhNCYNTTUjV0ISFIWMtMLB2dhv3RCpKI8v9VAQP0K9mHYpRtpIQb7gyT4PPKEo9ITkQnOIrtMDt+Ts307kvVGQL9rl6hhHcErcqiF2xbFdFzple4IimKEe5N+9DsdJRGKNGVKq7dhC+ymSmmJGRjkvUUQgPEA90jY0RhFRfjrJMoK7RunALpfmxRpO1O8bKYqUGkahmYyQ7qvf3lj8y2snunvipzQWiSYxnh7qJgyaxONiYIdKgjUbGoKwpOavEPeRRFib+nKmhK+k8H/SPCw7hl9UirXTWR1ZsAMKoAQccAxq4BzUQQNgcAcewBN4tu6tR+vFep2OZqzZzjb4AevtE1gamps=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="u2Hxk0H3HjNe0KmJh44+yrfZ/1Q=">AAACC3icdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3oUWoiGXGKWp3RTcuK9hW6IxDJk3b0MwkJBmlDN278VfcuFDErT/gzr8xfQgqeiBwOOdebs4JBaNK2/aHlZmbX1hcyi7nVlbX1jfym1tNxROJSQNzxuVViBRhNCYNTTUjV0ISFIWMtMLB2dhv3RCpKI8v9VAQP0K9mHYpRtpIQb7gyT4PPKEo9ITkQnOIrtMDt+Ts307kvVGQL9rl6hhHcErcqiF2xbFdFzple4IimKEe5N+9DsdJRGKNGVKq7dhC+ymSmmJGRjkvUUQgPEA90jY0RhFRfjrJMoK7RunALpfmxRpO1O8bKYqUGkahmYyQ7qvf3lj8y2snunvipzQWiSYxnh7qJgyaxONiYIdKgjUbGoKwpOavEPeRRFib+nKmhK+k8H/SPCw7hl9UirXTWR1ZsAMKoAQccAxq4BzUQQNgcAcewBN4tu6tR+vFep2OZqzZzjb4AevtE1gamps=</latexit>

⇡ 1
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

Early Kination cosmology

Non-Standard cosmological model

Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati                Luca Visinelli, 21-05-2019



Non-Standard cosmological model

during Kination Decay

See LV & Redondo 1808.01879

Early Kination cosmology (with or without decay!)

