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A federal institute
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with an evolving budget

Totale

FOE base

Vincolo di destinazione/ esterni

Personale

importante notare che le spese di personale sono contenute al 60% del FOE base



Research is mostly 
bottom-up

at CERN where l’INFN  provides innovative technologies and has 
a clear leadership in  the experiments 

at LNGS , the largest underground lab un the world 

at EGO-Virgo where Gravitational Waves are studied 

with KM3Net in the depth of  Mediterranean Sea, offshore of 
Capo Passero where  the neutrinos of the highest energies 
produced from the violent Universe will be intercepted   

and in many other labs   (in USA, in Japan, in China, in 
Argentina……)



we have a power of 
attraction

In a recent competition for  73 positions  of staff 
researchers (divided by MIUR with an algorithm 
performance-based that has given 35% of the pot 
wrt. to 15% unweighted share) 

 35% of the winners are post-docs coming back to 
Italy   

10% have a foreign passport



priorities 

Higgs boson properties 

Searching for what we do not know what it is 
although we know (?!) that exists 

Using GW both for studying the Cosmo and for 
Nuclear Physics 

Multi Messenger Astronomy



up in the sky, down in the earth, in the depth of 
the sea, in the most remote area of the planet

LNGS

ISS

Capo Passero
Canarie

Patagonia



following the success of 2012 

Higgs

Fabiola Gianotti  
CERN DG



is that the end of history ?

(fortunately) NOT 

why Higgs boson has such a border line mass ?  

what is the reason for the our very existence (how 
antimatter has disappeared ?) 

what is the Dark Matter ? And how can we 
(eventually)  observe it



stable-metastable-unstable



not irrelevant (?!)

sooner or  (much) later in the vacuum will fall



ATLAS and CMS at LHC 



nice picture, inspired by the most 
perverse game of the human kind but ….?

1/1000000000

need an answer !



LHCb at LHC  
and  

BelleII at KEK-B

Flavor Physics is still an amazing mistery



New accelerators ?  
Yes indeed

look for innovative solutions, new 
technologies, new concepts  

brute force is not intellectually 
challenging 



shorter is better 
(if it works !)





EuPRAXIA@SPARC_LAB



and the idea of a muon collider 
without the muon cooling

we need another collider in the future   

a) to study the Higgs coupling (solid argument) 

b) to explore the multi-TeV region (never know !) 

try not to use brute force, make experimentalists 
happy (no background) and accelerator 
community excited (something new)



Higgs coupling

no space for new idea, need it soon 

CEPC is the perfect machine for this scope. ILC 
is second and HL-LHC third. However HL-LHC 
we (will) have it, the others who knows ! 

Producing Higgs in s-channel would be great but 
you cannot  be competitive in terms of yield.



but…at high energy…

the tunnel 
would already 

exist !



LEMS



if….

if could be done 

it would be a great machine 

saving space and money  

producing clean physics  

and a great intellectual challenge to demonstrate



Looking for Dark Matter



LNGS

The lab where we study (surprisingly for many) the life 
of the stars from birth to death 

A leading lab for Dark Matter searches 

A leading lab for testing Majorana neutrino hypothesis 



A lab in a National Park



3 exp halls   ~100 x 20 m2 (h 20 m) Muon Flux

3.0 10-4  µ m-2 s-1

Neutron Flux
2.92 10-6 n cm-2 s-1 (0-1 keV)
0.86 10-6 n cm-2 s-1 (> 1 keV) 

with a 108 reduction wrt. surface

Depth: 1400 m 
Surface: 17800 m2 
Volume: 180000 m3 
Access: horizontal 



An international lab

ITALY
USA
GERMANY
RUSSIA
FRANCE
SWITZERLAND
UKRAINE
SPAIN
AUSTRIA
CHINA
UK
POLAND
NEDERLANDS
ISRAEL
ROMANIA
PORTUGAL
SWEDEN
HU
BRAZIL
UAE
BELGIUM
INDIA
CROATIA
CRETE
CANADA

TOTAL USERS: N. 981 
ITALIAN USERS: N. 417 
FOREIGN USERS: N. 564 



A leader experiment 
Xenon1Ton



The XENON world record 
(to be updated on Monday)



with the mistery of 
DAMA/LIBRA



Dark Side@LNGS

The Argon Way



a daring enterprise
39Ar is radioactive, it has to be eliminated 
It is created in the atmosphere by cosmic rays 
interactions 
First remedy is to extract the Ar from a mine 

Second step is  
distillation  

How ? Where ?



Aria@Sulcis

The shaft of a coal mine 
that is being shut down 
and needs reconversion

of activity


In Sardinia.



Separation by  
cryo-distillation



It has even interesting  
by-products !

it works better for lighter elements 

18O  (H218O for the production of 18F for PET) 

13C   (breath test, NMR) 

15N  (several possibilities)



Argon is worth to pursue



Gravitational Waves

VIRGO@Cascina



the gift in 2017

in memory of  
Adalberto Giazotto

VIRGO@Cascina



A two-fold future 
Land and Space

Einstein Telescope



and LISA



Multimessenger Astronomy 
has become a reality





KM3Net 
Mediterranean Sea  

is a nice complement to South Pole



offshore of Capo Passero

a 3500m 



also….
Nature (2009)

Adult males

Females or 
young males

Youngs

Due balene !



Conclusions

We have enough people to do a lot of things 

More money would be welcome 

We have priorities 

We give a lot of attention to applications in 
several fields 



la nascita di un bosone



 Stoccolma



perché i neutrini
i protoni vengono deviati 
dai campi magnetici e  
assorbiti dagli urti col fondo 
cosmico di radiazione

i fotoni  
energetici li 
assorbe  
l’atmosfera



i neutrini invece

p, γ, ν ν alta energia

solo i neutrini di alta energia ci portano (cosi come le onde 
gravitazionali) l’informazione precisa sulla sorgente 



telescopi immersi !

al Polo Sud

i neutrini  
interagiscono poco 

assai 
Bisogna guardare 
almeno 1km3 di 

acqua

Rivelatori di luce Cerenkov a 2000 m di 
profondità nel ghiaccio


