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EFER 3.0

Tip! Usage of “different” and “various”

Use “various” when you want to refer to several differences.

Wordy: The direct forces among polyelectrolytes in solutions of several different anions and
cations were parametrized.

Concise: The direct forces among polyelectrolytes in solutions of various anions and cations
were parametrized.

FHEER 3.0

Tip! Subject-Verb agreement with “couple”

“Couple” usually refers to two people or things. Since it refers to more than one person or
thing, it takes the plural verb. It is most often used in the construction “a couple of.” For
example, “We saw a couple of monkeys.”

*"Couple” also means “a few” and is used to refer to a small number of people or things.
However, this type of usage should be avoided in academic writing.

EFER 3.7

Tip! The suspended hyphen

In the sentence, “We selected 3-year-old, 4-year-old, and 5-year-old children in our sample,”
“year-old” is repeated. To shorten this sentence, we can suspend the hyphens after 3 and 4.
That is, we can write the sentence as “We selected 3-, 4-, and 5-year-old children in our
sample.”

Other examples: 25- to 50-mg samples, First- and second-order reactions
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Disclaimer: The tips and examples provided here may not be directly related to your manuscript. They have been added to help you learn and understand the nuances of the

English language in general.
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