⇢�
<latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ck8pdC+ekZH4nUmSP+ZG7r8lEyk=">AAAB2XicbZDNSgMxFIXv1L86Vq1rN8EiuCozbnQpuHFZwbZCO5RM5k4bmskMyR2hDH0BF25EfC93vo3pz0JbDwQ+zknIvSculLQUBN9ebWd3b/+gfugfNfzjk9Nmo2fz0gjsilzl5jnmFpXU2CVJCp8LgzyLFfbj6f0i77+gsTLXTzQrMMr4WMtUCk7O6oyaraAdLMW2IVxDC9YaNb+GSS7KDDUJxa0dhEFBUcUNSaFw7g9LiwUXUz7GgUPNM7RRtRxzzi6dk7A0N+5oYkv394uKZ9bOstjdzDhN7Ga2MP/LBiWlt1EldVESarH6KC0Vo5wtdmaJNChIzRxwYaSblYkJN1yQa8Z3HYSbG29D77odOn4MoA7ncAFXEMIN3MEDdKALAhJ4hXdv4r15H6uuat66tDP4I+/zBzjGijg=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kPz8GV4EuPuEsUU1ZWi5+qLALt4=">AAAB5XicbZBLSwMxFIXv1FetVatbN8EiuCozbnQpuHFZwT6kM5RMmumE5kWSEcrQX+HGhSL+JXf+G9PHQlsPBD7OSci9J9WcWReG30Fla3tnd6+6XzuoHx4dN07qXasKQ2iHKK5MP8WWciZpxzHHaV8bikXKaS+d3M3z3jM1lin56KaaJgKPJcsYwc5bT7HJ1TDWORs2mmErXAhtQrSCJqzUHja+4pEihaDSEY6tHUShdkmJjWOE01ktLizVmEzwmA48SiyoTcrFwDN04Z0RypTxRzq0cH+/KLGwdipSf1Ngl9v1bG7+lw0Kl90kJZO6cFSS5UdZwZFTaL49GjFDieNTD5gY5mdFJMcGE+c7qvkSovWVN6F71Yo8P4RQhTM4h0uI4Bpu4R7a0AECAl7gDd4DE7wGH8u6KsGqt1P4o+DzB60Zjxo=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kPz8GV4EuPuEsUU1ZWi5+qLALt4=">AAAB5XicbZBLSwMxFIXv1FetVatbN8EiuCozbnQpuHFZwT6kM5RMmumE5kWSEcrQX+HGhSL+JXf+G9PHQlsPBD7OSci9J9WcWReG30Fla3tnd6+6XzuoHx4dN07qXasKQ2iHKK5MP8WWciZpxzHHaV8bikXKaS+d3M3z3jM1lin56KaaJgKPJcsYwc5bT7HJ1TDWORs2mmErXAhtQrSCJqzUHja+4pEihaDSEY6tHUShdkmJjWOE01ktLizVmEzwmA48SiyoTcrFwDN04Z0RypTxRzq0cH+/KLGwdipSf1Ngl9v1bG7+lw0Kl90kJZO6cFSS5UdZwZFTaL49GjFDieNTD5gY5mdFJMcGE+c7qvkSovWVN6F71Yo8P4RQhTM4h0uI4Bpu4R7a0AECAl7gDd4DE7wGH8u6KsGqt1P4o+DzB60Zjxo=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="QSG3DlcirtasVSp/R1+SJ+sbVT8=">AAAB8HicbZC7SgNBFIbPxluMt6ilzWAQrMKujZZBG8sIJlGyS5idzGaHzGWZmRXCkqewsVDE1sex822cJFto4g8DH/85hznnjzPOjPX9b6+ytr6xuVXdru3s7u0f1A+PukblmtAOUVzphxgbypmkHcsspw+ZpljEnPbi8c2s3nui2jAl7+0ko5HAI8kSRrB11mOoUzUIs5QN6g2/6c+FViEooQGl2oP6VzhUJBdUWsKxMf3Az2xUYG0Z4XRaC3NDM0zGeET7DiUW1ETFfOEpOnPOECVKuyctmru/JwosjJmI2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9X6uU2uooLJLLdUksVHSc6RVWh2PRoyTYnlEweYaOZ2RSTFGhPrMqq5EILlk1ehe9EMHN/5jdZ1GUcVTuAUziGAS2jBLbShAwQEPMMrvHnae/HevY9Fa8UrZ47hj7zPH+VCkHE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="XC6E7jbOhch7oCsxkCXupQW+8ns=">AAAB8HicbZDLSgMxFIbP1Futt6pLN8EiuCozIuiy6MZlBXuRzlAyaaYTmsuQZIRS+hRuXCji1sdx59uYtrPQ1h8CH/85h5zzxxlnxvr+t1daW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbaNyTWiLKK50N8aGciZpyzLLaTfTFIuY0048up3VO09UG6bkgx1nNBJ4KFnCCLbOegx1qvphlrJ+tebX/bnQKgQF1KBQs1/9CgeK5IJKSzg2phf4mY0mWFtGOJ1WwtzQDJMRHtKeQ4kFNdFkvvAUnTlngBKl3ZMWzd3fExMsjBmL2HUKbFOzXJuZ/9V6uU2uowmTWW6pJIuPkpwjq9DsejRgmhLLxw4w0cztikiKNSbWZVRxIQTLJ69C+6IeOL6/rDVuijjKcAKncA4BXEED7qAJLSAg4Ble4c3T3ov37n0sWkteMXMMf+R9/gDmgpB1</latexit>

10�210�1100101102103
10�14

10�12

10�10

10�8

10�6

10�4

10�2

100

H
ub

bl
e

ra
te

H
[e

V
]

STD
LTD

10�210�1100101102103

T [GeV]

10�10

10�8

10�6

10�4

10�2

100

sc
al

e
fa

ct
or

a/
a M

eV

10�210�1100101102103
10�14

10�12

10�10

10�8

10�6

10�4

10�2

100

H
ub

bl
e

ra
te

H
[e

V
]

STD
LTD

10�210�1100101102103

T [GeV]

10�10

10�8

10�6

10�4

10�2

100

sc
al

e
fa

ct
or

a/
a M

eV

TRH
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

10�210�1100101102103
10�14

10�11

10�8

10�5

10�2

101

104

H
ub

bl
e

ra
te

H
[e

V
]

STD
Kination decay
Kination

10�210�1100101102103

T [GeV]

10�8

10�7

10�6

10�5

10�4

10�3

10�2

10�1

100

sc
al

e
fa

ct
or

a/
a M

eV

10�210�1100101102103
10�14

10�11

10�8

10�5

10�2

101

104

H
ub

bl
e

ra
te

H
[e

V
]

STD
Kination decay
Kination

10�210�1100101102103

T [GeV]

10�8

10�7

10�6

10�5

10�4

10�3

10�2

10�1

100

sc
al

e
fa

ct
or

a/
a M

eV

a / T�4/3
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati                Luca Visinelli, 21-05-2019



Non-Standard cosmological model

In general we consider

d⇢�

da
+ 3(1 + we↵)⇢� = ���

H
⇢�
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The axion “feels” the effects of the NSC if

field oscillations start sufficiently early Tosc > TRH
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The dark matter axion mass

https://github.com/lucavisinelli/Axion-NonStandard-Cosmologies
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Including the effects of cosmic strings
104

