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ABSTRACT	
  
	
  
	
  
We	
   can	
   verbally	
   describe	
   colours	
   and	
   lights	
   the	
   way	
   we	
   see	
   them.	
   The	
   verbal	
   language	
   is	
   a	
  
powerful	
  tool	
  to	
  objectify	
  what	
  is	
  perceived	
  and	
  allows	
  communication	
  of	
  subjective	
  experience.	
  
Further,	
  ordering	
  colours	
  is	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  colour	
  science.	
  
	
  
The	
  sensory	
  stimulation	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  as	
  a	
  trigger	
  of	
  the	
  perceptual	
  activity	
  and	
  is	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  
source	
  of	
   information	
   for	
   the	
  construction	
  of	
  a	
   ‘phenomenal’,	
   completely	
  different	
  world	
  which	
  
works	
  as	
  an	
  interface*	
  between	
  subject	
  and	
  physical	
  reality.	
  
	
  
The	
   stimuli	
   /	
   information	
   on	
   which	
   perception	
   is	
   grounded	
   are	
   of	
   two	
   types:	
   a)	
   variations	
   /	
  
modulations	
  of	
  energy	
  [first	
  order	
  stimuli],	
  and	
  b)	
  relationships	
  between	
  events	
  in	
  different	
  spaces	
  
and	
  times	
  [second	
  order	
  stimuli].	
  
	
  
Codes	
  for	
  interpreting*	
  the	
  visual	
  stimuli	
  have	
  been	
  identified.	
  They	
  are	
  implemented	
  in	
  the	
  visual	
  
system	
  to	
  build	
  and	
  differentiate	
  the	
  impressions	
  of	
  lights	
  and	
  surface	
  colours	
  	
  
Interaction	
  between	
  colours,	
  lights,	
  and	
  space	
  is	
  the	
  essence	
  of	
  visual	
  perception:	
  we	
  will	
  examine	
  
a	
  few	
  illusions	
  that	
  highlight	
  how	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  a	
  discrepancy	
  with	
  physical	
  reality,	
  but	
  just	
  different	
  
perceptual	
  organizations	
  due	
  to	
  second	
  order	
  stimuli.	
  
	
  
We	
   will	
   bring	
   examples	
   of	
   how	
   the	
   laws	
   of	
   perception	
   are	
   the	
   grammar	
   of	
   artistic	
   language	
  
(transparency	
  effects	
  in	
  pictorial	
  art).	
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