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When it “all” began CERN’s origins can be traced back to 
the late 1940s. In the aftermath of the 
Second World War, a small group of 
visionary scientists (Raoul Dautry, 
Pierre Auger and Lew Kowarski in 
France, Edoardo Amaldi in Italy and 
Niels Bohr in Denmark were among 
these pioneers) and public 
administrators, on both sides of the 
Atlantic, identified fundamental 
research as a potential vehicle to 
rebuild Europe and to foster peace in 
a troubled region. 

It was from these ideas that CERN 
was born on 29 September 1954, with 
a dual mandate to provide excellent 
science, and to bring nations together.  

[https://timeline.web.cern.ch/timelines/The-history-of-CERN] 
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CERN today 

[https://home.cern/] 
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When it “all” began 
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INFN today 

[http://home.infn.it/en/] 
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Gravitational waves 
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Internet 

[https://evrythng.com/evrythng-engineers-visit-cern-birthplace-web/] 

[http://fortune.com/2016/06/09/web-fix-berners-lee/] 
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People 
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New particles 
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What’s Next: 
Challenges and 

Opportunities for 
Tomorrow’s 

Fundamental Physics 
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A foreword 
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Program 


