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Election officials in Franklin County, Ohio are reportedly stumped over what one
maintenance worker found in a dilapidated downtown Columbus warehouse earlier this
week.
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Holohoax 101 - The Fundamentals of the Holocaust Hoax
The First Holohoax, During World War One

The book The First Holocaust, Jewish Fund Raising Campaigns with Holocaust Claims During and After World War One by Don Heddeshemimer
is documented with reprints of articles from the New York Times and other Jewish press that claimed that there was a
holocaust of the Jews during World War One. For example, see the article by Martin Glynn, the former Mayor of New
York, describing a holocaust of six million Jews published in 1919 at http://codoh.com/library/document/871
Heddesheimer missed the systematic and murderous extermination of six million Jews in 1906, as reported in the New
York Times, see http: ing-the-holocaust-hoax-archive.blogspot.com/2010/01/ny-times-reports-in-1906-
that-russias.html

Don Heddeshelmer

" From a review of the book on amazon.com, "I guess they would call it 'Chutzpah', to publicly use the same big lie twice
within the span of twenty or so years." Note: Amazon removed the quoted review.

Rabbi Stephen Wise, founder of the American Jewish Congress and assistant to Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis, the
leader of the Zionist movement in the US, was instrumental in creating the WW I hoax, and led the efforts to resurrect the
hoax during WW 1II.

A Gas Chamber With a View

According to the USHMM website - "Between 1941 and 1944, Nazi German authorities deported millions of Jews from Germany, from occupied
territories, and from the countries of many of its Axis allies to ghettos and to killing centers, often called extermination camps, where they were
murdered in specially developed gassing facilities."

One of many web pages denying the Holocaust
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... If any one had dared to suggest that it had been
done In jest, or if any one had denied the existence of d
dark plot, they would have passed for obstinate fools, or
indeed they would have incurred the suspicion of having
an interest in distracting the public from the truth, of
being themselves accomplices, smearers’. [he word soon
became common, solemn, terrible. With such a
bersuasion that there were "smearers, some were
berforce to be found: all eyes were on the dlert to
discover the guilty; the most indifferent action excited
suspicion. And suspicion easily became certainty, and
certainty became rage.

Alessandro Manzoni, from “The Bethroted”, Chap. 3 |
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The punishment of “smearers’ (a XVII century print)
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* Multiplication of sources

“disintermediation’
* Depletion of authority

* Influence delusion
e Confirmation bias
* Viral propagation

* Necessity of responsible usage
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What’s Next!?

Synthesizing Obama:
Learning Lip Sync from Audio

Supasorn Suwajanakorn
Steven M. Seitz
Ira Kemelmacher-Shlizerman

University of Washington

SIGGRAPH 2017
http://grail.cs.washington.edu/projects/AudioToObama/

Barack Obama?
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Digital Wildfires in a
Hyperconnected World

The global rsk of massive digital
misinformation sits at the centre of a
constellation of technologlcal and
geopolitical fsks ranging from taronsm o
cyber aftacks and the failure of giobal
governance. This risk case examines how
hyperconnectvity could enable “digital
wildfires” to wreak havoc In the real world. &t
conslders the challenge presented by the
misuse of an open and easlly accessible
gystem and the greater danger of misgulded
attempts o prevent such outcomes.
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Figure 11: Digital Wildfires in a Hyperconnecied World Constellation

Computational Sociology

& The World Economic Forum
included “Massive Digital
Misinformation” in its list of
major geo-political risks in 201 3.

& A number of groups have studied
the phenomenon in subsequent
years from many disciplinary
viewpoints.

& The massive amount of data
collected by social media
platforms allows for high-
statistics analyses.

& The statistical mechanics of social
networks is looking for a suitable
thermodynamics: what are the
relevant variables?
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Big Data

facebook for developers

Graph API

Overview

Using the Graph API
Reference

Common Scenarios
Other APIs
Webhooks
Advanced
Changelog

Server-Sent Events

Products Docs  Tools & Support News  Videos Q

Docs /| Graph APl / Overview / On This Page ¥

Graph API Overview

The Graph APl is the primary way to get data out of, and put data into, Facebook's platform. It's a low-level HTTP-
based API that you can use to programmatically query data, post new stories, manage ads, upload photos, and

perform a variety of other tasks that an app might implement.

The Basics

The Graph API is named after the idea of a 'social graph' - a representation of the information on Facebook
composed of:

¢ nodes - basically "things" such as a User, a Photo, a Page, a Comment
e edges - the connections between those "things", such as a Page's Photos, or a Photo's Comments
e fields - info about those "things", such as a person's birthday, or the name of a Page

Facebook makes publicly available powerful tools for statistical analyses of user data,
which can be freely applied by anyone to all content classified as “public’.



A selection of first results

Fig. 1.
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Users’ attention patterns. (Top) Maximum number of unique news sources that users with increasing levels of standardized lifetime interacted with

monthly, weekly, and yearly. (Bottom) Maximum number of unique news outlets which users with increasing levels of standardized activity interacted with
monthly, weekly, and yearly.

The number of independent news sources sampled by Facebook users
decreases with the increasing intensity and persistence of their activity.
(from: Schmidt et al., Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 2017)
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Science Conspiracy
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Figure 1: Users polarization. Probability density functions (PDFs) of the polarization of all
users computed on likes (/eft) and comments (right).

Considering popular science web sites and fake-news web sites, it is possible to define a “user
polarisation’, p. The p distribution is extreme: it describes two disconnected communities.

(from Zollo et al., arXiv:1510.04267)



e A selection

(from DelVicario et al., Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 2015)

of first results
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Fig. 1. PDF of lifetime computed on science news and conspiracy theories, Fig. 3. PDF of edge homogeneity for science (orange) and conspiracy (blue)
where the lifetime is here computed as the temporal distance (in hours) be- news. Homogeneity paths are dominant on the whole cascades for both
tween the first and last share of a post. Both categories show a similar behavior scientific and conspiracy news.