<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

102
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

100
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

10�2
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

10�4
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

10�6
<latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="(null)">(null)</latexit>

https://github.com/lucavisinelli/Axion-NonStandard-Cosmologies

Nicklas Ramberg, & LV, 1904.05707

Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati                Luca Visinelli, 21-05-2019



GW from axionic string
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Figure 1. Mass fraction f(�) of axions in miniclusters with a given value of �.

distribution is summarized in Fig. 1 which shows a di↵erential probability f(�) to find an
axion in a clump with a given value of �, as a function of �. According to this plot, 70%
of all axions are in miniclusters with � > 1. Contribution from the decay of the domain
wall -string network is likely to modify this distribution only quantitatively. Indeed, since
i) the axion string network decays completely at the epoch when the axion oscillations start
ii) the process is highly inhomogeneous being dominated by the horizon scale iii) produced
axions are non-relativistic, see e.g. [15], one can expect that the change in the miniclusrer
distribution will not be qualitative.

3 Tidal destruction of miniclusters by stars

Small-scale clumps in the Galaxy may be tidally disrupted by the gravitational field of the
halo, of the disc and in encounters with stars. These processes were studied by many authors,
for a review see [7]. The axion miniclusters are too dense to be disrupted by the halo
gravitational field. Here we estimate the rate at which they are disrupted in stellar encounters,
which is the dominant process for the relevant range of masses.

When a minicluster traverses the stellar field, interactions with individual stars increase
the velocity dispersion of dark matter particles and reduce the clump’s binding energy. Fol-
lowing Refs. [12, 13] we introduce a critical impact parameter, bc, such that for b < bc a
single encounter is su�ciently strong to unbind the minicluster. This parameter was found
to be [12, 13]

b
2
c ⇡

GMsRmc

vrel vmc
, (3.1)

– 3 –

Regions with overdensities

collapse at temperature
Density of miniclusters

                                     See LV & Redondo 1808.01879

Compact objects

⇢ ⇠ 140(1 + �)�3⇢eq

Tcollapse = �Teq

� = �⇢/⇢
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Figure 7: The distribution of overdensities in each point of our simulation grid as a function of conformal time.
These results where obtained on grids of length L = 6L1 using n = 7 and N = 40963 (left) or N = 81923

(right) points. The dashed black line, labelled ’WKBed’, is obtaining by free-streaming the axion field at the
end of the simulation.

where the axion energy density is computed as

%(x) =
f2

A

2
(@t✓)

2 +
f2

A

2R2
(r✓)2 + �(T )(1 � cos ✓)

=
(fAH1)2

⌧4

✓
1

2
(@⌧ +  /⌧)2 +

1

2
(r )2 + ⌧ n+4(1 � cos( /⌧))

◆
. (4.2)

In Fig. 7 we show how the distribution of values of �(xi) in each grid position xi evolves in time. The results
of our benchmark simulations with L = 6, N = 4096, msa = 1.5 are presented on the left and N = 8192 on
the right. For better display in the loglog plot, we use � + 1 as abscissa. The distribution peaks around � ⇠ 1,
decreases very sharply (��3.5) for intermediate values and hardens at � ⇠ 100. The slope of this high-density
tail is dP/d� / 1/�2, which turns out to be very important. Finally, one can identify a distinctive peak after
which the density drops faster again. It corresponds to a density % ⇠ VQCD(✓ = ⇡) = 2m2

A
f2

A
, which increases

in time as the axion mass grows.

Since dP/d� is a probability distribution, we can compute its moments and analyse which parts of the
distribution contribute the most to them. For instance, the first moment is the average contrast h�i, which by
definition (4.1) is zero. When we compute the average density / 1 + �,

h� + 1i =

Z
d�

dP (�)

d�
(� + 1) = 1 , (4.3)

we see that indeed this integral is dominated by values of � ⇠ O(1) and not a↵ected by the hard tail. However,
higher moments starting from h�2i, are indeed sensitive to the cut-o↵. As the cut-o↵ increases with time, so
does h�2i, see Fig. 8.

The explanation for this curious phenomenon is the presence of a few axitons [21] in the grid. Before
describing them let us first look at the spectrum of density fluctuations.

The Fourier transform of the density contrast field,

e�(k) =

Z
d3x eik·x �(x) , (4.4)
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Power injection at very small scales
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Figure 9: Time evolution of the dimensionless variance of axion energy density fluctuation as a function of
momenta. Results are shown for an average over L = 6L1, N = 8192 and n = 7 simulations. Di↵erent lines
show the time evolution. For simplicity the legends quotes only the earliest and latest time shown in each
plot, the remaining colors interpolate between these limits. The time di↵erence between steps is �⌧ = 0.1.
The three plots show the evolution through the three periods of our simulation: axions with strings, network
destruction, non-relativistic period with axitons.

as black lines in Fig. 9. The curve gives precisely what we expect from a free-streaming. The distribution at
relatively large scales is una↵ected by it, but small scale-fluctuations are erased roughly to the level they had
before the axitons formed. Small residual oscillations around k ⇠ 100/L1 can arise from a number of di↵erent
e↵ects. To date we have not elucidated their exact origin, but they do not modify significantly our conclusions.

Fig. 10 summarises some of our findings for varying string tensions, physical volumes and final times to our
simulation. In the left plot we observe how increasing the string tension or the resolution decreases the the
low-k tail. In the right plot we show that our choice of the time when we stop the simulations and perform the
WKB evolution has only a moderate influence around k ⇠ 100/L1. The blue line was evolved until ⌧ = 5 in
L = 6L1, N = 6144 grids, for which we have mAa = 1.4. The simulations corresponding to the black line were
stopped at ⌧ = 4.5, for which mAa = 0.63.

Overall the results are largely consistent and reveal a very clear picture. We discuss it in the remainder of
this section for the low-k, intermediate-k and high-k regions separately.

4.1 Low-k region: Patches

In the low-k regime, �2
k

seems to converge to the power law,

�2
k

' (3 ± 1) ⇥ 10�2(kL1)
3, (4.7)

which means that |e�(k)|2 becomes independent of momentum, i.e. a white noise power spectrum. We interpret
this low-k trend as the region where the density field is dominated by the misalignment axions. Di↵erent
patches of comoving size L1 have di↵erent initial values of the axion field and thus di↵erent DM densities. The
�2

k
/ k3 behaviour can be easily understood with a model where the total DM mass Mt in a comoving volume

V is put into Nc clumps of mass Mc, volume Vc (linear dimensions Lc ⇠ V 1/3
c ⇠ L1) in random positions. The

calculation of the Fourier mode �(k) with wavelength �k = 2⇡/k � Lc is a volume integral over density that
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Searching for the QCD Axion with Gravitational Microlensing

Malcolm Fairbairna,⇤ David J. E. Marsha,† and Jérémie Quevillona‡
a Kings College London, Strand, London, WC2R 2LS, United Kingdom

The phase transition responsible for axion dark matter production can create large amplitude
isocurvature perturbations which collapse into dense objects known as axion miniclusters. We use
microlensing data from the EROS survey, and from recent observations with the Subaru Hyper
Suprime Cam to place constraints on the minicluster scenario. We compute the microlensing event
rate for miniclusters treating them as spatially extended objects. Using the published bounds
on the number of microlensing events we bound the fraction of DM collapsed into miniclusters,
fMC. For an axion with temperature dependent mass consistent with the QCD axion we find
fMC < 0.083(ma/100µeV)0.12, which represents the first observational constraint on the minicluster
fraction. We forecast that a high-e�ciency observation of around ten nights with Subaru would be
su�cient to constrain fMC . 0.004 over the entire QCD axion mass range. We make various
approximations to derive these constraints and dedicated analyses by the observing teams of EROS
and Subaru are necessary to confirm our results. If accurate theoretical predictions for fMC can
be made in future then microlensing can be used to exclude, or discover, the QCD axion. Further
details of our computations are presented in a companion paper [1].

The QCD axion [2–7] remains one of the most well-
motivated and viable candidates for particle dark matter
(DM). The axion is a pseudo-Nambu-Goldstone boson of
a spontaneously broken global U(1) symmetry, known as
a Peccei-Quinn (PQ) symmetry [8]. PQ symmetry break-
ing occurs when the temperature of the Universe drops
below the symmetry breaking scale TPQ ⇠ fa. The cos-
mology of the axion is determined by the cosmic epoch
during which symmetry breaking occurs [9, 10]. If the
PQ symmetry is broken after smooth cosmic initial con-
ditions are established (by, for example, inflation) then
topological defects and large amplitude axion field fluc-
tuations will be present on scales of order the horizon size
at symmetry breaking [11–13]. For models of inflation,
the observational bound on the cosmic microwave back-
ground tensor to scalar ratio of rT  0.07 [14] implies
this scenario for symmetry breaking is only possible for
fa . 1013 GeV.

The Kibble mechanism [15] smoothes the axion field on
the horizon scale until such a time that the axion mass
becomes cosmically relevant: 3H(T0) ⇡ ma(T0), where
H(T ) is the Hubble rate and we have allowed tempera-
ture dependence of the axion mass. At this epoch, the
topological defects decay (we consider only the case with
domain wall number equal to unity) [16], and the axion
field is left with large amplitude isocurvature fluctuations
on the horizon scale.