The propagation of science news and conspiracy News propagate almost exclusively between
related fake news follows very similar patterns. sites sharing priori homogeneous positions.



A selection of first results

Users who are polarised on fake news web sites, after being exposed to correct scientific
information, tend to amplify their involvement with conspiracy theories.

(da Zollo et al., arXiv:1510.04267)

Likes Comments
1.00 s oL 1.00- .
0.75- 0.75- .
= " = “,
&0-50- ' &0-50-
0.25- ‘| 0.25-

')
0.00- ‘' 0.00-
10° 10" 10 10° 10° 10" 10%® 10°
t (days) t (days)
= = = Exposed Not Exposed

Figure 4: Exposure to debunking. Kaplan-Meier estimates of survival functions of users
exposed and not exposed to debunking. Users lifetime is computed both on their likes (/eff) and

comments (right).

The lifetime of users on fake news web sites
increases after they are exposed to debunking.
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Figure 6: Exposure to debunking. Rate —i.e.,average number of likes (left) (resp., comments
(right)) on conspiracy posts over time of users exposed to debunking posts.

The number of likes’ and user comments on
fake news sites increases dafter the users are
exposed to debunking.
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Science and the City

In recent decades, a growing number of science-related issues has gained
prominence in public and political discussions. In a democracy, the informed
opinion of citizens should be crucial in deciding about such issues: this how-
ever presupposes a widespread understanding of at least basic science. With-
out this understanding, opinions can be easily manipulated by mass media
and social media, searching for high-impact news, but also by political ac-
tors, attempting to take advantage of fears and prejudices which often lack a
factual basis. Examples of such issues are energy and environmental policies,
climate change and vaccination campaigns.
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Solutions?

* Let’s all become scientists! .... NO
* Let’s have a government of scientists! .... NO
* | et’s delegate technical decisions to scientists! .... NO

* Disseminate basic science knowledge. Yes!
* Provide tools and methods for fact checking. Yes!
* Promote ethical usage of information. Yes!

* Also: understand psychology and sociology of information.
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Many, if not most, important decisions today have a
high-tech component. How can you lead your country
into a clean-energy future if you don’t understand
solar power or how coal could be converted into
gasoline? How can you decide important issues about
research funding, arms control treaties, threats from
North Korea or Iran, spying, and surveillance, if you
understand only the political issues and not the

technical ones? Even if you don’t plan to be a world
leader, how can you vote intelligently without

understanding these issues?
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A Toolbox

Estimating orders of magnitude.
Fermi's famous question and many many more.

Reading graphs.

Examples of graphical (dis)information.

Errors and Uncertainties.
Lotteries, exit polls, correlations and other sins




Orders of Magnitude

The ability to estimate orders of magnitude its important at the movies and in life
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Suicides by hanging, strangulation and suffocation
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What about the correlation between US spending on science, space and technology ...
... and the number of suicides by hanging, strangulation and suffocation?




What we discuss

In Search of Energy

Energy and power in physics and in life.
Energy content of (many) things.

Energy facts
Why we love gasoline so much.

Energy Sources
Black like coal, yellow like the sun.




What we discuss

Nuclear dreams and nightmares

Nucleli for citizens.
Alpha, beta and gamma rays, but no C-beams.

Radioactivity.
Radiation and cancer: fears and risks.

Nuclear weapons.
Fat Man, Little Boy and Mike.

Nuclear Power.




What we discuss

Global Warming (and the cold outside)

Greenhouse effect
A brief history of climate.

The evidence
Reading IPCC reports.

(Non) solutions
Comfortable conservation.




What we discuss

Giuseppe Tipaldo

Politics, Media and Science

Science as a symbolic construction ...
... and its relationship with the media and the public.

The form of fake news ...
... and their viral propagation.

Beyond dissemination of science
Psychology and sociology of distributed information.
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Beyond Fake News

* An attempt to bridge a psychological gap.

* Focusing on sharing methods, building good faith.

* A small step towards a evidence-based citizenship.

* A pilot experience of cross-curricular learning.
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“‘One of the more momentous

books of the decade’

THE NEW YORK TIMES

NATE
Bl LV R

The Signal and the Noise

THE ART AND SCIENCE
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Many wonderful books

A SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

Jordan Ellenberg

| HON NOT T0 BE
WRONG
o -
THE HIDDEN

EVERYDAY LIFE

‘A delight, full of simple yet deep
insights about many areas of modern life’

ALEX BELLOS, GUARDIAN




Many wonderful books
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HOW BIG DATA INCREASES INEQUALITY
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A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK




Many wonderful books
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SCIENTIFIC ANSWERS
TO ABSURD #YPOTHETICAL
QUESTIONS

‘NERD ROYALTY’
BEN GOLDACRE

‘BRILLIANT’
ROLLING STONE
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~ RANDALL MUNROE




Many wonderful books

— TH[ pHYSIBS “f

s
“

‘Surprlslndy enough, according to Knhlios
comic books get their physics right more often
than you'd think."—THE BOSTON GLOBE
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James Kakalios

Foreword by Lawrence M. Krauss, author of THE PHYSICS OF STARTREK




Many wonderful books
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‘A lifetime’s worth of wisdom’
Steven D. Levitt, co-author of Freakonomics

The International
Bestsell’e_r

Thinking,
Fast and Slo

Daniel Kahneman

Winner of the Nobel Prize
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| wish everybody would read
not for everyone to be a poet
but for no one to be a slave

Gianni Rodari - La grammatica della fantasia

the Truth will set you free

John’s Gospel - 8,32
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