Once cosmological structure begins to grow at matter-
radiation equality, the isocurvature perturbations are
converted into curvature perturbations, and promptly
collapse into dense bound structures of DM known as
axion miniclusters [11, 17–22]. The characteristic mini-
cluster mass, M0, is given by the total mass of DM con-

⇤ malcolm.fairbairn@kcl.ac.uk
† david.marsh@kcl.ac.uk
‡ jeremie.quevillon@kcl.ac.uk
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FIG. 1. The Characteristic Minicluster Mass: We plot
M0, as a function of the axion mass, ma, for di↵erent temper-
ature evolutions of the axion mass parameterised by index n.
Solid lines show the most realistic assumptions about the relic
density, while dashed lines relax those assumptions slightly.
When the axion mass is temperature independent (n = 0), the
two scenarios are equivalent for minicluster mass. Lines ter-
minate at a lower bound onma set by the DM relic abundance
and the constraint fa . 1013 GeV for minicluster production.

tained within the horizon at the epoch T0:

M0 = ⇢̄a
4

3
⇡

✓
⇡

a(T0)H(T0)

◆3

, (1)

where a is the cosmic scale factor of the Friedmann-
Lemâıtre-Robertson-Walker metric, and we have consid-
ered a spherical patch of radius R = ⇡/k0 for comov-
ing wavevector k0 = a(T0)H(T0) (here and throughout
~ = c = 1). The definition of M0 depends upon filtering
of the mass function [1]. Ours di↵ers from others in the
literature that take a cubic volume ⇠ k
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Mass                           (enclosed at          )

Radius                        .  Virialization?

Axion miniclusters

MMC ⇠ 10�10M� H
�1
QCD

RMC ⇠ 1AU/�

KCL-PH-TH/2017-03

Searching for the QCD Axion with Gravitational Microlensing

Malcolm Fairbairna,⇤ David J. E. Marsha,† and Jérémie Quevillona‡
a Kings College London, Strand, London, WC2R 2LS, United Kingdom

The phase transition responsible for axion dark matter production can create large amplitude
isocurvature perturbations which collapse into dense objects known as axion miniclusters. We use
microlensing data from the EROS survey, and from recent observations with the Subaru Hyper
Suprime Cam to place constraints on the minicluster scenario. We compute the microlensing event
rate for miniclusters treating them as spatially extended objects. Using the published bounds
on the number of microlensing events we bound the fraction of DM collapsed into miniclusters,
fMC. For an axion with temperature dependent mass consistent with the QCD axion we find
fMC < 0.083(ma/100µeV)0.12, which represents the first observational constraint on the minicluster
fraction. We forecast that a high-e�ciency observation of around ten nights with Subaru would be
su�cient to constrain fMC . 0.004 over the entire QCD axion mass range. We make various
approximations to derive these constraints and dedicated analyses by the observing teams of EROS
and Subaru are necessary to confirm our results. If accurate theoretical predictions for fMC can
be made in future then microlensing can be used to exclude, or discover, the QCD axion. Further
details of our computations are presented in a companion paper [1].

The QCD axion [2–7] remains one of the most well-
motivated and viable candidates for particle dark matter
(DM). The axion is a pseudo-Nambu-Goldstone boson of
a spontaneously broken global U(1) symmetry, known as
a Peccei-Quinn (PQ) symmetry [8]. PQ symmetry break-
ing occurs when the temperature of the Universe drops
below the symmetry breaking scale TPQ ⇠ fa. The cos-
mology of the axion is determined by the cosmic epoch
during which symmetry breaking occurs [9, 10]. If the
PQ symmetry is broken after smooth cosmic initial con-
ditions are established (by, for example, inflation) then
topological defects and large amplitude axion field fluc-
tuations will be present on scales of order the horizon size
at symmetry breaking [11–13]. For models of inflation,
the observational bound on the cosmic microwave back-
ground tensor to scalar ratio of rT  0.07 [14] implies
this scenario for symmetry breaking is only possible for
fa . 1013 GeV.

The Kibble mechanism [15] smoothes the axion field on
the horizon scale until such a time that the axion mass
becomes cosmically relevant: 3H(T0) ⇡ ma(T0), where
H(T ) is the Hubble rate and we have allowed tempera-
ture dependence of the axion mass. At this epoch, the
topological defects decay (we consider only the case with
domain wall number equal to unity) [16], and the axion
field is left with large amplitude isocurvature fluctuations
on the horizon scale.

Once cosmological structure begins to grow at matter-
radiation equality, the isocurvature perturbations are
converted into curvature perturbations, and promptly
collapse into dense bound structures of DM known as
axion miniclusters [11, 17–22]. The characteristic mini-
cluster mass, M0, is given by the total mass of DM con-

⇤ malcolm.fairbairn@kcl.ac.uk
† david.marsh@kcl.ac.uk
‡ jeremie.quevillon@kcl.ac.uk
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FIG. 1. The Characteristic Minicluster Mass: We plot
M0, as a function of the axion mass, ma, for di↵erent temper-
ature evolutions of the axion mass parameterised by index n.
Solid lines show the most realistic assumptions about the relic
density, while dashed lines relax those assumptions slightly.
When the axion mass is temperature independent (n = 0), the
two scenarios are equivalent for minicluster mass. Lines ter-
minate at a lower bound onma set by the DM relic abundance
and the constraint fa . 1013 GeV for minicluster production.

tained within the horizon at the epoch T0:
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Lemâıtre-Robertson-Walker metric, and we have consid-
ered a spherical patch of radius R = ⇡/k0 for comov-
ing wavevector k0 = a(T0)H(T0) (here and throughout
~ = c = 1). The definition of M0 depends upon filtering
of the mass function [1]. Ours di↵ers from others in the
literature that take a cubic volume ⇠ k
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Growth of axion perturbations during NSC at subhorizon

Axion miniclusters
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Survival of the minicluster

Tinyakov+16; LV&Redondo18

Disruption probability over a Galactic year p ⇠ 2%��3/2(1 + �)�1/2

Disrupted miniclusters form streams with detectable chance
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Microlensing 4

FIG. 3. Expected Microlensing Events: Here we assume
that all the DM is composed of miniclusters on small scales.
Lines show the e↵ects of our modelling of the minicluster mass
function and density profile for HSC and the EROS survey.

Fig. 3 for HSC and EROS with fMC = 1. The number
of events in HSC is far larger than for EROS due to the
huge volume of DM between Earth and M31 leading to
a larger optical depth to microlensing for HSC [40]. To
show the e↵ects of our modelling we show four di↵erent
calculations of Nexp. for HSC.

In the first, we compute the event rate for PBHs (i.e
point like object) of fixed mass M0 (i.e. Dirac-delta-
function mass distribution) to normalise the exposure
and e�ciency.

We then compute the case of isolated miniclusters,
with density profiles determined by dn/d�. This reduces
the number of events by a factor of O(102) due to the
requirement of large � such that R > 0. We consider
this most conservative: miniclusters are too dense to suf-
fer much disruption on mergers, and MCHs are likely to
be a “plum pudding” of M0 objects. In this case, for the
HSC cadence and QCD axion, the modulating role of the
MCH mass function is not relevant

The dense MCH case includes in addition the e↵ects of
dn/dM . A microlensing survey is sensitive to objects of
fixed mass M . The mass function spreads the MCHs to
M > M0 (with more total mass at larger M), shifting the
central M0 to smaller values. The density profiles of the
dense MCHs are also computed using dn/d� i.e. mergers
forming MCHs are assumed to preserve the distribution
of halo concentrations.

Finally, the di↵use minicluster case uses dn/dM , but
assumes that all MCHs with M outside a small window
near M0 have too low density for microlensing. The cut
in dn/dM reduces the number of events. This is the
most pessimistic model, corresponding to an e↵ective re-
duction in fMC caused by mergers.

Taking both EROS and HSC to have observed zero
microlensing candidates the Poisson statistics 95% C.L.
limit on the number of expected events is Nexp  3 [40,
41]. Using this limit we find the constraints on fMC as a
function of axion mass ma presented in Fig. 4. We find
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FIG. 4. Limits on the Fraction of DM collapsed into
Miniclusters: The model adopted is for “isolated miniclus-
ters”, which we consider the most realistic. The shaded region
shows the allowed mass for the QCD axion in this scenario.
Where the n = 3.34 lines intersect this region, fMC is con-
strained for the QCD axion. The magenta (blue) line in the
inset shows a hypothetical improved observation by HSC ten
nights with an e�ciency ✏ ⇠ 1 in the case of isolated mini-
clusters (dense MHCs).

that EROS is unable to place a bound on fMC < 1.
HSC, on the other hand, does. The shaded band

shows the allowed mass for the QCD axion fixed by
ma = 6.6 µeV(1012 GeV/fa) [2, 3] and the relic density:
50 µeV . ma . 200 µeV [46]. The solid lines show the
HSC constraint: where the n = 3.34 line intersects the
shaded band, fMC is bounded for the QCD axion, and we
find fMC < 0.083(ma/100 µeV)0.12 in the isolated mini-
clusters case.

These results could be improved as shown in Fig. 4
(inset) where the magenta line shows a hypothetical
improved observation by HSC, extending to ten nights
with an e�ciency ✏ ⇠ 1, leading to a forecast bound of
fMC . 0.004 for the QCD axion in the isolated miniclus-
ters case. The improved observation would also able to
bound fMC . 0.1 in the more pessimistic dense MCH
scenario. We advocate a dedicated analysis of the HSC
microlensing data to place more rigorous bounds on fMC

than we have approximated, and for a longer microlens-
ing survey in order to improve those bounds further.
Ref. [1], includes the necessary light curves. Ref. [1] also
discusses various theoretical uncertainties and modelling
that can give small shifts in the constraints. The largest
uncertainty comes from our simplified modelling of the
lensing e�ciency. We are confident, however, that a more
thorough analysis by the observing teams will show that
HSC, and microlensing in general, is now a powerful tool
to constrain the QCD axion.

In this paper we have used microlensing to place the
first observational bounds on the DM axion minicluster
fraction, fMC. This quantity is poorly understood theo-
retically, and naively could be of order unity. If the mini-
cluster fraction were unity then axion DM detection in

Fairbairn+2017
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Conclusions

• It is an exciting period to work on dark matter compact objects!

• Details require much further efforts. Work in progress...

• Miniclusters and axion stars are possible laboratories!
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What if     is comparable to                ?

velocity dispersion

• Formation? Accretion? Disruption?

• Effects on structure formation?

•  What happens when they collide?

Axion stars

R �deBroglie

M
2

⇣
~

ma R

⌘2
= 3

5
GM2

2R R / 1
M

� = ~
ma R ⇠ 10�8

Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati                Luca Visinelli, 21-05-2019



A bosonic field can arrange into a self-gravitating, 
compact, solitonic equilibrium configuration

The field must be oscillating:

1) Beats Derrick theorem (prevents static 
solutions of non-linear KGE) [G.H.Derrick, J. Math. Phys. 5 1252 (1964)]

II) Applies to scalar bosons (no Noether current)

Solitons made out of bosons

✓ = ✓ cosmt
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Massive real scalar field 

Self-gravitating

Lagrangian: 

Metric:

Solitons made out of bosons

ds2 = N2(t, r)dt2 � g2(t, r)dr2 � r2d⌦2

� = �(x)

Gµ⌫ = 8⇡ Tµ⌫(�)

L =
1

2
(@µ�) (@µ�)� V (�)
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cz ⇡ z

(1 + z)2
⇡ 0.22

Oscillons out of the axion field

V (�) =
⇤4

cz

 
1�

s

1� 4cz sin
2 �

2f

!

⇤ = 75.5MeV

-3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5
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Di Vecchia & Veneziano,

Nucl. Phys. B 171 253 (1980);

Grilli di Cortona et al.

JHEP 01 034 (2016)
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Oscillating solution

Non-relativistic regime when               (or           )

Also,

Poisson equation + Schrödinger equation
    (From Einstein eq.)           (From Klein-Gordon eq.)

� = f ⇥(r) cos(!t)

|�| ⌧ f |✓| ⌧ 1

! ⇡ m
�
= ⇤2/f

�

Solitons made out of bosons
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Solving by shooting method

2 4 6 8
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Mass-radius of an axion star

⇥(r)

f2

m
= 3⇥ 10�20M�

✓
10�5 eV

m

◆3

1

m
= 3⇥ 10�11R�

✓
10�5 eV

m

◆

Natural mass and radius 
scales:

Three ‘branches’

Increasing density
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Mass-radius of an axion star
“Dilute” branch

Relevant contributions:

• Kinetic pressure

• Gravity

Stable against perturbations

R / 1/M

U ⇠ M

2
v2 � GM2

R
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Mass-radius of an axion star
“Dilute” branch

Relevant contributions:

• Kinetic pressure

• Gravity

Stable against perturbations

R / 1/M

U ⇠ M

2
v2 � GM2

R
M ⇠ 10�11M�

Self-interactions kick in
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Mass-radius of an axion star
“Critical” branch

Relevant contributions:

• Kinetic pressure

• Quartic interaction

Not stable against 
perturbations

U ⇠ M

2
v2 � ⇤4⇥4

c R
3

R / M
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Mass-radius of an axion star
“Dense” branch

Relevant contributions:

• Kinetic pressure

• Gradient energy

• All orders in the potential

Solutions are pseudo-oscillons 
of KGE with finite lifetime

⇢ ⇠ ⇤4 or R / M1/3

⌧life = O

✓
103

m

◆
⇠ 10�7 s
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Transition from “critical” to “dense” branch

/m
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Soliton cores

Figure 1: Comparison of cosmological large-scale structures formed by standard CDM and by wave-
like dark matter, ψDM. Panel (a) shows the structure created by evolving a single coherent wave function
for ΛψDM calculated on AMR grids. Panel (b) is the structure simulated with a standard ΛCDM N-body
code GADGET-212 for the same cosmological parameters, with the high-k modes of the linear power spec-
trum intentionally suppressed in a way similar to the ψDMmodel to highlight the comparison of large-scale
features. This comparison clearly demonstrates that the large scale distribution of filaments and voids is in-
distinguishable between these two completely different calculations, as desired given the success of ΛCDM
in describing the observed large scale structure. ψDM arises from the low momentum state of the conden-
sate so that it is equivalent to collisionless CDM well above the Jeans scale.

CDM, including the surprising uniformity of their
central masses,M(< 300 pc)≃ 107 M⊙, and shallow
density profiles1–4. In contrast, galaxies predicted by
CDM extend to much lower masses, well below the
observed dwarf galaxies, with steeper, singular mass
profiles5–7. Adjustments to standard CDM address-
ing these difficulties consider particle collisions16, or
warm dark matter (WDM)17. WDM can be tuned to
suppress small scale structures, but does not provide
large enough flat cores18, 19. Collisional CDM can
be adjusted to generate flat cores, but cannot sup-
press low mass galaxies without resorting to other
baryonic physics20. Better agreement is expected
for ψDM because the uncertainty principle coun-
ters gravity below a Jeans scale, simultaneously sup-
pressing small scale structures and limiting the cen-
tral density of collapsed haloes8, 9.

Detailed examination of structure formation
with ψDM is therefore highly desirable, but, un-
like the extensive N-body investigation of standard

CDM, no sufficiently high resolution simulations of
ψDM have been attempted. The wave mechanics
of ψDM can be described by Schrödinger’s equa-
tion, coupled to gravity via Poisson’s equation13
with negligible microscopic self-interaction. The dy-
namics here differs from collisionless particle CDM
by a new form of stress tensor from quantum un-
certainty, giving rise to a comoving Jeans length,
λJ ∝ (1+ z)1/4m−1/2

B , during the matter-dominated
epoch15. The insensitivity of λJ to redshift, z, gener-
ates a sharp cutoff mass below which structures are
suppressed. Cosmological simulations in this con-
text turn out to be much more challenging than stan-
dard N-body simulations as the highest frequency
oscillations, ω , given approximately by the matter
wave dispersion relation, ω ∝ m−1

B λ−2, occur on the
smallest scales, requiring very fine temporal resolu-
tion even for moderate spatial resolution (see Sup-
plementary Fig. S1). In this work, we optimise
an adaptive-mesh-refinement (AMR) scheme, with

2

Figure 2: A slice of density field of ψDM simulation on various scales at zzz=== 000...111. This scaled sequence
(each of thickness 60 pc) shows how quantum interference patterns can be clearly seen everywhere from
the large-scale filaments, tangential fringes near the virial boundaries, to the granular structure inside the
haloes. Distinct solitonic cores with radius ∼ 0.3− 1.6 kpc are found within each collapsed halo. The
density shown here spans over nine orders of magnitude, from 10−1 to 108 (normalized to the cosmic mean
density). The color map scales logarithmically, with cyan corresponding to density ! 10.

graphic processing unit acceleration, improving per-
formance by almost two orders of magnitude21 (see
Supplementary Section 1 for details).

Fig. 1 demonstrates that despite the completely
different calculations employed, the pattern of fil-
aments and voids generated by a conventional N-
body particle ΛCDM simulation is remarkably in-
distinguishable from the wavelike ΛψDM for the
same linear power spectrum (see Supplementary Fig.
S2). Here Λ represents the cosmological constant.
This agreement is desirable given the success of stan-
dard ΛCDM in describing the statistics of large scale
structure. To examine the wave nature that distin-
guishes ψDM from CDM on small scales, we res-
imulate with a very high maximum resolution of
60 pc for a 2 Mpc comoving box, so that the dens-
est objects formed of " 300 pc size are well re-
solved with ∼ 103 grids. A slice through this box
is shown in Fig. 2, revealing fine interference fringes
defining long filaments, with tangential fringes near

the boundaries of virialized objects, where the de
Broglie wavelengths depend on the local velocity of
matter. An unexpected feature of our ψDM simula-
tions is the generation of prominent dense coherent
standing waves of dark matter in the center of every
gravitational bound object, forming a flat core with
a sharp boundary (Figs. 2 and 3). These dark matter
cores grow as material is accreted and are surrounded
by virialized haloes of material with fine-scale, large-
amplitude cellular interference, which continuously
fluctuates in density and velocity generating quan-
tum and turbulent pressure support against gravity.

The central density profiles of all our collapsed
cores fit well with the stable soliton solution of the
Schrödinger-Poisson equation, as shown in Fig. 3
(see also Supplementary Section 2 and Fig. S3). On
the other hand, except for the lightest halo which
has just formed and is not yet virialized, the outer
profiles of other haloes possess a steepening loga-
rithmic slope, similar to the Navarro-Frenk-White

3

Ultra-light axion DM 
is indistinguishable 
from CDM 
on large scales....

... galactic-size
self-gravitating
soliton cores are 
produced

Schive et al. Nature 10 496 (2014)

Veeltman et al. PRD 98 043509 (2018)
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Axions from String Theory

Moduli are paired with axions
A 6D manifold is more complicated than a torus...

A torus has two “moduli” fields
In general, # fields given by the 

topology of the manifold

Density of Hodge numbers for all
known Calabi-Yau three-folds
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Visinelli and Vagnozzi, 1809.06382; see also GAMBIT results

Axions from String Theory
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